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SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

A Focus on Relationship 

The prayers of Jesus in today’s reading come at the conclusion of what is called the “Farewell 

Discourse” in John’s gospel, which takes place prior to Jesus’ arrest in the garden. In this 

discourse Jesus repeatedly emphasizes themes of relationship, mutual love, and service as he 

teaches, gives final instructions, and prays for the disciples. 

In John, more than in the other three gospels, relationship is the ultimate focus of the life of 

faith. Jesus’ mission on earth is to bring people into knowledge of and relationship with God the 

Father. Jesus exemplifies perfect relationship with the Father and wants all people to know this 

same intimacy with God. He also prays that his disciples might live in such a loving and mutual 

relationship with one another. Moreover, he prays that we might be one, so that our unity reflects 

the unity of the Father and the Son. 

Our relationship with God is strengthened and refreshed in faith communities that worship 

together, attend to each other’s needs, and serve others and creation in acts of love and 

compassion. In the Bantu languages and philosophy of Africa, ubuntu refers to the moral 

conviction that “I am because you are,” or “I am because we are.” Ubuntu recognizes that our 

well-being and our futures are bound up in the well-being and the future of others. 

Christianity is a religion of relationship, not of self-efficacy. In an increasingly individualistic 

and fragmented world, our faith in Christ demonstrates a bold witness to the power and beauty of 

community. How might Jesus be leading us and the church in this subversive work? How might 

mutual love and interdependence be signs of our faith, forging a path of healing for our broken 

world? 
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