
    Welcome to Worship 
 

       Fifth Sunday of Easter ~ May 3, 2026 
 

 
PRESERVICE MUSIC 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS: 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.  Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 

us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 

that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 

fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Gracious God … have mercy on us.   

We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into 

the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 

compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 

done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and 

uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in 

newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 

made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you 

with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 

through faith.   

Amen. 

 
GATHERING SONG: “Baptized and Set Free”                          ELW 453 
 
GREETING:   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:  Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the 
way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow 
in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all 
the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60 
55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory 
of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I 
see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 
God!” 57 But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed 
together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city and began to 
stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man 
named Saul. 59 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, 
do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
 

   The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
  

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

 1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame; 
  deliver me | in your righteousness. 
 2 Incline your | ear to me; 
  make haste to de- | liver me. 
 3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and 
my stronghold; 
  for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me. 
 4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me, 
  for you are my tow- | er of strength.  
 5 Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit, 
  for you have redeemed me, O Lord, | God of truth. 
 15 My times are | in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those 
who | persecute me. 
 16 Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 
  save me in your | steadfast love.”  
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SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow into salvation 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 
precious in God’s sight, and 5 like living stones let yourselves be built into 
a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture: “See, I 
am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7 This honor, then, 
is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the 
builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 
8 and “A stone that makes them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 
people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called 
you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, 
but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now 
you have received mercy. 
 

   The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  ELW Setting 10, page 205 

GOSPEL:  John 14:1-14 
 
     L:   The Holy Gospel according to John the 14th Chapter. 
     C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe 
in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling 
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places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place 
for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 
take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you 
know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, 
we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus 
said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be 
satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, 
and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. 
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not 
speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his 
works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if 
you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I 
tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in 
fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I 
will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in 
the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON SONG: “Hallelujah, Jesus Lives!”                      ELW 380 

 
SERMON 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth, 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
And he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
The holy catholic church, 
The communion of saints, 
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The forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM   Emery Ray Chandler 
 
PRAYERS: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and 
redeem our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
A brief silence. 
 
God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. 
Inspire lay leaders, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim 
forgiveness and your steadfast love to all whom they encounter. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer. 
 
God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, 
mountains and valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages of 
pollution and climate disaster. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be 
instruments of peace and justice. Guide political leaders and 
organizations to be agents of compassion, and raise up advocates for 
those who seek refuge and assistance. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
 

God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, 
provide for any in need, and comfort those who are sick (especially). 
Instill caregivers with a sense of purpose to be your healing hands in this 
world. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support 
and to witness to your love in the world. Make your presence known 
among those unable to attend worship today. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so 
that we are never separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful 
departed who witnessed to your mighty acts in word and deed. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer. 
 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good 
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
Amen. 
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OFFERING  
 
OFFERTORY: We give thee but thine own, Whatev’r that gift may be. 

                  All that we have is thine alone, A trust O Lord from thee. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING: 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks & praise. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER:   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION to COMMUNION:   

Come and receive the gifts of God for the people of God! 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING:   
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious 
hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the 
name of Jesus, 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION: 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you, 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you, 

the Lord look upon you with favor and give you his peace. 
 
SENDING SONG: “Blessed Assurance ”                                 ELW 638 
 
DISMISSAL:  Go in peace, Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God                    
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