
St. Mary Magdalene Orthodox Mission 
1635 Shaffer Road 

Atwater, California 95301 
Sunday April 26th 2026 

CHRIST IS RISEN! 
 

Activities and Events this Week 
 

Tuesday 28   Tuesday Morning Book Club   10:30am 
    Choir Rehearsal     6:00pm 
 
Saturday May 2  Clean-up Day – No Vespers   9:00am 
 
Sunday May 3  Hours       9:40am 
    Divine Liturgy     10:00am 
   
 
 

Announcements 
 

Tuesday Morning Book Club - Tuesday April 21st at 10:30am in the Fellowship Hall. 
“The Lord of Spirits” by Andrew Damick. Book is available in the bookstore for 
purchase. Diane Holmes is leading the book study. All are welcome to attend!  
 
Prosphora Baking – we are on the lookout for baking talent. We are looking for a few 
good prosphora bakers who will commit to baking the church bread. On Saturday April 
25th following the Radonitsa grave blessings, Fr. Lawrence will bake bread at the church 
hall and will begin to train anyone interested in helping to take up this task of baking 
bread. One or two more bakers would be a huge help! See for Fr. Lawrence for details.  
 
St. Eugene Church Camp – many thanks to everyone who donated. We got over 
$1000.00! Thank you! 
 
Parish Photo Project – Lydia Acton is leading an effort to organize our many parish 
photos and archives. Please let her know if you are interested in helping. 
 
Next Church Projects – we will be designing and getting a beautiful counter made for 
the narthex that matches our existing furniture. I am also hoping to remove many of the 
pews prior to Great and Pascha 2027 to accommodate our growth and proper Orthodox 
Worship. 
 
 
Living Our Life in Light of the Risen Christ! 



Yesterday a number of us gathered at the Merced Cemetery to announce to the 
departed that Christ is Risen! The celebration of Radonitsa is celebrated the second 
Tuesday after Pascha – I’m not sure why that day – we celebrated it yesterday. The 
custom comes from the Kiev far caves when during the Paschal Matins in 1463 Saint 
Dionysius, a hermit in the caves, went around and was censing the relics of the God-
pleasers buried in the Kiev Caves. When the monk cried: “Holy Fathers and brethren, 
today is the great day! “Christ is Risen!” their reply resounded like thunder: and the 
God-pleasers yelled back “Indeed, He is Risen!” In the modern world this is too 
fantastic! But the modern world has very little belief. Many call themselves Christian 
and by doing so would automatically believe in the Resurrection, the Saints, and 
miracles. But many do not and many, many more have no idea what they believe. The 
post Christian world is a very powerful force in non-belief. We as Orthodox Christians 
are called to live a much different life than the post-Christian world lives. We are to live 
in the most wonderful event the Cosmos has ever witnessed! It was the event that 
turned 11 cowards into the most prolific preachers of the Gospel the world has ever 
seen. The “cowards” turned the world upside down! We cannot be lazy and dismissive 
of our faith. The world needs our witness so it can once again live in the light of what 
Christ intended – for us to be completely human. The live a life of prayer, fasting and 
feasting, participation in the sacraments, the reading of Scripture, a complete 
reorientation of our lives! The Church gives us this opportunity each year and 
eventually through our lives the world will see the true power of Christianity.  Because 
of the Resurrection, the physical world rejoices by showing us myrrh streaming icons, 
myrrh coming from the bones of the Saints and even flooding their coffins in the 
Church. The incorrupt relics of the Saints. In the world of man, sinners having their life 
transformed and Saints showing forth every generation! And, like the God-pleasers in 
the Kiev Caves we may even witness to the world from our own graves! Christ is Risen! 
 
 
 
 
Please feel free to contact Fr. Lawrence for questions or to visit. 719-347-1211 
Rector@StMaryMagdalenechurch.org 
Welcome to all visitors!   


