
Title: Since The Tomb Is Empty Nothing Was Impossible For God
To Use Barnabas As An Encouragement To Others! 

Text: Acts 4:32-37. 

Subject: Power In The Resurrection Of Jesus Christ. 

Proposition: Can/By

Theme: How To Do It 

Transitional Statement: E/C can live in the power of the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by the following EXAMPLES displayed here about a man named Barnabas who was greatly used by God to encourage others in their walk with God. 

Keyword: EXAMPLES

Intro: 

Read verses 32-37. 

The Bible says in Ephesians 3:20: Now unto him that is ABLE to do EXCEEDING ABUNDANTLY ABOVE ALL that WE ASK or THINK, according to the POWER that worketh in US,

Whatever you think about God or whatever you think God can or cannot do He can do better, He can do bigger, and He can do anything with us because the tomb is empty! 

Who is Barnabas? 

Barnabas’s name is mentioned 29 times in the New Testament.

Peter’s name is mentioned 156 times in the New Testament. 

John’s name is mentioned 130 times in the New Testament.

Paul’s name is mentioned 158 times in the New Testament. 

In verse 36 his name Joses which means exalted. 

People who are the best ENCOURAGERS can’t be EXALTED because they EXALT others. 

Also others have said that name Joses means Joseph and if so Joseph’s name means let him add. 

This sounds more like Barnabas someone who adds to others and not take away from others.

So the disciples renamed him Barnabas which means son of rest. 

This sounds like Barnabas because we are gonna see he’s a good man and a follower of Jesus. 

Jesus said this…

The Bible says in Matthew 11:28. 

Those who are encouragers give rest to those who are wounded and weary.

The son of consolation the word in the Greek is paraklēsis means son of encouragement, comfort, and refreshment. 

Jesus said it was better for Him to leave because the Comforter would come which is the Holy Spirit. 

The Bible says in John 16:7.

The word here for Comforter is paraklētos which means one who pleads another's cause with one, an intercessor. 

As we will see Barnabas is such an encourager he sticks up for weaker Christians in the faith and is an intercessor also.  

Those two Greek words are so close in common ole Barnabas is a picture of the Holy Spirit by the way he comforts and encourages others. 

The key to us being like Barnabas’s is found in Acts chapter 11…

Look what the Bible says in Acts 11:22-24. 

In verse 24 the word good means of good constitution or nature, useful, pleasant, agreeable, joyful, happy, upright, honorable. 

People who are encouragers are not only good for God but also for God’s people and also bringing lost people into God’s family because their not focused on themselves they’re focused on others. 

The English definition of encouragement means to inspire with courage, spirit, or confidence, to promote, advance, or foster. 

The word foster means to promote the growth or development of; further; encourage. 

Not every believer can be like Peter, John, or Paul in their ministries but WE can ALL be like Barnabas and have a ministry of ENCOURAGEMENT. 

SINCE THE TOMB IS EMPTY NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD WITH US BEING ENCOURAGERS! 

Today let’s look at 3 Examples how God used Barnabas to be an encouragement and how God wants to do that with us today. 

Since The Tomb Is Empty Nothing Was Impossible For God And Barnabas Was An Encouragement To Others In His Giving- Verse Acts 4:37. 
When the Holy Spirit is at work, giving is a blessing and not a burden.
Because of their unity, Barnabas and the church regarded people more important than things or money.
The church recognized God’s ownership of everything; it all belonged to God and His people. 
Because God had touched their lives so deeply, they found it easy to share what was theirs.
They put God first, people second, and material things third.
Barnabas didn’t wait for others to give. When a need arose, he gave what he had to help others.
One man named Barnabas was a notable example of this giving spirit. 
He was known for being generous with more than material things; he was so generous with encouragement. 
While the early church’s spirit of sacrifice and loving generosity is worthy of our emulation, believers today are not required to imitate these practices. 
The principles of Christian giving are outlined in the epistles and nowhere are we instructed to bring our money and lay it at the pastor’s feet as though he were an apostle. 
It is their spirit and their sacrifice of their giving that is important to us today and not the way they gave.
Here’s a quick list of how we are to give today as believers in the church. 
Number 1. 
Today as believers and the church we are to give financially on the 1st day of the week which is Sunday. 
The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 16:1-2. 
We are to give offerings not necessarily a tithe. 
Tithe means 10%. 
Tithe is Old Testament teaching of how they were to give and that was only for the nation of Israel. 
Actually most of Israel had to give about 23% of their income. 
We as the church should give financially what God has put on our hearts to give and it could be 10%, it could be 20%, it could be 5% idk that’s between you and God but everyone who’s saved should give financially to God and His kingdom. 
We are under grace and God owns it all God loves a cheerful giver and I’m telling you there’s nothing like giving to God. 
Number 2. 
We are to give cheerfully our offerings weekly at the local New Testament church we attend so the church body can carry out God’s Great Commission (Go into all the world) we will see this in more detail on number 5. 
The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 9:6-8.
Number 3. 
Our financial giving is also part of our WORSHIP and our LIFESTYLE. 
The Bible says in Matthew 6:19-21.
The Bible says in Matthew 22:21. 
The Bible says in Colossians 3:17. 
Number 4. 
We are to give outside of offerings to the poor or needy.
This is the Great Commandment (Love Your Neighbor). 
The Bible says in Matthew 22:37-40. 
The Bible says in Matthew 25:31-46. 
The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 8:1-5. 
The Bible says in James 2:15-16. 
Number 5.
We are to give to other ministries and missionaries above our offerings and helping people out.
We have all been commanded to go to the whole world and preach the gospel.
Not everyone can go so the way we are able to do this and be biblically right with God is by our financial giving to missions so missionaries can go and do what we are called to do. 
The Bible says in Matthew 28:18-20. 
You need to pray also about how much to give financially to missions and other ministries outside of your offerings. 
My wife and I give 10% every week to the church in offerings. 
We also give $200.00 a month above our offering to Evan’s Memorial Camp for our missions giving. 
From time to time we help people out financially above our offerings and our missions giving when the need arises. 
We know we can’t out give God it’s all His anyways.
We want to give to more missionaries and also go on mission trips as a family and a church family. 
The church at Philippi gave to Paul as a missionary. 
The Bible says in Philippians 4:15-19. 

Here’s the plan of What we are gonna do as a church:

Church we gotta start giving our offerings and missions money like God would have us to do so we can continue to carry out the great commission. 

Here’s the plan we want to see our church give faithfully in their offerings and their missions money and if we can give faithfully missions and get a good amount invested in our missions account I would like to see our church take on Evans Memorial Camp and then bring in more missionaries that we could vote on as a church to support but we can only do that by the faithful financial giving of our church family…

Application Question:

Since the tomb is empty and nothing is impossible for God….

Are you giving offerings to the church? 

Would you pray about how much to give to missions above your offering? 

Will you pray about who you can help financially above your offering and missions giving? 

Once again because the Word of God teaches us to give like this! 

Since The Tomb Is Empty Nothing Was Impossible For God And Barnabas Was An Encouragement To Others In His Guarding- Verses Acts 9:26-27. 
It seems strange that Christians in Jerusalem were so suspicious of Saul even three years after his conversion. 
They perhaps thought that Saul was part of an elaborate and extended plot; they perhaps wondered why he went off by himself for a while in Arabia; or just as likely, they probably were reluctant to embrace such a dramatic conversion without seeing it with their own eyes.

Illustration: About pastor Joby Martin bringing a stripper to church. 

Application Question:

Since the tomb is empty and nothing is impossible for God who do you have in your life right now that you need to stand up for in the faith? 

Since The Tomb Is Empty Nothing Was Impossible For God And Barnabas Was An Encouragement To Others In His Going- Verse Acts 1:8. 
Barnabas and Paul took missions trips. 
But God was ready for the two to separate and God used an argument to separate Barnabas and Paul but they stayed friends.
The Bible says in Acts 15:36-41.
Many years later since Barnabas was such an encouragement, Paul forgave Mark and requested for him. 
Mark was an evangelist, the author of the Gospel of Mark.
Marcus was his Latin surname, his Jewish name was John. 
He was a cousin of Barnabas and a companion of Paul in some of his missionary journeys
About 17 years after there argument Paul wrote about Mark.
Can I tell you Barnabas was a encouragement to Paul that even they had a disagreement both continued on in God’s will. 
The Bible says in Colossians 4:10. 
The Bible says in 2 Timothy 4:11. 
The Bible says in Philemon 1:23:24.
See time does heal once again around 15-17 years after their disagreement. 
Barnabas was an encouragement to Mark who was an encouragement to the apostle Peter and Peter treated him like a son. 
The Bible says in 1 Peter 5:13. 
Many commentators believe the book of Mark is actually from Peter’s point of view. 

Application Question: 

Since the tomb is empty and nothing is impossible for God what and where has God called you to go? 

Today church family I want you to come down to the altar and pray about your giving and also ask God what would He have you give to missions and next Sunday we will start taking up giving for missions? 



