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ONLINE SERVICE DETAILS 

Connection Details for SUNDAY MORNINGS @ 10:00 a.m. 

ALL SERVICES ARE LIVE-STREAMED THROUGH OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

which can be found through Hope Lutheran’s website: https://www.hopelutheran.ca/ 

Connecting by phone: 

1. Dial 587-328-1099 

2. Then press 487-603-306 # 

3. Press # again.  
 
  

Zoom 

To watch our service on Zoom, click the button on our home page 
(www.hopelutheran.ca). 

ZOOM is ONLY active when the service is in progress. 

Hope Lutheran Church 
3527 Boulton Road NW, Calgary, AB   T2L 1M5 

Office: 403-282-6033 church@hopelutheran.ca 
Pastor Greg: 587-433-5704 pastor.greg@hopelutheran.ca  

Deborah: manager@hopelutheran.ca 

Zena: coordinator@hopelutheran.ca 
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Moving Forward: From Resurrection to Renewal 
 

“The gospel is absurd and the life of Jesus is meaningless unless we believe that He lived, died, and 
rose again with but one purpose in mind: Pentecost. To pour out the Holy Spirit upon the church. Not 
to make people with better morals but to create a community of prophets and professional lovers, men 
and women who would surrender to the mystery of the fire of the Spirit that burns within, who would 
live in ever greater fidelity to the omnipresent Word of God, who would enter into the center of it all, 
the very heart and mystery of Christ, into the center of the flame that consumes, purifies, and sets 
everything aglow with peace, joy, boldness, and extravagant, furious love.” 
― Brennan Manning, The Furious Longing of God 
 

The life of faith doesn’t stop at Easter—it moves forward. 
 

And it leads us somewhere. 
 

As we journey through this Easter season, we are not just looking back at the resurrection—we are 
being led toward Pentecost. Toward the gift of the Holy Spirit. Toward a church set in motion. 
 

Again and again in these weeks, we see the risen Jesus meeting his followers—in their questions, in 
their uncertainty, in their everyday lives—and calling them forward. But he doesn’t send them alone. 
He promises power, presence, and purpose through the Spirit. 
 

Pentecost reminds us that the church is not meant to stand still. We are a people sent—filled with the 
Spirit to live out our faith in real and tangible ways 
 

So, as we move through May, I invite you to begin praying this simple prayer: 
 

Come, Holy Spirit—lead me forward. 
 

Where might God be nudging you? 
 

Where might the Spirit be calling you to step out, speak up, or reach out? 
Because the same Spirit who came at Pentecost is still moving—right here, right now. In you. In me. In 
the church. 
 

Christ is risen. 
The Spirit is coming. 
And together, we are moving forward. 
 

Living together with you in the Spirit, 
Pastor Greg 



MESSAGE FROM MANAGER OF PARISH OPERATIONS 

 
Building Steady Foundations in a Season of New Life 
 

As I step into my new role as Manager of Parish Operations, I find myself joining Hope at a remarkable 
moment in its story. I began on April 13—just two weeks ago—and in these early days, I have already 
witnessed something beautiful: a community that is growing, discerning, and learning to move forward 
in faith together. 
 

Like Pastor Greg shared in the April Anchor, resurrection is not only a promise we celebrate; it is a way 
of living. And as Anne reflected, this is a season of discovery for Hope—a time when new relationships, 
new ministries, and new possibilities are taking shape. I am grateful to be part of this journey. 
My role is a practical one: to help strengthen the systems, structures, and day-to-day operations that 
support our ministry. This includes administration, communication, digital systems, facility coordination, 
rentals, and working closely with staff, volunteers, and Council. In simple terms, my calling here is to 
help build the steady foundations that allow ministry to flourish—so that worship, community life, and 
our shared witness of Christ’s love can continue to grow. 
 

In these first weeks, I have been listening, learning, and observing—getting to know our people, our 
rhythms, and our hopes. I see a congregation where belonging is lived out in genuine care for one 
another. I see grace in the way people welcome change with patience and openness. I see faithfulness 
in the dedication of staff and volunteers who give generously of their time and gifts. And I see 
compassion in the way this community embraces new friends, including those from our growing 
Chinese ministry who are now part of our Hope family.  
 

My hope is to serve with clarity, compassion, and collaboration. I look forward to supporting our 
ministries, strengthening our internal systems, and helping us work together with confidence and grace. 
There is much to learn, and much to build—but I believe God is already guiding us. 
Thank you for welcoming me so warmly. I am honoured to serve alongside you in this season of new 
life, and I look forward to discovering—together—where God is leading Hope next. 
 

With gratitude,  
Deborah Leung 
Manager of Parish Operations 
 

 

MESSAGE FROM CHURCH COUNCIL 

Dear friends, 

As we step into May with the hope of it finally feeling like Spring, our congregation is buzzing with 
transition, growth, and the promise of a bright future. There is much to celebrate and even more to 
look forward to. 

Strengthening Our Team 

Please join me in offering a heart-felt welcome to our new Manager of Parish Operations, Deborah 
Leung. Deborah is already becoming a vital part of our daily life at Hope. I want to extend a sincere 
thank you to our dedicated staff and volunteers who have been so generous with their time, helping 
Deborah get acquainted with our systems and ensuring she feels settled in. 

Growing in Faith and Fellowship 



This month is a momentous one for Lauren Conley, who is being confirmed. Lauren, we offer you our 
warmest congratulations and God’s richest blessings as you continue your faith journey.  

We also continue to be blessed by the new members from Unity Mission who have joined our church 
home. I encourage everyone to continue offering a warm welcome and taking the time to get to know 
one another. 

● Sunday Fellowship: A great way to connect is by joining for dim sum following the service 

each week. It is a wonderful time of food and fellowship! 

Shaping Our Future: Strategic Updates 

Over the past nine months, our church community has spent time in discernment, discussion, and 
decision-making to identify our vision statement and core values. As a reminder, our vision is to be a 
vibrant, joyful, dynamic, and creative community. A spiritual home built on faith and grace as the 
foundation, where belonging is the promise and compassion is our way of life. 

This June, Council and staff leaders will take the next step by holding a strategic retreat to name our 
primary ministry focus for the next five years that translates this vision into action. Another way to think 
of having a ministry focus would be to ask, “what specific ministry is God calling us into because of our 
unique strengths and opportunities?” or “what do we want to be known for as Hope Lutheran Church?” 

This retreat will serve as the foundation for a new five-year plan for Hope Lutheran. While the Council 
and staff will be leading the heavy lifting of this strategic development, we want to ensure the door is 
open for congregational input. 

An Invitation: If you have specific ideas, comments, or a particular vision for our ministry 
that you feel moved to share, please feel free to reach out to any member of the Council. 
We welcome your perspectives as we discern the path forward together. 

Thank you for your continued prayers, your energy, and your commitment to the life of Hope Lutheran 
Church. 

Peace and blessings, 
Anne Harding,  
Council Chair Hope Lutheran Church 
 
 

 

Welcoming Our New Chinese Ministry Members 

In April, we officially welcomed nine new members from the Unity Mission into our Hope community. 

This marks a joyful milestone — we are witnessing the birth of a Chinese ministry among us. 

We anticipate that more former Unity members, along with new Cantonese-speaking friends, will 

continue joining our Hope family in the months ahead. Let us extend our warmest welcome to all who 

are becoming part of this growing ministry. 

To support this development, we will be inviting two members from the Chinese ministry to join our 
Council. Their insights, cultural perspectives, and gifts will enrich our leadership and help us continue 
building a vibrant, multicultural Hope community. 
 



PROPERTY COMMITTEE UPDATE                                                                              
 

The tables that were purchased with the funds raised from the Fall Fair finally arrived! The old tables 
have been swapped out for the new tables. Please have a look in the classrooms if you have not 
already seen the change.  
 
The old tables are available for “Free” to anyone who wishes to pick them up. Let your friends, 
relatives, or fellow hobbyists know about the tables. Just a phone call to the church office is required to 
reserve your table. 
 
Marianne Astle, Property Committee 
 

 

 
 
 

Come one, Come all to the Hope Lutheran Church Spring Yard Cleanup! 
 

Saturday, May 9th, 9:00am - noon 
 

YES, this IS a fellowship activity!   

It’s a fitness, fresh air and environmental stewardship activity as well! 

Bring your rakes, work gloves, hedge trimmers, etc. We will work together to tidy up our wonderful 

property. Muffins and coffee will be provided! 

• Contact Zena if you can bring your truck – we will need to haul a load or two. 

 
 

HOPE FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 

First quarter results for offerings and total revenue stream are favourable to both forecasted budget 
and 2025 actual figures. Total revenues are favourable to budget by $5,941. Expenses are also 
favourable to both budget and last year’s actual expenditures. This can be explained mainly in cost 
savings in wages and benefits with Mary S. being on Long Term Disability for much of the first quarter 
and Pastor Greg now working at 80% salary level.  
 
Moving forward we will see increases coming to our expense stream as we do have another section of 
the roof to be repaired. Also, the hiring of Deborah Leung as Manager of Parish Operations will 



increase our wage and benefits stream. These additional expenses were presented in the 2026 
budget and approved at the Annual General Meeting in February. 
The finance committee will meet again in early June to review our financial position as we head into 

summer. 

 

Steve Medhurst 

Hope Council Finance Liaison 

 

 
Next Council Meeting – May 12 at 7:00pm. Please contact Council Chair, Anne Harding or any other 
council members should you have any questions, concerns or positive encouragement to pass on.  
 
 

OFFICE NEWS 

Office hours are Monday – Thursday, 9:00am – noon 
We will be closed Monday, May18th for Victoria Day.   

 

Happy Mother’s Day – Sunday, May 10th 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



WORSHIP NEWS 
 

 

Worship Series Themes: Resurrection. Now What? 
May 3  5th Sunday of Easter Moving Forward with Trust 
May 10  6th Sunday of Easter Moving Forward with the Spirit 
May 17  Ascension Sunday  Moving Forward with Purpose 
May 24  Pentecost/Confirmation Moving Forward in Boldness 
The Season of Pentecost - Renewal 
May 31  Trinity Sunday  Renewed by the Living God 
 
 

In case you’re wondering….. 
Our Cantonese community joins us in the sanctuary for service. They will leave to gather for a 

Cantonese service (currently in the Mark classroom). Then they will return to the sanctuary for 

communion and the remainder of the service.  

 

******************************************************************************************************************** 

At Hope Lutheran Church, Holy Communion Sundays are the first, third and fifth Sundays as well as 
special Sundays in the liturgical year. All are welcome at God’s table.  
 
******************************************************************************************************************** 
On the 4th Sunday of each month, we offer a shorter, less traditional service. This may appeal to 
families with young children. All are welcome to join us!  
 
******************************************************************************************************************** 

 
Ushers are needed for May and June - please contact Zena.  

 

Coffee after Sunday Worship – This is a never-ending ask, but we drink a lot of coffee around 

here! So please consider signing up one Sunday to set up and clean up the coffee.  Ask for a helping 
hand. If you have questions, please contact Zena.  
 

 



 
 

Home Visitation (Communion) Training 

Pastor Greg will be leading a home visitation training seminar on Sunday, May 3 @ noon. If you feel 
led by the Spirit, but feel like you don’t know where or how to be a part of this ministry, this seminar is 
for you. Join Pastor Greg for the training. A light luncheon will be provided. 

 
Worship at Varsity Manor - 5353 Crowchild Trail NW 
The 2nd Wednesday of each month at 1:15pm. Please contact Pastor Greg or Joyce if you would like 
to attend – we would love help with singing.  May 13 is the next service. 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
 

KIDS CAMP SUNDAY 
This monthly event is a collaboration between Hope and Advent. Children and youth enjoy worship 

with our church family and then they enjoy fun activities, bible stories, crafts and games. Don’t forget 

the pizza lunch! We are excited to announce that Sorena (from Advent) has been hired to lead Camp 

Sundays for the next few months. 
 

The next Kids Camp Sunday will be held May 17 at Advent Lutheran Church.   Watch for 

details.  

 

 

CAMP KURIAKOS SUNDAY – May 31 
Camp Sunday has been a spring tradition at Hope for many years, and I’m looking forward to joining 

you once again on May 31 to share the exciting things happening at Kuriakos, introduce some of our 

staff, lead worship with “camp” elements, and reconnect with the Hope community. God works in 

wonderful ways in outdoor ministry, and I’m grateful for the strong support Hope has had for Kuriakos 

over many, many years. 

See you on the 31st! 

- Pastor Kristian 

Of course, Camp Kuriakos Sunday MUST include hotdogs and s’mores  

so plan to stay for lunch! 

 

 



 
 

Confirmation Sunday is on Sunday, May 24 

Join us as we celebrate Lauren Conley as she is confirmed in the faith on 

this most joyous occasion in the church. 

 

Please stay to congratulate Lauren and enjoy some cake and coffee! 

 

 

BIBLE STUDY – Wednesdays at 10:00 am 

 

 
 
Digging Deeper: Growing Roots in the Word 
Each Sunday we hear God’s Word proclaimed—but there is always more to discover. Digging Deeper 
is a weekly Bible study that revisits the previous Sunday’s Scripture readings, giving us space to 
reflect, ask questions, explore background and context, and listen more closely for how Christ is 
speaking to us today. Together we will move beyond simply hearing the Word to dwelling in it, allowing 
it to take root in our hearts and shape our daily lives. Join us each Wednesday morning at 10am as we 
grow deeper in faith and stronger in discipleship—one week, one text, one step at a time. 
 
 
 



DAILY BIBLE READINGS – MAY 2026 
 

Friday, May 01: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Exodus 3:1-12; Acts 7:1-16; 
Saturday, May 02: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Jeremiah 26:20-24; John 8:48-59; 
Sunday, May 03: Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Monday, May 04: Psalm 102:1-17; Exodus 13:17-22; Acts 7:17-40; 
Tuesday, May 05: Psalm 102:1-17; Proverbs 3:5-12; Acts 7:44-56; 
Wednesday, May 06: Psalm 102:1-17; Proverbs 3:13-18; John 8:31-38; 
 
Thursday, May 07: Psalm 66:8-20; Genesis 6:5-22; Acts 27:1-12; 
Friday, May 08: Psalm 66:8-20; Genesis 7:1-24; Acts 27:13-38; 
Saturday, May 09: Psalm 66:8-20; Genesis 8:13-19; John 14:27-29; 
Sunday, May 10: Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Monday, May 11: Psalm 93; Genesis 9:8-17; Acts 27:39-44; 
Tuesday, May 12: Psalm 93; Deuteronomy 5:22-33; 1 Peter 3:8-12; 
Wednesday, May 13: Psalm 93; Deuteronomy 31:1-13; John 16:16-24; 
 
Thursday, May 14: Ascension of the Lord 
Friday, May 15: Psalm 93; 2 Kings 2:1-12; Ephesians 2:1-7; 
Saturday, May 16: Psalm 93; 2 Kings 2:13-15; John 8:21-30; 
Sunday, May 17: Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Monday, May 18: Psalm 99; Leviticus 9:1-11, 22-24; 1 Peter 4:1-6; 
Tuesday, May 19: Psalm 99; Numbers 16:41-50; 1 Peter 4:7-11; 
Wednesday, May 20: Psalm 99; 1 Kings 8:54-65; John 3:31-36; 
 
Thursday, May 21: Psalm 33:12-22; Exodus 19:1-9a; Acts 2:1-11; 
Friday, May 22: Psalm 33:12-22; Exodus 19:16-25; Romans 8:14-17; 
Saturday, May 23: Psalm 33:12-22; Exodus 20:1-21; Matthew 5:1-12; 
Sunday, May 24: Day of Pentecost 
Monday, May 25: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Joel 2:18-29; Romans 8:18-24; 
Tuesday, May 26: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Ezekiel 39:7-8, 21-29; Romans 8:26-27; 
Wednesday, May 27: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Numbers 11:24-30; John 7:37-39; 
 
Season after Pentecost 
 
Thursday, May 28: Psalm 8; Job 38:1-11; 2 Timothy 1:8-12a; 
Friday, May 29: Psalm 8; Job 38:12-21; 2 Timothy 1:12b-14; 
Saturday, May 30: Psalm 8; Job 38:22-38; John 14:15-17; 
Sunday, May 31: Visitation of Mary to Elizabeth 
Sunday, May 31: Trinity Sunday 

 

FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST  
The first Saturday of each month, the group meets at 8:30am at Cora’s in Brentwood. Please contact 

Robert: robert.hiebert@gmail.com for more details. Upcoming dates:  May 2, June 6 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2031:1-5,%2015-16;%20Exodus%203:1-12;%20Acts%207:1-16;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2031:1-5,%2015-16;%20Jeremiah%2026:20-24;%20John%208:48-59;
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?y=17134&z=s&d=47
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20102:1-17;%20Exodus%2013:17-22;%20Acts%207:17-40;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20102:1-17;%20Proverbs%203:5-12;%20Acts%207:44-56;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20102:1-17;%20Proverbs%203:13-18;%20John%208:31-38;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2066:8-20;%20Genesis%206:5-22;%20Acts%2027:1-12;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2066:8-20;%20Genesis%207:1-24;%20Acts%2027:13-38;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2066:8-20;%20Genesis%208:13-19;%20John%2014:27-29;
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?y=17134&z=s&d=48
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2093;%20Genesis%209:8-17;%20Acts%2027:39-44;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2093;%20Deuteronomy%205:22-33;%201%20Peter%203:8-12;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2093;%20Deuteronomy%2031:1-13;%20John%2016:16-24;
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?y=17134&z=s&d=49
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2093;%202%20Kings%202:1-12;%20Ephesians%202:1-7;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2093;%202%20Kings%202:13-15;%20John%208:21-30;
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?y=17134&z=s&d=50
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2099;%20Leviticus%209:1-11,%2022-24;%201%20Peter%204:1-6;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2099;%20Numbers%2016:41-50;%201%20Peter%204:7-11;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2099;%201%20Kings%208:54-65;%20John%203:31-36;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2033:12-22;%20Exodus%2019:1-9a;%20Acts%202:1-11;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2033:12-22;%20Exodus%2019:16-25;%20Romans%208:14-17;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2033:12-22;%20Exodus%2020:1-21;%20Matthew%205:1-12;
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?y=17134&z=s&d=51
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20104:24-34,%2035b;%20Joel%202:18-29;%20Romans%208:18-24;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20104:24-34,%2035b;%20Ezekiel%2039:7-8,%2021-29;%20Romans%208:26-27;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20104:24-34,%2035b;%20Numbers%2011:24-30;%20John%207:37-39;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%208;%20Job%2038:1-11;%202%20Timothy%201:8-12a;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%208;%20Job%2038:12-21;%202%20Timothy%201:12b-14;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%208;%20Job%2038:22-38;%20John%2014:15-17;
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?y=17134&z=p&d=55
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?y=17134&z=p&d=52
mailto:robert.hiebert@gmail.com


MINDFUL MOVEMENTS EXERCISE & BALANCE CLASS  

Mindful Movements Exercise & Balance Class with Physiotherapist Tonia Wood. This group has so 

much fun together – we’ve decided to add one more class for the spring! 
 

Springtime special….. 
 

Tuesdays April 14 – May 12 from 11:30am – 12:45pm 
 FREE of CHARGE 

Spaces are limited so YOU MUST REGISTER WITH TONIA.  
Contact toniawood10@icloud.com 

 

 

WORK OF ART – Thursday 10am – noon 
Do you have an art project at home you just never seem to get to? Bring whatever project you are 

working on and join in the conversation while you work! 

 

DIM SUM SUNDAYS! 
Dim Sum Sundays — A Cherished Unity Tradition Now Growing at Hope 
 

For many years, the Cantonese‑speaking community at Unity shared a beloved tradition: going for Dim 
Sum together after worship. It wasn’t just a meal — it was a weekly rhythm of friendship, storytelling, 
and support. This simple habit helped people feel connected, cared for, and at home. 
 

For many years, the Cantonese‑speaking community at Unity shared a beloved tradition: going for Dim 
Sum together after worship. It wasn’t just a meal — it was a weekly rhythm of friendship, storytelling, 
and support. This simple habit helped people feel connected, cared for, and at home. 
 

As our Chinese ministry begins to grow at Hope, we are grateful to continue this meaningful tradition 
together. 
 

Everyone is warmly invited to join!! 

• Departure: Around 11:30am from Hope 

• Restaurant: Bobby Chao’s Restaurant — 34 Edgedale Dr NW #18 

• Sign‑up: Nurturing Connections board 

• Cost: Shared among those attending  
   

 

SLIDE INTO SPRING TROMBONE CONCERT 

Sunday, May 3, 7:00pm at Hope Lutheran Church 

Admission is a donation to the Calgary Food Bank (non-perishable items or a cash donation) 

All are welcome to attend this wonderful concert! 

 

mailto:toniawood10@icloud.com


Save the date 
Be sure to mark these dates on your calendar and watch for upcoming information…… 

 

Hope’s annual Stampede Breakfast – Sunday, July 12 

We will soon be asking for volunteers! 

 

Hope’s Christmas Fair – Saturday, November 28 

As you’re planning your vegetable gardens, consider planting some extras so you can contribute 

salsa, pickles, etc. to this event.  

 

BIRTHDAYS  
Due to privacy concerns, we were asked to remove names and birthdates from the Anchor. We have 

since received feedback from many of our members who love having this list – they use this as a way 

to stay connected.  
 

Folks might remember that during Covid, Zena and Jane worked hard to create a weekly newsletter. 

During that time, they worked to accumulate a birthday list so that birthdays could be published weekly 

and our church community could call and send cards to each other on birthdays. If we have a person’s 

birthdate in our member data, it was because that person gave it to us and we were given permission 

to publish that information. 

We would like to resume the birthday list in our monthly Anchor, so please contact the office to give us 

your birthday for publication use in our monthly Anchor. You can also contact the office to ask us to 

remove your birthdate from our member list if you don’t want it published. 
 

We will resume publishing birthdays in the June Anchor, using first name and initial of last name.  
 

Having your birthdate in our church member system helps us use it more effectively. For 

example, we can create age lists more easily. 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY NEWS 

STITCHING FOR HOPE – Tuesday mornings at 10:00am 

A group of stitchers meet at 10 am every Tuesday morning at Hope to work on blankets while enjoying 

some great fellowship and coffee. Can’t stitch? No problem, come for the visit! 

 

MEALS ON WHEELS – HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH ROUTE 
 

For many decades, members of Hope Lutheran Church have volunteered to deliver meals on 
Wednesdays. We almost had to give up our route, but with Hal’s encouragement, a few more Hope 
members have become trained volunteers. Thanks to Hal, Brian, Marcia, Dawn and Shelly the Hope 
route continues! If you would like to get involved, please contact Zena for details.    
 

 



CHARITY OF CHOICE    
 

Our Charity of Choice for March and April was Lutheran Campus Ministries – Calgary.  

Thank you for your generous donations! 
 
The Charity of Choice for May and June is Camp Kuriakos! 
 

 
 
An update from Camp Kuriakos: 
 

The 11th Annual Kuriakos Gathers Together fund- and fun-raiser is almost a wrap—and what an 
incredible event it was! 163 folks braved wind and snow to gather at the NexSource Centre in Sylvan 
Lake on April 25th. Together, you enjoyed great food, meaningful connection, exciting auction bidding, 
and heard updates about what’s happening at Kuriakos. 
 
Even those who couldn’t attend in person joined the fun online! 

• 355 bidders • 147 items • $49,336 raised 
• We are just $700 shy of our $50,000 goal! 

 
For more information about upcoming events at camp, visit: kuriakos.ab.ca 
 
 
***************************************************************************************************************** 
 

SWARM AGM  
 

The Southwest Area Refugee Mission is holding its Annual General Meeting on Tuesday, May 12 at 
7:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at Advent Lutheran Church. A Zoom connection will also be 
available. As part of the Southwest Area of the Synod, you are welcome to attend. Please indicate 
your interest in attending to your church office or to calgaryswarm@gmail.com and we will provide 
details. We always welcome new members to our CORE committee. 
 
 
 
We respectfully acknowledge that we worship on the traditional territories of the Blackfoot 

Confederacy (Siksika, Kainai, Piikani), the Tsuut’ina, the Îyâxe Nakoda Nations, and Métis 

Nation (Region 3). 

 

                                          

https://campkuriakos.cloversites.com/programs/adultfamily-camp
mailto:calgaryswarm@gmail.com


 

SING FOR JUSTICE! 
An Evening of Song and Fellowship 

 

Friday, May 22 
7:00 to 9:30 pm  

 

 
 

 
Please join the Amicus Singers and the Hope Worship Band on  
for a special evening of song and fellowship (here at Hope!).  

  

Sing for Justice! will feature brief performances. . . followed by a classic hymn 
sing-a-long!! Lyrics will be provided. Bring your singing voices (harmonies 
optional), and we'll try to hit everybody's favourites. There is no admission 

charge, and refreshments will follow the singalong.  
  

We sing these songs in solidarity with our neighbours.  
A free-will offering will be collected for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America's Minneapolis Area Synod Welcome Fund , and we will hear from 

Minneapolis pastors about their ongoing efforts to help immigrant communities 
in the aftermath of ICE’s Operation Metro Surge in that city. 

 
 

 

https://mpls-synod.org/giving/welcome-fund/
https://mpls-synod.org/giving/welcome-fund/
https://mpls-synod.org/giving/welcome-fund/


Reflections of a Prairie Boy by Jim Lee (as told to Kathy) 

I was born in Elswick, Saskatchewan, a small railroad siding near the village of Midale.  Midale, 

exactly halfway between Weyburn and Estevan, was home for my growing-up years. I was the 

youngest of three brothers.  Winters were filled with hockey, summers with baseball, and although 

sports, particularly hockey, was my main interest, I was also a bit of a naturalist. 

Once, I discovered a turtle in our garden. Western Painted Turtles were common in southeastern 

Saskatchewan. I’m not sure how it got there; we didn’t have a slough or a pond on our property. It was 

very colourful and I decided it was going to be my pet. I really didn’t know anything about how to care 

for it but I put the turtle in a window well so it couldn’t escape. When I went back later to check on it, it 

was gone! How on earth? It couldn’t have climbed out of the window well. My dad must have rescued 

it and set it free.  

(Nowadays, it’s illegal to keep any wild turtle for a pet.) 

Turtles continued to fascinate me, so I got four small turtles. They were about the size of 50-cent 

piece. I can’t remember where, but probably from a store in Estevan. Wouldn’t they love to have some 

mud to live in? So I filled a wheelbarrow with dirt and watered it down into a mud soup.  In went the 

turtles. They didn’t stay on top, but they dove right down out of sight. Oh, no. I had to find them! So, up 

to my elbows, I squeezed the mud through my fingers until I found all of them at the bottom.  No more 

mud! They went back to live in the box they’d come in. I don’t remember how long they survived but it 

was quite some time. 

We had goldfish for a while, too. (Didn’t everybody?) I also rescued a young owl from a tree in the 

schoolyard next to our house. It seemed to be caught in the branches. I put it in the chicken barn and 

fed it hamburger for about two weeks. It regained its strength and then I let it go back to being a wild 

creature of nature. 

After I graduated from high school I went to Saskatoon to attend the University of Saskatchewan in the 

faculty of Chemical Engineering. My turtle days were behind me but I still loved hockey and I became 

a member of Luther Theological Seminary’s team, playing as a forward all the years I was a student at 

U of S. 

 

Our very own Robert Hiebert has made a website with puzzles on it. He would love to share this 

interest of his with you! The website is:  iyampuzzled.org 

Did you know that we have a great selection of puzzles and books. Feel free to check out the shelf 

near the office. We are always glad to accept donations of puzzles and current novels. Please be sure 

to tape puzzle boxes and ensure the puzzles have all of their pieces! 

 

 

Brain Teasers from April Anchor………… 

Not one person turned in their answer sheet – where they too hard? Get your entry into Zena by May 

15 and you’ll be entered for the prize. 

 

http://iyampuzzled.org/


 


