CASUAL SERVICE w/HOLY COMMUNION MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA
Saturday 5:30 p.m.

Date: 05/02/26 Season: EASTER 5 (WHITE)

PASTOR Rev. Orin W Cummings, PhD ASSISTING Vickie Donnell

LECTOR Irene Chaloupecky ORGANIST Marilyn Boston

A/V Drew Bowman DISTRIBUTION MINISTER Vickie Donnell
PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God.

CALL TO WORSHIP

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Allelvia!

In celebration of our baptism, we worship

In the name of God: Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named).
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.
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Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.
Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN ELW 377
Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!
e — . i —
G —— :
=y > [ 1 &
1 Al - le - lu - ial Je - sus 1S s - en!
2 Walk-ing  the way, Christ in the cen - fer
3 Je - sus  the vine, we are the branch - es;
4 Weep-ing, be gone; sor - row, be s1 - lent:
5 Cit -y of God, Eas - ter for - ev - oeer
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Trum - pets re - sound-ing in glo - 1 - ous light!
tell - ing the sto - 1y to 0 - pen our eyes;
life in the Spir - it the fruit  of the tree;
death put a - sun - der, and Eas - ter is bright.
gold - en Je - ru - sa - lem, Je - sus  the Lamb,
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Splen-dor,  the Lamb, heav - en for - ev - er!
break-ing  our bread, giv - ing  us glo - ry:
heav - en to earth, Christ to  the peo -  ple,
Cher - u - bim sing: O  grave, be o - pen!
riv - er of life, saints and arch - an -  gels,
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Oh, what a mir - a - cle God has in sight!
Je - sus our bless - ing, our con - stant sur - prise.
gift of the fu - ture now flow - ing to me.
Clothe us in won -der, a - dorn us in light.
sing withcre - a - tion 1o God the I AM!
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n .. Refrain
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Je - sus is ris - en and we shall a - rise.
Obt— — -
Grre—w—w | F [ F &
J T i
Give God the glo - ry! Al-le - Iu - ia!

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926

Music: David N. Johnson, 1922-1987

Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Music © 1969 Contemporary Worship 1, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to
share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
THE FIRST READING FROM ACTS 7:55-60

55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of
God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. % “Look,” he said, “l see the
heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But
they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against

him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and the
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 5? While they
were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ¢©Then he knelt
down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.”
When he had said this, he died.

The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.
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THE SECOND READING FROM 1 PETER 2:2-10

2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow
into salvation 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and
precious in God'’s sight, and *like living stones let yourselves be built into a
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ. ¢ For it stands in scripture:
“See, | am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
’This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the very head of the corner,”
8and
“A stone that makes them stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
?But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own
people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you
out of darkness into his marvelous light.
190Once you were not a people,
but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel.
The Holy Gospel according to John the 14" Chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God;
believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it
were not so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if |
go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, so
that where | am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place
where | am going.” 3Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are
going. How can we know the way?e" ¢ Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know
me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen
him.”
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8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” ? Jesus said
to him, “Have | been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me?¢
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the
Father’'2 1°Do you not believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The
words that | say to you | do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in
me does his works. ' Believe me that | am in the Father and the Fatheris in me,
but if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, | tell
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that | do and, in fact, will
do greater works than these, because | am going to the Father. 3| will do
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If
in my name you ask me for anything, | will do it.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Orin W Cummings

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 758
You Are the Way
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1 You are the way; to you a- lone from sin and death we  flee;
2 You are the truth: your word a- lone true wis-dom can im - part:
3 You are the life; the rend-ing tomb pro - claims your con-qu'ring arm:
4 You are the way, the truth.the life; grant us that way to  Kknow,
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all  those who search for God, you find and by your grace set free.
you on -ly can in-form the mind and pu - i - fy the heart.
and those who put their trust in you not death nor hell shall harm.
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys e - ter - nal flow.

Text: George W. Doane, 17991859, alt,
Music: DUNDEE, Psalter. Edinburgh. 1615
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APOSTLES’ CREED

With the whole church, let us affirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed:
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share a sign of God's peace with one another.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation, and open our hearts to God’s will.

A brief silence.

God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay
leaders, interns, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your
steadfast love to all whom they encounter. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animails, skies and seas, mountains
and valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages of pollution and climate
disaster, especially move us to help in the recovery from recent storms. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be
instruments of peace and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to be
agents of compassion, and raise up advocates for those who seek refuge and
assistance, especially in times of conflict and war in the Middle East, Asia, Africa,
Eastern Europe, and the Americas. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve,
especially Emily and Austin Davidson, Sara, Joshua and Asher Keatts, Conner
and Corey Pettett, Connie Toavs, Pete and Chris Tidemann, Susie and Jim Rucker
and their relatives. Provide for any in need, and comfort those who are sick,
especially Cody Stevenson, Billie Stewart, Pam Bergin, Jennifer, Mr. Broussard,
Lynn, Radar, Cheryl Lundberg, Gahan Fallone, Hudson Greer, Matthew Peterson,
David Adams, Allison Gregory, Edward Dykman, Tommy Brewer, Cathy Carleton,
Sally McCarville, Terry Touhey, Mary Jane Auld, Linden Cummings, Juanita
Steinbaugh, Andrew Langr, Mark Krueger, Bob White, and Beverly Carlson. Instill
caregivers with a sense of purpose to be your healing hands in this world.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support and to
witness to your love in the world. Make your presence known among those
unable to attend worship today. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that
we are never separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed,
especially Colleen Prosser, Lynda Minnick and Shirley Wolf, who witnessed to
your mighty acts in word and deed. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
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Merciful God, grant protection and safety to service women and men deployed
to the Middle East in this fime of war, especially Kyle C. God of resurrection
power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betfrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kihngdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMN ELW 477

I Received the Living God

Refrain
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I re-ceived the liv-ing God, and my heart is full of Joy.
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I re-ceived the liv-ing God, and my heart is full of  joy.

| 108
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1 Je-sus said: I am the bread, knead-ed long to give you life:
2 Je-sus said: [ am the way, and my Fa - ther longs for  you:
3 Je-sus  said: I am the truth; come and fol - low close 1o me.
4 Je-sus said: I am the life, far from whom no thing can  grow,
N po— Refrain
75 — & e ——
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you who will  par-take of me need not ev - er fear to die.
so 1 come to bring you home to be one with us a - new.

You will know me in your heart, and my word shall make you free.
but re - ceive this liv - ing bread, and my Spir - it  you shall know.

Text: Anonrmous
Music: LIVING GOD, Anonymous
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN ELW 595
Jesus Loves Me!
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I Je-sus loves me! this I know, for the Bi-ble tells me so;
2 Je-sus loves me! he who died heav - en’s gates to 0o - pen wide;
3 Je-sus loves me! he will stay close be - side me all  the way:
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lit - tle ones to him be-long, they are weak, but he is strong.

he will wash a - way my sin, let his lit - tle child come in.
when at last I come to die. he will take me home on high.
Refrain
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Yes. Je - sus loves me. yes, Je - sus loves me,
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yes, Je - sus  loves me, the Bi - ble tells me S0.

Text: Anna B. Wamer, 18201915 alt.
Music: JESUS LOVES ME, William B, Bradbury, 18161868

TABLE BLESSING

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,
to love our enemies,
and to bring your healing to the nations.
In the name of Jesus,

Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

*+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN ELW 389
Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing
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I Christ is a - live! Let Chris - tians sing.  The cross  stands
2 Christ is a - live! No long - er bound to dis - tant
3 In ev - ry in - sult, nft, and war, where col - or
4 Wom-en and men, in age and youth, can feel the
5 Christ is a - live, and comes to bring good news to
a4 | | I : l I I 5 o r
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emp - 1y to the sky. Let streets and homes with
years in Pal - es - tine, but sav - ing, heal - ing,
scorn,  or wealth di - vide, Christ suf - fers still, yet
Spir - it, hear the call, and find  the way,  the
this and ev - ry age, tll earth and sky and
N il I 3
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prais - es ring. Love, drowned in  death, shall nev - er die.
here and now, and touch-ing ev - 'ry place and time.
loves the more, and lives, where ¢ - ven hope has died.
life, the truth, re - vealed in Je - sus, freed for all.
o - cean ring with joy, with jus - tice, love, and praise.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b, 1936
Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789
Text @ 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, 1L 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permssion,
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MISSION STATEMENT

Guided by the Gospel, we:

Welcome all to worship;

Make disciples;

Hunger for ministry;

Nurture youth;

Gather resources for growing ministries;
Offer healing and care to all in need.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

OFFERING
(Please place gifts in the plates as you leave)

POSTLUDE
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