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Board Report  

 
As we recover from ‘too many late snowfalls’, many of us need to focus on ‘what lies ahead’.  Your Board 

has been busy, working on ‘what lies ahead’.  We have advertised, interviewed and now hired a second 

part-time Administrative Assistant who will report to Judy. Please welcome Marilee Manz to our staff! 

Marilee grew up in LCOS with her parents (Lloyd and Earlene) and brother (Greg). Judy is overseeing her 

training for the next few weeks. She is a welcome addition to the church office and will keep regular 

office hours. I encourage each of you to stop by, introduce yourself and make her feel welcome.  

 

More good news! Sophia Della Rosa (daughter of Donna and Frank) has agreed to join the Board. Her 

presence will assist us in decisions involving youth ministry and, because she is a practicing lawyer, 

provide sage advice as we need it.  

 

Still further, we are actively looking for a Youth Leader. We are continuing to advertise for a part-time 

Youth Leader and are confident the right person will be identified very soon. I am thankful for the 

assistance of Sophia and Charley in this process. Please pray for us as we work to fill this important role 

to enhance youth presence at LCOS.  

 

As an update, our Call Committee continues to correspond with the Bishop. In short, there are no 

candidates being referred to us. The good news however, is there are plans being made by the National 

church to equip lay leaders to complete communion and conversations with interested candidates from 

Africa being held. Of course, we are managing well with Pastors Lee, Margaret and Stan, however, Lee 

will be away until October. This underlines our obvious need for a Senior Pastor. The Board is currently 

discussing other options and will keep you posted as we progress.  

 

We have awarded a contract to fix the west parking lot! A committee of the Board has reviewed the 

quotations received and the vendor will begin work to remove, repair and install new asphalt on May 

11th.  

 

The quotes for enhancing the west entry doors have been slow but this work will also occur during the 

summer period. Hopefully that will mean less ‘call-outs’. Finally, work on repairing the flat roof area over 

the library is being completed and will hopefully stop the leak in the library.  

 

Please continue to keep all members of your Board in your prayers as we manage the affairs of LCOS. 

 

In His Service 

Bob Montgomery 

Chair – Board of Directors 



 



Financial Secretary Report 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for your 2025 Tax Receipt?? 

Tax receipts for 2025 giving were issued on January 28, 2026. They were sent 

via an automated email message to all who have an email address on file. For 

ones without an email address or who do not have a printer, a paper copy was 

mailed to your home address. Please contact Janet Perchthaler at                 

financialsecretary@oursaviourchurch.ca or 403-702-6671 with any questions. 

Why is it so important to make a donation pledge to LCOS each year? 

Donation pledges allow the LCOS Church Board to forecast what funds will be available each year and to 

make informed decisions regarding running the church operations.  Thank you to those that have already 

made a donation pledge for 2026.  If you have not yet made a donation pledge for 2026, it’s not too late.  

Please consider doing so by e-mailing Janet Perchthaler at financialsecretary@oursaviourchurch.ca. 

The following methods and percentages of giving for March 2026 were: 

 

Cash:      4.0%   - 13 givers 
Cheques:      18.5%   - 13 givers 
Interac E-transfer:    53.3%   - 27 givers 
Loose Cash:     6.2% 
Online via Realm:     0.4%   - 4 givers 

 

Financial Status – March 2026 Year-to-Date: 
 
Revenue (offering & rentals)  $66,194 
Expenses    $56,499   
Net Income     $  9,695 

 

If you wish to contribute to the church, the following are options for giving: 

Interac e-transfer:  Donations are made to email address: donate@oursaviourchurch.ca. 

PAR Program Giving:  The Pre-Authorized Remittance program (PAR) gives the option to give monthly directly 

from a bank or credit union account. Please contact the Financial Secretary Janet Perchthaler (403-702-

6671 or financialsecretary@oursaviourchurch.ca) to get a PAR sign up form and with any questions. 

Cheque:  You can mail, bring to a church service, or drop off a cheque at the church. 

Online Giving (via credit or debit card **):  Donations are made via the following secure link: https://

onrealm.org/LutheranChurchofOurSaviour/give/now. 

**NOTE: to give via debit card, the card must have a CVV code (on the back of the card). This is like the 

code on the back of a credit card. ** 

Text Giving (via credit or debit card**): 

Donations are made by texting LCOSGive to 73256 followed by the donation amount. 

**NOTE: to give via debit card, the card must have a CVV code (on the back of the card). This is like the 

Pre-Authorized Remittance Program:        16.2%    - 16 givers 

mailto:financialsecretary@oursaviourchurch.ca
mailto:financialsecretary@oursaviourchurch.ca
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     Please let Judy know by May 10 if you’re interested in volunteering at VBS. 

Help is needed to decorate, prepare snacks, register children, lead groups,          

and much more.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lloyd Manz 

 

Lloyd Manz 

TO OUR 80+ FRIEND 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Attention LCOS Gardeners:  We are seeking donations of plants/seedlings to  

     hand out to our Acadia neighbours on Calgary Neighbour Day, 

     June 20th, as LCOS strives to become more visible 

     in our local community.  Contact Judy for details. 



How long has the preschool been open?  This is our 10th year.  We first opened our doors to 

families in September 2016. 

  

Why Painted Wombat Fine Arts Preschool?  I knew I wanted to incorporate two things: art and 

my love & connection with Australia, as both my kids were born there.  “Painted” reflected the art 

aspect and “Wombat” represented an Australian animal not as well-known as a kangaroo or koa-

la.  Did you know a group of wombats is called a WISDOM? 

  

FUN FACT:  My daughter Neveah drew the logo for the preschool.  She was 7 years old at the time. 

  

Favourite memories from over the years:  

 

Art shows are my favourite, hands down.  It is a time to celebrate the children, to showcase their art-

work to their families and a place for everyone to socialize and connect.   

  

Silly day, kid’s painting their own faces, hatching ducks, having parents and grandparents join us in 

the classroom,  putting eye balls on everything like artist’s Jon Burgerman and Charlotte Love, using 

unconventional materials to apply paint like Charlie French, dressing up as favourite book charac-

ters, and our annual trunk-or-treat event. 

  

The best part of being a preschool teacher is seeing kids’ faces light up with excitement and pride 

over something discovered or created, watching friendships form, and hearing their laughter. 

 

Submitted by Shauna Gross,  

Director/Owner  

Painted Wombat Fine Arts Preschool   

 

 PAINTED WOMBAT FINE ARTS PRESCHOOL 

  

“a group of wombats is called a wisdom” 

Did you know… 



What’s Been Happening at LCOS 

 

   54 Pillows 
96 Gift Bags 



SWARM (Southwest Area Refugee Mission) 

 

 

Appeal Letter  

 As you may be aware, SWARM (Southwest Area Refugee Mission), has helped over 550 families 

over the past 4 years through supply of furniture and living supplies, and we continue to support 

a number of families with essential needs such as housing costs and food insecurity. We are 

helping a young university student from Somalia sponsor his sisters to come to Canada. We are 

assisting a Ukrainian student with some of his post secondary study application costs. We bring 

new families together with a picnic in the park so that they can meet and build friendships. We 

continue to respond to what God puts before us. 

Here is a special situation that needs greater funding: 

We are currently assisting a single mom (from Ukraine) and her three-and-a-half-year-old 

son. She is hard working and resourceful and her son has recently been diagnosed with a severe 

speech delay and autism. It’s a difficult road to navigate and she is doing it alone. We are hoping 

to raise significant funds to assist her for the next 6 months with rental subsidy ($500/month), 

daycare costs ($330/month) and private therapy ($600/month) for her son. By September, we 

hope he will be able to access special assistance at his daycare and special schooling in the 

afternoons. Mom faces the same issues that all Ukrainian evacuees are facing to iron out their 

future status in Canada. Until then, SWARM will assist this young single mother with these costs 

and continue to help with the sea of applications and paperwork that goes with their situation.  

Any donations will go a long way toward helping this little family – and others - to become self-

sufficient and confident in their future. 

100% of all donations go directly to supporting families. Tax receipts are available. Cheques 

may be made directly to “SWARM” and sent to Southwest Area Refugee Mission, 8831 

Fairmount Drive SE, Calgary, AB, T2H 0Z4. Donations may also be made via e-transfer: 

calgaryswarm@gmail.com  

 

SWARM AGM  

The Southwest Area Refugee Mission is holding its Annual  

General Meeting on Tuesday, May 12 at 7:00 p.m. The meeting will be held  

at Advent Lutheran Church. A Zoom connection will also be available.   

As part of the Southwest Area of the Synod, you are welcome  

to attend. Please indicate your interest in attending   

to calgaryswarm@gmail.com to obtain details.  

New members to our CORE committee are always welcome. 

mailto:calgaryswarm@gmail.com


Meetings every second Thursday at 5:30 pm. 

May meetings  -  May 14 & 28 

Currently studying the book of Hebrews. 

Contact Kari Paul, Isaria Kwayu or 

office2@oursaviourchurch.ca for details. 



Feed the Hungry 
 

On the third Friday of each month a group of LCOS volunteers serves food to those in 
need at the Chinook Transit Station.  
 
Volunteers should meet at the church by 3:30 to load food into vehicles to take to the 
station. 
 
We ask that hot food (stews, soups, casseroles) be packaged in advance in individual 
sealed containers. A supply of containers is available at the church. 
 
Cold food items (fruit, snack bars, cookies, muffins) and drinks can be dropped off at 
the church during office hours and should be individually packaged. 
 
A monthly sign up sheet for those wishing to volunteer is located in the Place of 
Welcome. 
 
Along with food, clothing is accepted throughout the month, and can be dropped off 
in the Feed the Hungry boxes located by the east entrance of the church. These boxes 
are specifically labelled and we ask that items be placed in the appropriate box for ease 
of distribution. Items accepted includes hats, socks, footwear, mittens, blankets, coats, 
pants and sweaters.  
 



 

 

Library News 

Spring has sprung!  Or has it?  It seems that this year spring and winter have flip-flopped faster than a 

puck during the Stanley Cup Finals.  Weather forecast apps differ from site to site; which one do we 

trust?  News reports are everywhere on the internet; which ones are real and which are fake?  From 

phishing e-mails to scammers and everything in between, how do we know who to trust? 

As Christians, we trust in God.  But because we’re human we can also have doubts.  If you’ve ever 

wondered how God could possibly love someone like you or me, where do you go for the answers?  

Where do we turn for help?  Where do we find the evidence of God’s love? 

We can look deeper into His words to find clues; that’s why it’s called “Bible 

study”.  It takes time, patience, and perseverance to ferret out the clues and 

hints.  There are people that spend their entire lives studying the old and new 

testaments, letters and books.  I’m not saying we need to become scholars, only 

that if we need reassurance, affirmation, or examples of God’s steadfastness and 

love, we should make the effort to search out the answers for ourselves. 

If you don’t have a bible it’s pretty easy to get hold of one.  You can buy a hard 

copy from a bookstore or online.  There are electronic versions that you can 

download.  You’re welcome to borrow one from the Browsing Library (Section 

28) or the Fireside Room.  Our library even has audio and video versions 

available.  Which version you choose is entirely up to you, although I would 

suggest selecting one that you feel most comfortable with.   If you struggle to 

understand “thy, thine, thou” , the King James version may not be the ideal fit 

for you.   

My parents kept a King James version beside their bed, as well as a Good News 

for Modern Man edition.  I don’t think the King James version was even opened 

until my siblings and I were enrolled in Confirmation classes.  The spine made 

crunchy noises as the glue crackled in protest when the book was being opened. 

In my teens, after I experienced my “God Moment”, I felt I needed a bible of my 

own, one that would make comprehension easier;  I chose a New Revised 

Standard.  Some people may have noticed that Pastor Lee has several versions 

that he uses when he shares his time with us.  Whichever one you choose, let it 

be the one that lets God speak clearly to you. 

With a happy heart & book-filled arms, 

Carolyne Walker 





 

 

 

 

 

 

     





          

 
 
 

Lutheran Hospital Ministries 









 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bula friends and family, 

 

What a priviledge to be writing you guys from Fiji! 

 

Previously I have been in the Northland of New Zealand finishing up the lecture phase, and finally I am be-

ginning my outreach phase! I will spend 5-ish weeks in Fiji and then fly to Tonga for 3-ish weeks. 

 

For now let me give you a recap of my time in New Zealand. 

 

My RIng of Fire DTS was combined into the Northland DTS with a unique  welcoming ceremony called 

Powhidi. Powhidi is a very intimate Maori greeting where two people hold hands, press foreheads and 

breathe each other's breath. It signifies peace between the two parties. And honestly  it was a perfect repre-

sentation of the relation between our two schools.  We all were very unified, peaceful and immensely 

blessed by each other. I made so many incredible friends and was always very entertained by all  the com-

bined cultures. 

 

We spent a week in Paihia learning about the history of the  missionaries, settlers, English crown, and the 

Maori people. Some  historical locations we went to were the Marsden Cross, the Waitangi treaty grounds, 

the Flagpole on Russel Islands, and the oldest church in New Zealand. The following weeks focused on: Re-

lationships, Lordship, Spiritual Authority, and Social Spheres. Some takeaways included: 

 

-As humans we are made in His image and born into relation with Him and all creation. It is a reality to our 

being that cannot be changed. We can choose to live in alignment to that reality and bear healthy fruit in 

our relations to ourselves, others, and God. Or we can live in friction and neglect our call to love and be 

loved in relation to  everything. 

 

God is Lord of our life whether we 'let Him' or not. It is actual freedom when He is in control. For Jesus, lead-

ership never looks like  manipulation and coercion, but instead like loving sacrifice and invitation. 

 

Humans are the only created being that can dwell in both physical and spiritual realms. The spiritual realm 

is a permanent reality. How we  choose to engage with it matters. Don't foolishly engage with it, but also 

don't walk in fear and avoid it. Walk in authority because words spoken in faith have power. The Holy Spirit 

that resides in us is the  same spirit that raised Jesus from the dead. 

 

I am so grateful for this past season of growth and learning in the classroom but I am also super grateful it's 

over. I don't think I could be more ready or excited for practical outreach in Fiji and Tonga :) 

 

Please pray for my health as I am still carrying some sickness and infections on my leg. Life in the Pacific is 

beautiful and exciting but the more remote you go. the harder it is in almost every aspect. I have been pray-

ing about getting proper medical care if needed, having access to clean food and water, and the deep roots 

of spiritual warfare and  strongholds of witchcraft etc. If you are willing, join me in prayer against attacks 

from the enemy in our physical, spiritual and mental health. Pray for safety and provision as we step out in 

faith. Also I would ask that you pray for the Holy Spirit to guide us according to His  will, so we will speak the 

right things in the right places to the right  

people. 

 

Much love, 

Rachael 

An update from Rachael Unger, Pat & Ken Farn’s granddaughter,  

who is doing a six-month mission experience with YWAM. 



Time Capsule 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Norwegian Lutheran Church and parsonage, Calgary, Alberta.", [1923 or 1924], (CU1201140) by W. J. Oliver, 

Courtesy of Glenbow. Published in Herald newspaper Jan 11, 1924 page 5. (Parsonage 202-8 St SW built 1914. 

Church built 1923. Current address 840-3 Ave SW.) 

The 1899 cornerstone date for the Eau Claire Scandinavian Lutheran congregation has been used for anniversary 

celebrations. Monday May 28, 1900 is mentioned in Rev. Cherland’s book Lutheran Legacy pg 9. 

 

 

Rev. H. C. Wik of Wetaskiwin came to hold services 

in private homes in 1889. Basement  dedicated 1910.  

C. O. B. Ness was the first resident pastor according 

to the Herald news article of Feb 10, 1962. 



Time Capsule, continued 

 

 

 

The Norwegian Young Peoples’ Organization was formed in 1910. The manse on the lot adjoining the 

church cost $1800 and was completed in 1914. It was decided at the annual meeting of February 15, 1923 

to build a church on the basement. The mortgage was burned in 1933 and the congregation became self-

supporting in 1949. 

English became the language for the morning service in May 1927 and Norwegian for the informal 

evening service. The services were all in English from 1937 and Trinity became the name of the church. 

As of 2026, Calgary has two Trinity Churches, the former Norwegian Lutheran and Trinity Baptist at 9920 

Fairmount Drive SE in the community of Willow Park. Trinity Methodist began in Robert and Anna 

Legge’s home in East Calgary in 1904 because Central Methodist was too far away. It had several name 

changes and relocations. The existing 1913 building at 1401-1 Ave SE was renamed Lantern Community 

Church around 2006. 

 

Dec 2023 Trinity Lutheran Church by A. Ahuja, Google Maps 

Submitted by Alice Rodier 



Bishop’s Message 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dear friends,  

 

 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever 

 believes in him will not be put to shame.1” Is this a blueprint for building something 

 bigger? No, it is a promise about what already is!  

 

Our worth is so often measured by size, speed, and shine, making it easy to wonder if what we are doing 

matters. Some of us gather in full pews, voices strong and echoing while some are in seasons of renewal.  Still 

others feel like winter soil, waiting.  

 

Yet the cornerstone is not laid in numbers or visibility. It is laid in Christ. And this changes everything.  

The strength of a building does not depend on how many stones it has, but on whether those stones are 

anchored to what is true and enduring. We are part of God’s living structure. Prayers whispered over hospital 

beds, shared meals in fellowship halls, quiet acts of mercy, stubborn hope in uncertain times--all of these are 

gathered into something holy. We are chosen and precious, because the One who calls us is faithful. So 

continue!  

 

Continue in the ministry that has been entrusted to you, whether it feels small or expansive. Continue to tell the 

story of Jesus, even when the world seems to prefer other narratives. Continue to serve your neighbour, even 

when the needs feel overwhelming. Continue to gather, sing, pray, bless, break bread. Such things are the 

cornerstones of faith and community.  

 

Why not join the upcoming workshops “Brave Changes, Shared Hope?” Rev Dr Bill Harrison2 will work with us on 

leadership for these times. May 9 (Grace Lutheran Church, Wetaskiwin) and June 6 (Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church, High River).   

 

Remember, this promise remains: whoever believes in him will not be put to shame. Not our congregations. Not 

our ministries. Not our faithful, everyday witness.  

 

Take heart. What we are doing matters for us and the world.  

 

Grace and peace be with us all as we continue to live into the calling given, right where we are.  

 

In Christ,  

 

 

Bishop Trish Schmermund  

Synod of Alberta and the Territories, ELCIC  




