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I— HAZELGREEN BAPTIST

Welcome to Hazelgreen Baptist Church. We are glad you've chosen
to worship with us today. If you are visiting for the first time, please fill
out the welcome card provided by our ushers.

We are an Independent Baptist Church that teach and preaches the
Word of God.

Pastor John Reed

Assistant Pastor Kevin Ross

Email: hazelgreenbaptistchurch@gmail.com
Phone: 708-389-5941 (Leave a message)

HBC website: https://www.hazelgreenbaptist.com
5022 W. 115TH ST.

ALSIP, lllinois

60803 United States

Weekly Services & Meetings

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 10:00 AM — 10:45 AM
SUNDAY SERVICE: 11:00 AM
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY: 6:30 PM — 7:30 PM

Order of Service 4/26/2026

Welcome & Announcements

Congregation #1: | Will Praise Him pg 497
Special Music: Armanda Nation

Doxology — pg. 815

Offertory: Naomi Ross

Congregation #2: You Are My All In All pg 583

Sermon: “Why God Chooses Splendid Sinners and Lovable Losers”
1 Corinthians 1:26-31

Closing: Yes, Lord, Yes pg 601

Pastor’s Corner

MISPLACED FAITH PART 3 CONCLUSION

Christ taught that many people who have a strong and abiding
faith will someday discover that their faith cannot save them.
Read what Christ said ‘Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord,
Lord shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth
the will of my father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? And
in thy name done many wonderful works? Matthew 7:21-22
Note that Christ said the person who will enter Heaven is the
one who does the will my Father which is in

heaven. Everyone desires good communication.
Communication enables us to know the will of someone

else. Going about life oblivious to expectations only brings
about relational anxiety and stress, but when expectations are
clear, our hearts are brought to peace and assurance. More

than anyone else, God understands the need for clear
communication. Thankfully, Jesus tells us clearly in Matthew
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7 what God desires that we may do the will of the Father.

In Matthew 7:15-20, Jesus likens doing God'’s will to a tree
that bears fruit. A fruit tree that does not produce fruit is not in
essence a fruit tree. It has betrayed its very being. At the very
least, the fruit tree is not fulfilling the purpose for which it is
designed. For a fruit tree to be worthy of the name, it must
produce fruit.

Jesus likened the unproductive fruit tree to the unproductive
“‘prophets” of the day (Matthew 7:15). These pretenders went
about declaring “Lord, Lord,” claiming to cast out demons, and
doing wondrous works, all the while missing the expectations of
God Himself. Jesus tells them that the Father sees through their
masquerades and charades. He calls them “evildoers” and
declares that He doesn’t know or recognize them (verse 23).

Jesus continues in Matthew 7:24-29, contrasting the lawless
prophets to true disciples who build their lives on a rock. The
false professors build on shifting sand. They claim to live well,
yet they are unstable, lawless, and fruitless. Jesus wants them
to know the clear communication of the Father in heaven so
their lives can be fruitful, righteous, and steady.

There are several truths to be gleaned from Jesus’ words
concerning “the one who does the will of my Father.” First,
actions speak more loudly than words. There are people
claiming to know God, and all the while God has never known
them. Words are not enough. Professions of faith in Christ and
declarations of loyalty to Him must be followed by Christlike
action. It's not enough for a tree to be labeled “apple tree”; it
must produce apples.

Second, the priority of salvation is not that we do things in
Jesus’ name, but that Jesus knows us. The pretenders do many
things in Jesus’ name (Matthew 7:22), and they have great
confidence in themselves that they are worthy of heaven. But

Jesus will declare to them, “I never knew you” (verse 22). Those
whom Jesus knows—those of whom He approves—are those
who do the will of His Father in heaven.

Third, Jesus is the Judge. The conversation Jesus has with the
false professors takes place at the final judgment. It is to Christ
that sinners must give account. “The Father judges no one,

but has entrusted all judgment to the Son” (John 5:22).

If the only way to “enter the kingdom of heaven” Matthew 7:21 is
to do the will of the Father in heaven, then what is the will of
God? The answer is found in the rest of Jesus’ sermon. All that
comes before Matthew 7:21 paints a picture of the one who truly
follows Christ and is known by Him. Those who do

the father’s will are showing by their actions that their faith is
real. “Do not merely listen to the word and so deceive
yourselves. Do what it says James 1:22; see also James 2:26).

Pastor Reed
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