Sunday, April 26th, 2026
Fourth Sunday of Easter (White)
First Reading
A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ACTS (2:42-47)

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being
done by the apostles. Allwho believed were together and had all things in common; they
would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.
Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and
ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the
people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Psalm 23

The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not be in want.

He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters.

He revives my soul and guides me along right pathways for his name's sake.

Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear no evil; for you are with
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; you have anointed
my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and | will dwellin
the house of the Lord for ever.

Second Reading
A READING FROM THE FIRST LETTER OF PETER (2:19-25)

Foritis a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If
you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure
when you do right and suffer for it, you have God's approval. For to this you have been
called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should
follow in his steps. "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth." When he
was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the
cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been
healed. For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd
and guardian of your souls.



Gospel
THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO JOHN (10:1-10)

Jesus said, "Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the
shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his
voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his
own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They
will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of
strangers." Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he
was saying to them. So again Jesus said to them, "Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate for the
sheep. Allwho came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to
them. | am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and
find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have
life, and have it abundantly."

Hymns

Open: CP 3 Morning Has Broken
Tune: Bunessan Text. E. Farjeon

Morning has broken like the first morning, Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from heaven,
blackbird has spoken like the first bird. like the first dewfall on the first grass.

Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden,
Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word! sprungin completeness where his feet pass.

Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning
born of the one light Eden saw play!
Praise with elation, praise every morning,
God'’s recreation of the new day!

Gradual : Gentle Shepherd
G.Gaither, Wm Gaither © 1974 William J. Gaither, Inc.
Used by permission CCLI 11138238



Gentle Shepherd come and lead us

For we need You to help us find our way
Gentle Shepherd come and feed us

For we need Your strength from day to day
There's no other we can turn to

Who can help us face another day

Gentle Shepherd come and lead us

For we need You to help us find our way

Offertory : CP 519 The Lord's My Shepherd
Tune: Crimond Text: Ps. 23

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’'ll not want.
He makes me down to lie

In pastures green: he leadeth me

the quiet waters by.

Yea, though | walk in death’s dark vale,
yet will | fear noneill:

For thou art with me; and thy rod

and staff me comfort still.

Goodness and mercy all my life
Shall surely follow me,

And in God’s house forever more
My dwelling place shall be.

Close : CP 425 Joyful Joyful We Adore Thee
Tune: Hymn to Joy L. van Beethoven
Text: H. van Dyke

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee,

God of glory, Lord of love;

hearts unfold like flowers before thee,
opening to the sun above.

My soul he doth restore again;
and me to walk doth make

Within the paths of righteousness,
ev’n for his own name’s sake.

My table thou hast furnished

In presence of my foes;

My head thou dost with oil anoint,
And my cup overflows.

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
drive the dark of doubt away;

giver of immortal gladness,

fill us with the light of day.



All thy works with joy surround thee,
earth and heaven reflect thy rays,
stars and angels sing around thee,
center of unbroken praise.

Field and forest, vale and mountain,
flowery meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird and flowing fountain
call us to rejoice in thee.

Thou art giving and forgiving,
ever blessing, ever blest,
well-spring of the joy of living,
ocean depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father and our Mother,
allwho live in love are thine;
teach us how to love each other,
lift us to the joy divine.



