
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

May 3, 2026 

 
MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

34 E. Orange Street 
Shippensburg, PA 17257-1993 

Web Site: memluth.org 
E-mail: office@memluth.org 

717-532-4614 

 
Welcoming all  

Reaching out in love 
Growing together in Christ 

Worshiping and serving in Jesus’ name 

 
Reverend Godfred Effisah 

717-532-4614 (church office) or 571-572-0119 (cell) 
pastor@memluth.org 

Office hours: Monday to Thursday: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 
Children are an active part of Memorial’s community of faith! We welcome you to 
worship each week! Children’s bulletins and Quiet Bags (lots of exciting things 
to do!) are available at the doors coming from the parking lot. Please take one  
of each as they may help your children bring smiles into our time of worship!   

 

 

https://memluth.breezechms.com/people/view/46108831#
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Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church. As you prepare for 
Worship, please silence your cell phone.  
 
INTRODUCTION 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel 
includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his 
followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share 
Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy 
people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into 
light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, 
our truth, our life. 
 

GATHERING 
 

WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE  “Sinfonia”                                                                    - Bach  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the 
Lamb! 
Amen. 
 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving. 
 
Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of 
creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for 
the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named). Blessed are 
you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our 
journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and 
resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed 
are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.  
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break 
down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed 
are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
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Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for 
making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you 
honor and praise, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
GATHERING HYMN  “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”    ELW 645   
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE                                                               READ RESPONSIVELY 
In peace, in peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity 
of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
For your people here who have come to give you praise, for the 
strength to live your word, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, and defend us, O God. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  “This is the Feast” 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together.   
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the 
life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his 
commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for 
he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                                        Acts 7:55-60  
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve 
tables so that the apostles could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). 
Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of 
God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 
 
55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the 
glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he 
said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the 
right hand of God!” 57 But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout 
all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the 
city and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the 
feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning Stephen, 
he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and 
cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 
When he had said this, he died. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM        Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16                 READ RESPONSIVELY 
1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; 
  deliver me in your righteousness. 
2 Incline your ear to me; 
  make haste to deliver me. 
3
 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and  

      my stronghold; 
  for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 
4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, 
  for you are my tower of strength.  
5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, 
  for you have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth. 
15 My times are in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who  
      persecute me. 
16 Let your face shine upon your servant; 
  save me in your steadfast love.”  
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SECOND READING                                                         1 Peter 2:2-10  
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of 
our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy people who continuously 
celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus 
Christ. 
 
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you 
may grow into salvation 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is 
good. 4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet 
chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5 like living stones let 
yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it 
stands in scripture:  “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone 
chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to 
shame.” 

7
 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do 

not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very 
head of the corner,” 8 and “A stone that makes them stumble and a 
rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the 
word, as they were destined to do. 9 But you are a chosen people, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you 
may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into 
his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are 
God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 
 
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. Alleluia. (John 14:6) 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 14th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL                                                                    John 14:1-14 
On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his 
disciples. As the one through whom God is known, he promises to go 
before them and act on their behalf. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are 
many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 
to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there 
you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am  
 
 
 



7  

 

going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are go-
ing. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way 
and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you 
do know him and have seen him.” 8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us 
the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been 
with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever 
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Fa-
ther’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Fa-
ther who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because 
of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes 
in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works 
than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you 
ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in 
my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SERMON   
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “You Are the Way”                                 ELW 758  
 
NICENE CREED    
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father. 
     Through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven; 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
     and was made man. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
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     On the third day he rose again 
     in accordance with the Scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
     dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
     He has spoken through the prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                           Women of the ELCA 
Prayer response is: Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE                  (please greet those around you) 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
OFFERTORY                         
                                                                                                          
The Ushers will collect the offering. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE   
     “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                      ELW 884 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

MEAL 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray together. 
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you 
glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body 
and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and 
bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,  
Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
PREFACE - EASTER 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for 
the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal 
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has                      
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, 
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the                              
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels 
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn:  
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                      Read Together 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, that whoever be-
lieves in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and accom-
plished our salvation. 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 
eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving Passion 
and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to 
come again, we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, not as we 
ought, but as we are able; and we implore you mercifully to accept our 
praise and thanksgiving, and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless 
us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine; that we 
and all who share in the body and blood of your Son may be filled with 
heavenly peace and joy, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be 
sanctified in soul and body, and have our portion with all your saints. 
 

All glory and honor is yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in 
your holy Church, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Lord remember us in your Kingdom, and teach us to pray.  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
        hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, 
        forever and ever. Amen. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                                                                        page 191 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



11  

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come forward by the center 
aisle at the usher’s direction. If you choose to have wine for commun-
ion, take an empty cup from the usher. If you prefer grape juice,                     
receive a pre-filled cup at the altar. If you or a child has never received 
the sacrament, fold hands to receive a blessing instead. After receiving  
communion or a blessing, you may choose to remain at the altar for 
extra time in prayer. When you return to your pew do so by the side 
aisles. Please deposit the empty cup in the basket. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  “Come to the Table”                             ELW 481 

Congregation join in singing 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING   
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace. Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Let us pray together. 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to 
anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to 
the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless 
you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!”                            ELW 380  
 
CHORAL BENEDICTION  “Tender Shepherd, Gentle Lamb”     - Nolan 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE  “Rigaudon”                                                           - Campra 
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