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Habakkuk lived in an age much like ours: a time of uncertainty, fear, and insecurity.
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He wondered: “How can I live and flourish in these troubled times?” God's answer: “the righteous will live by
faith.” W EH1E = “7ZEXBIZHINTIC » ez E >4 7" (B R WAL G

To teach Habakkuk, and us, what this means in a real world he uses the negative example of the pagan
Babylonians (revealed in five “woes”) who were then attacking and occupying the nation.
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We have noted that the mistake of the Babylonians was to resort to treachery and dependence on self to
meet their needs for wealth and security.
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But God is teaching us that “living by faith” means trusting Him in these pursuits.
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In the third “woe” in our text today, we find King Nebuchadnezzar, like all earthly kings, attempting to make
his mark in the world by building great cities.
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However, he was doing so at the tragic expense of anyone who dared stand in his way, through bloodshed
and injustice. ZA1f » X FESAE B 7S A2y DBEE TR s ay AR AT -

In his self-serving rush to show off he forgot that man's efforts are in vain without God's leading and
blessings. 7Eft B BOZMERY VI F - TTI0 T UIREEA M S oitE - ARSI ERHT -

History is littered with the ruins of once-great empires which lost sight of this truth!
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| want to be clear. It is not wrong or egotistical to have the ambition or the desire to “make a mark” or leave a
legacy while we are here.
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There is nothing inherently wrong with seeking and working to fulfill great accomplishments.
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Our God has given us the gift of life, unique personalities, talents, resources, and giftedness to make a
difference in our world, ultimately for His glory.
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But the problem is that Nebuchadnezzar, like so many despots before and since, attempted to fill the earth
with his glory, {B[RIBUE T &V ZAEM 2 B S aRE R - JeAnH eful B & Rz e i At |

but the Almighty God and Creator of the university declared: “For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of
the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (14).
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The destiny of time and the purpose of creation is to bring glory to God. We can choose to cooperate with
God in this grand purpose and even play a role in making it happen!

N TRIEY AR iz 5 AlEHY H BVZ i Ko i o AT AR X ZZ it S B AT » 22 5HPIEsE
52/



The Apostle Paul directs: “whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God”
(1Cor.10:31). (EfERPZF U © “IR(T]2IZE0E - Teief( T2, > #E B " (FRAT 10:31) -

To “glorify” God means to honor and reflect His divine nature and attributes through our actions, words, and
lives." & tiEMAE M AT TN ~ SIEF4ATE > REEHE EMaTHES B -

It involves acknowledging His greatness and making His glory known to others, as we live in accordance with
His teachings and demonstrate His love and grace.
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As Jesus implored us: “let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your
Father in heaven” (Mt.5:16). ZXIEANHRERUBHTEA G © A7 600 1 ZEX FEAZAEA BT » B & TN TEI%F 7T
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Living in this way requires thoughtful intention. LUK AERY 7 A B R B % B BRI TE -

If our goal and desire is that God be glorified in all that we do, then we must carefully examine our words and
our deeds in the light of God's will and holiness. 4158 49 B bR RIS RALMTERA AT — Db e - 71
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We must also avoid three mistaken attitudes: FRATHLA Tk a =L RIS ¢

1. We must not judge our accomplishments by obvious results.
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Our individual lives resemble an iceberg, with much of their influence and significance hidden from view—
even from ourselves.
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Evaluating our contributions solely based on what is visible may cause us to overlook and undervalue the
less apparent ways in which we can effect positive change.
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When we “live by faith, not sight” we desire to be faithful to God and leave the outcome to Him.
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God is the judge of the worth and impact of our lives. 77 A & 1A FRATTAE A i (8 5 52 7 i B ) 3
The “weight” of our life is not measured in the visible things of this world, such as our wealth, power, or
possessions, but in the invisible qualities of godliness as expressed by Apostle Paul in his letter to
Colossians: JA1AarH) “r&” JEAZ LR A AT LSRG &, nIRATHIY &= . B EEA B,
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“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another...And over all these
virtues put on love” (3:12-14).
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If we were to seek these qualities, so often undervalued in our world, and to measure the impact of our
lives by them, we would change our world for good and bring glory to God!
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2. We must not boast in our accomplishments. RIIATTH B SRR TTEZ .
The Babylonian King, Nebuchadnezzar, also appears in the Book of Daniel.
L2 e A T JE AT HY e fet i IR AE(H DLRR e
As a young man, Daniel was captured by the Babylonians after their overthrow of Jerusalem and was
forced into the service of King Nebuchadnezzar.
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One night, the king had a dream of a mighty and fruitful tree, but he was ordered to chop it down and



throw it away. This dream greatly disturbed him.
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The usual wise men of the court were unable to interpret it, so the king called in Daniel, knowing of his
reputation for interpreting dreams under the inspiration of the “holy gods”.
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Daniel, quaking in fear, had to report that the dream was a warning from the One True God to the King
regarding his hubris.
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The King was given to taking credit for His exploits (e.g. “Is not this the great Babylon | have built as the
royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?” Dan.4:30).
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Daniel warned him of his boastful ways: “Your Majesty, be pleased to accept my advice: Renounce your
sins by doing what is right, and your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed. It may be that then your
prosperity will continue” (27).
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Unfortunately for King Nebuchadnezzar, he failed to heed the warning and suffered the consequences.
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The point of the story is this: when we fail to give glory or recognition to God for our successes or
accomplishments, we cut ourselves off from Him.
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Properly acknowledging God's gracious role in our achievements does not diminish our efforts but instead
gives credit where it is due—to our Creator, without whom we would have neither life, strength, nor
wisdom.
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After a time of exile Nebuchadnezzar came to His senses, testifying: “Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and
exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because everything he does is right and all his ways are just. And
those who walk in pride he is able to humble” (37). Lesson learned!
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3. We must not be guided by “fatalism”. AL ARG “TEML” FTol R

Fatalism is defined as ‘the acceptance of the belief that all events are predetermined and inevitable...and
are therefore unalterable.”
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As students of the Word of God we wonder what the difference is between “fatalism” and the biblical
doctrine of “preordination” or “predestination”.
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We generally couch this argument as a relationship between my “free will” and God's predetermination of
my actions and the events in time.
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We ask: How does my “free-will” and God'’s predetermination relate to one another?
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The Bible seems to present a balance between the two. Z &L SFEAFEME 2 (8] £ B H —F 7 o

For example, in Acts 2 we find Peter attempting to explain Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection to the crowds
in Jerusalem, many of whom were eyewitnesses of the events, and possibly even participants in Jesus’
arrest and abuse.
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He declared: “This man was handed over to you by God'’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge...”.
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If Peter had been a fatalist he would have stopped here. But He continued to add: “and you, with the help
of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.” (23)
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Here we note pre-destination and free will working hand-in-hand.
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Fatalism is belief in “blind fate”: that events must happen for no other apparent reason than the fact that
they must happen.

Ea e § ez EM  INNEBRAESAEMAERR - RRNVENRAEE -

On the other hand, biblical predestination is the belief that things happen for a reason, because they are
preordained by a rational, good, and just God.
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This means that by His omniscient nature God knows what is going to happen in the future.
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A good balance between divine predestination and free will is suggested in this statement: “Knowing
something is going to happen is not the same as causing it to happen.”
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Raw fatalism is dangerous and destructive because it annuls responsibility and Kills initiative. Fatalism
makes “god” impersonal and cruel.
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Predestination on the other hand features a caring, wise, just, and involved God who has a plan for
creation and a plan for our individual lives, while honoring our free and willful participation.
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It is clear that God invites us to partner with Him. He has chosen to use us as a key to the fulfillment of his
perfectly preordained plan.
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May God use us to flood the world with His glory! & a5 AT » 1L AT St 5L |
Will you partner with Him? {/RE= Sl [E 105 ?



