Light From the Hill                [image: ] 
May, 2026… Pastor’s Corner…Rev. John Bright
THE EIGHT CORE VALUES
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As I sit and think about my hopes for the revival meetings next week, one thing stands out in my heart and my prayers: a growing desire and hunger for holiness of heart and life.  I will be mentioning this almost every week as I start preaching though the Letters of John.  Holiness of heart and life has been the desire of Jesus Followers for the last 2,000 years.

Since the 15th century, many have turned to the book, “The Imitation of Christ,” for guidance to changing the inner life.  Written by Thomas a’ Kempis, it is considered to be a practical guide for leading a Christ-centered life.  What is covered?

Needs to be abandoned:
· Pride
· The desire to gain the things of the world
· Trusting in status

Needs to be gained:
· Humility
· Obedience to God’s Word
· Inner faithfulness
· Trusting in God’s grace

When we turn away from the things of the world, that never REALLY satisfies, and turn to the things of the Spirit, that TRULY satisfies the soul and spirit, we will find the peace and joy that so many folks today are seeking to find.  The problem is that they are looking in all the wrong places.  Are we doing the same thing?

The third part of “The Imitation of Christ” is a dialogue with Christ that is meant to encourage the reader.  We need to find that Christ is enough, even when the storms of life are raging.  We can trust Jesus.  We can surrender all to Christ.  We can cry out to Jesus every day: “I need you!”

Folks in our day often reject any call to move away from the things of the world, but listen to the call of Jesus to each of us:  Luke 9 “23 Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 24 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. 25 For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost?”

Becoming like Christ has caused many words to be spoken and much ink to be spilled.  I am including an article for you to consider from the CS Lewis Institute.

My prayer: Lord, give everyone at Laurel Hill GMC a desire within that can never be satisfied by the things of this world.  May we be crucified with Christ and raised with Christ so that our union with Christ will draw us ever closer to You!  Amen.

Serving the Great Shepherd,
Pastor John

SERMON TITLE AND SCRIPTURE FOR MAY, 2026

5/3/26		Communion/Series:  Letters of John
			1 John 1:1-4
			Sermon: “Jesus, the Only Way”

5/10/26		Mother’s Day/Series:  Letters of John
			1 John 1:5-7
			Sermon: “Lots of If’s”

5/17/26		Series:  Letters of John
			1 John 1:8-2:2
			“Deception and Sin” 
                  
                          5/24/26            Pastor John is at Bon Air Correctional Center
                                                     Preachers:  Birt and Penny Cory
	 
5/31/26		Guest Preacher:  Nick Savoca
			Nick & Rozanne Savoca are missionaries who
have served with both Teen Challenge and Youth With A Mission for over 50 years.

    [image: ]          HAPPY BIRTHDAY-MAY, 2026  
Phil Deane		May 3rd			Judy Kennedy	May 11th 
Ann Via    	 	May 4th 			Connie Madison	May 14th
Joe Corley		May 6th 			Meade Welch		May 14th 
Ray Alexander	May 6th			

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY-MAY, 2026
 Pastor Hyunho and Miyeon Lee   May 2nd
   Marsha and Ben Williams             May 20th

FOR YOUR INFORMATION…
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2026 Vacation Bible School

We are currently looking for volunteers for our VBS Program “Rainforest Falls:  Exploring the Nature of God”.  VBS will be help the week of July 20-24 from 9:00 A.M. to 12 Noon.  Volunteers are needed for station leaders and crew leaders for both preschool and elementary school ages, as well as setting up and decorating for a “Rainforest Falls” experience.  There are scripted guides for all of the leaders, but you will need to be familiar with the information beforehand and attend a training meeting. If you think you might be interested, please contact Janet Benford at (804) 543-7235 before the end of May.  Thanks!


MISSIONS AND MINISTRIES FOR MAY
Thanks for your continued support of Missions. The Mission Team will meet on May 13 to determine our next designations.

Please remember we are collecting for Operation Christmas Child.  Please consider small rag dolls that will fit in the shoe boxes, boxes of domino's, combs and hair brushes, clips/bows/hairbands for girls and anything else you see for the children that will fit in the boxes.

Come out and support the Fish yard sale.  They especially need our help with set up and take down.  See the back of the flyer about the Yard Sale for the dates and times we especially need help.

Blessings!

The Mission Team


THE LADIES OF LAUREL HILL… will meet on Tuesday, May 12th, at 10:30 A.M. to travel to Williamsburg for lunch at “Food for Thought”.  We will leave the parking lot at 10:30 A.M. so come a little earlier than that so we can decide who will drive, etc.  This is a really fun place to eat and the food is also very good.  The menu is on line if you would like to see it ahead of time. Hope you can join us for this Colonial adventure!
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We are working very hard to get ready for our spring yard sale at FISH.  It will be held on Thursday and Friday, May 7th and 8th.  This event requires “all hands on deck”.  We need plenty of help on Wednesday (May 6) to set up and Friday at 5pm to get everything put away.  Last year many of you came out to help set up and to work during the sale.   It was absolutely wonderful.  Our church was one of the best represented.  I don’t think we would have been ready without your help.   I hope you will consider helping us again this year. (See flyer for times we need help.)
 
Did you know that FISH has an annual golf tournament.  This year it will be held on Saturday, May 30 at Brookwood Golf Club.  Last year we had 17 teams.  Please consider enjoying a day outside to golf or if you aren’t a golfer you can support FISH by being a “hole” sponsor or give a door prize.   This is a really good fundraiser for FISH. (see the flyer for more details)


ON MAY 17TH following our worship, we will have a Fellowship Luncheon.
It will be a covered dish luncheon like we usually have.  Watch for more details as the time gets closer.  We will have reminders in the bulletin.

Plan to stay and enjoy the friendship and delicious food.  Mark your calendar.
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