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Welcome to Saint Paul!  
We are happy to have you here! 

 

How to know when to stand, sit, or speak 
Whenever you see an asterisk (*) at a heading, you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are not required to stand, so if, for health or emotional reasons you cannot or do 

not wish to stand, that is okay.  You are invited to speak the words printed in bold type. 
 

How to sing hymns in harmony 
To save space in printing the bulletin, we usually limit what is printed to the melody. If 

you’d like to sing in harmony, the hymn numbers are listed in our bulletin so you can 

open the red books in the pews (called ELWs).  
 

We are an Open Communion Congregation 
This means that any Christian who has received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is 

invited to receive Holy Communion.  
 

How to financially support us 
Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside 

door to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex 

near the entrance of the sanctuary. 

 

A note on Communion Wafers 
To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it 

possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerance to be able to 

eat the Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads 

and are known as “Low Gluten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts 

of gluten. However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much 

gluten is in them. Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain 

15ppm gluten or less (The US FDA defines most food products with 20ppm or less as “gluten 

free”). Use the QR Code and look for the link that gives the most recent test results. 

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten-free wafers available upon request.  

 

 

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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Gathering 
The Gathering for worship began when you started readying yourself for worship. 

 

Introduction to the day 
"Where are we going, and how do we get there?" That's not just Thomas's question — it's 

ours. In a time of disorientation and competing claims about what matters, the answer Jesus 

gives is not a map or a method. It is himself: I am the way, the truth, the life. We are here 

today to be reoriented — to remember who we are, whose we are, and what that means for 

how we live. 
 

Prelude – Out of consideration for our musicians, please refrain from talking during the prelude. You 

are encouraged to use this time to breathe and center yourself. 
 

*Paschal Greeting   
L: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
A: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

*Confession and forgiveness 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

P: Let us pray: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
A: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

P Most merciful God, A: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn: “Evening and Morning”         (ELW 761) 
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*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.      A: And also with you.   

 
Hymn OF PRAISE  
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*Prayer of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you.  A: And also, with you. 
 

P: Let us pray, Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 

grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen 

life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. A: Amen. 

Word 
Listen for how God is speaking to you through the proclaimed Word. 

 

First Reading: Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen, one of the Seven chosen to make sure that none in the new Christian community 

was neglected in the communal meals, was arrested for his preaching. In defense, and to 

explain how the Messiah could be crucified, he summarized the times in the Old Testament 

when God’s chosen prophets were opposed and persecuted. The council responded in anger. 

Stephen’s last words closely parallel those of Jesus in Luke’s Gospel. 
 

55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and 

Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened 

and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered their ears, 

and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of 
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the city and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a 

young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, 

receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not 

hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.          

        R: The word of the Lord.   A: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Psalm: “31:1-5, 15-16”              (Chanted) 

Written from the perspective of one who could be considered abandoned, this psalm echoes 

Stephen’s confidence in the enduring presence and ultimate welcoming of God. 
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Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:17-23 
Throughout Easter the second reading is from 1 Peter, a sermon given to the newly baptized. 

 
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 

salvation—3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

  4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in 

God’s sight, and 5 like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a 

holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 

Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture: 

 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 

  a cornerstone chosen and precious, 

 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 

 “The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the very head of the corner,” 
8 and 

 “A stone that makes them stumble 

  and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

  9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, 

in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness 

into his marvelous light. 

 10 Once you were not a people, 

  but now you are God’s people; 

 once you had not received mercy, 

  but now you have received mercy.             

          R: The word of the Lord.  A: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



9 

 

*Gospel Acclamation  
  

 
 
*Gospel Reading: John 14:1-14 
On the Fifth Sunday of Easter each year, we hear part of what Jesus taught his disciples in the 

Upper Room on the night before the crucifixion, after he had washed their feet. This reading 

contains one of Jesus’ “I am” sayings, in which he not only describes himself, but echoes God’s 

words to Moses from the burning bush: “Tell them I AM has sent you.” 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the fourteenth chapter.  
A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 

believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not 

so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a 

place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you 

may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to 

him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus 

said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know 

him and have seen him.” 

  8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to 

him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever 

has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not 

believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do 

not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me 

that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because 

of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do 
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the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to 

the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified 

in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”                                          

            P: The gospel of the Lord.  A: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
 

Sermon 
 

*Hymn of the Day: “The Risen Christ”           (ELW 390) 

 
 

*Invitation to Baptism 
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*Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

*Prayers of Intercession 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let 

us pray for the needs of all creation. As we pray, think of people and places in need of 

prayer. 

A brief silence. 
 

L: God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay 

leaders, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your steadfast love 

to all whom they encounter. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains and 

valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages of pollution and climate disaster. 

Merciful God, A: receive our prayer. 
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L: God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be instruments 

of peace and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to be agents of 

compassion, and raise up advocates for those who seek refuge and assistance. Merciful 

God, A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, provide for 

any in need, and comfort those who are sick (especially). Instill caregivers with a sense of 

purpose to be your healing hands in this world. Merciful God, A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support and to 

witness to your love in the world. Make your presence known among those unable to 

attend worship today. Merciful God, A: receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

L: God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that we are 

never separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed who witnessed 

to your mighty acts in word and deed especially Joelle Ferguson and Grace Keller 

Wheeland. Merciful God, A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 

new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. A: Amen. 
 

Meal 
Offering 
 

Musical Offering 
 

* Offertory  
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*Offering Prayer 
L: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a 

table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. 

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us 

and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, A: Amen. 

 
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
* DIALOGUE 

 

 
 

*PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 

Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has 

destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene 

and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
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*Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 
*Thanksgiving at the Table 
P: Holy, living, and loving God, 

we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, 

for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, 

and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 

We give you thanks for Jesus 

who, living among us, 

healed the sick, 

fed the hungry, 

and with a love stronger than death, 

gave his life for others. 

In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
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Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Through our remembrance we proclaim the mystery of our faith  
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

Remembering, therefore, 

his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 

we await your promised life for all this dying world. 
A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 

carry us in your arms from death to life, 

that we may live as your chosen ones, 

clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
A: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.  

Through him all glory and honor is yours,  

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,  

in your holy Church,  

both now and forever. A: Amen.  Alleluia! 

*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus has taught us 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those  

who sin against us. 
Lead us not into time of trial,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*Invitation to Communion   
P: Come to the table of new life.  Receive the risen Lord. 
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*Lamb of God  

 

 
 

Communion  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  A: Amen.    

 

*Communion Hymn – “O Jesus, I Have Promised”                     (ELW 810) 
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*Post-Communion Blessing  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strength and keep you, body, mind, and 

soul, now and unto eternal life. A: Amen 
 

*Post-Communion Canticle – Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise (ELW 207) 
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*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are 

making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, 

and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, A: Amen. 

 

Sending 
 

*Sending of communion 
 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  
 

*Charge to the People  
 
*Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and 

the Son, ☩ and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 
 

 
*Sending hymn:  “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!”          (ELW 377) 
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Dismissal  
L: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
A: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

L: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
A: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Postlude 
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Serving Today 
Worship Leader...….……………………………………….Pastor Paul Tomkiel  

Assisting Minister…………………………………………..Karen Magnuson 

Musician.……………………………………………............. Jacob Heller 

Sacristan……………………………………………………..…Karen Magnuson 

Reader……………………………………………………………Eleanor Bird 

 

About St. Paul 
Purpose 

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 
 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, where we gather for 

worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous 

siblings who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and call it their home.  
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