May 3rd, 2026

Theme:
Jesus is the Way to the Father

Object:
Printed picture of Buzz Lightyear, Olaf, Dory, Cookie Monster, Mary Poppins, and
Jesus

Scripture:
Jesus answered, "l am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me." John 14:6 (NIV)

Children's Sermon: | Am the Way

There was a time when a person going on a trip wouldn't think of beginning their
journey without a road map. (Hold up the map for the children to see.) The map
was very helpful to the traveler in finding the way to where they were going.
Today we seldom ever use a road map. Do you know why2 Most of us who own
a car also have a GPS in our car. (Hold up the GPS.) How does the GPS work?
When you are ready to go somewhere, you type in the address where you want
to go and the GPS connects to a satellite up above the earth and computes
the path to your destination. As soon as you start driving, a map appears on the
screen and a voice from the GPS gives you fturn by turn directions. "Turn right on
Main Street in one mile, turn right in one half mile, turn right in 150 feet, turn right."
What happens if you miss your turn2 The GPS says, "Recalculating” and
immediately computes a new route to get you back on the right path to your
destination.

When we are trying to follow Jesus in our daily life, it would be nice to have a
GPS to lead us in the right direction, wouldn't it2 It would be nice to have
something to keep us on the right path and keep us from getting
lost...something that would help us get back on the right frack when we made a
wrong decision.

That is the way Jesus' disciples must have felt when Jesus told them that he was
going to leave them. Jesus said to them, "I am going to prepare a place for you
and when everything is ready, | will come and get you so that you will always be
with me. You know the way to where | am going."

One of the disciples whose name was Thomas answered Jesus, "No, we don't,
Lord. We don't even know where you are going, so how can we know the way?e"
Jesus answered him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to
the Father except through me."

Another disciple named Philip joined in, "Lord, show us the Father and we will be
safisfied."



"Philip," Jesus answered, "Have you been with me all this fime and you sfill don't
know who | am?2 Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father! So why are you
asking me to show you the Father? Just believe that | am in the Father and the
Father is in me. Anyone who believes in me will do the same things | have done."
That was all the disciples needed to know to get them on the right path to the
Father.

So, how do you and | find our way to the place where Jesus has gone to be with
the Father? We have not seen Jesus as Thomas and Philip had, but we can
follow the teachings that he has given to us in the Bible -- God's Holy Word. That
is our GPS and it will keep us on the right path!

Heavenly Father, we thank you for sending your Son to provide the way to
eternal life. Thank you for your Holy Word which will keep us on the right path in
our journey through life. In Jesus' name we pray, amen.

Craft one: “Jesus Points the Way” Compass

You will need:

e Paper plate or card stock
o Markers, stickers, or other decorating materials
« Stickers (Optional)
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Brad fasteners
Construction paper or card stock
Scissors

Procedure:

Decorate the plate (or paper, cut into a circle) to resemble a compass.
Be as creative as you like with markers and stickers, and add a verse or
caption to remind yourself of the significance of the compass.

Cut out a small arrow shape from construction paper.

Carefully poke a hole in the plate, after lining up where the fastener might
need to go.

Place the brad through the paper arrow and the plate, creating a
compass that “points the way” to Christ.

Craft Two: “Jesus is the Key” Ring

You will need:

Construction Paper or card stock
Stickers or decorative supplies
Scissors
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Markers or crayons
Hole Punch
Pipe cleaners or string

Procedure:

. Draw an outline onto the construction paper or cardstock, if desired,

preparing the paper in the shape of keys.

Decorate the paper with verse captions, stickers, words, and images.
Carefully cut the outline to make your “keys” from the paper.

Punch a hole in the top of each key, and place onto a pipe cleaner or
string to keep the keys together.






"I Am the Way"

Jesus answered, "l am the way and the truth and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me." John 14:6

Based on John 14:1-14

JESUS

Is the Way
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