St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, April 26, 2026
Fourth Sunday of Easter

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of
the sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He
anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism.
Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. We
go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all crea-
tion.

EASTER PROCLAMATION

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed!

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed!

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS

The April Noisy Offering collection will go to the MLM Sack Lunch Program, chosen by the Confirmation class.
Our Confirmation youth have raised enough money to do a Sack Lunch “Power Hour”, in which we make 400 sack
lunches. Date to be announced.




Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne

and to the Lamb!

Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.
Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named).
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,

and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 807,vs.1& 3

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor
daily I'm constrained to be;
1 Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, let that grace now like a fetter
tune my heart to sing thy grace; bind my wand'ring heart to thee.
streams of mercy, never ceasing, Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it;
call for songs of loudest praise. prone to leave the God I love.
While the hope of endless glory Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it;
fills my heart with joy and love, seal it for thy courts above.
teach me ever to adore thee;
may | still thy goodness prove. Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.

Greeting page 138
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE  Pg.138
HYMN OF PRAISE page 140

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God our shepherd,

you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of
death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the
joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

CHOIR “He Is the Risen Lord,” by Joseph M. Martin

First Reading: Acts 2:42-47

Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon
on the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new
community is sustained in worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and en-
sures that everyone has enough.



**[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and the prayers.

*> Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being
done through the apostles. “* All who believed were together and had all things in
common; ** they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the pro-
ceeds to all, as any had need. “° Day by day, as they spent much time together in
the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous
hearts, *’ praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day
the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 23
The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1)

"The LoRD is my shepherd;
| shall not be in want.
’ The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
’You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
> You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
° Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25

Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties,
hardships, rejection, or even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for
our path of endurance and loyalty to God, particularly amid adversity.

"It is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while
suffering unjustly. “° If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what
credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a com-



mendable thing before God. ** For to this you have been called, because Christ al-
so suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.

> “He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

>>When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not
threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. ** He himself
bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live
for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. *” For you were going
astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of
your souls.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Gospel Acclamation pg. 142

Holy Gospel, according to John, the 10th Chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: John 10:1-10

Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spir-
itual leadership. Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life.

[Jesus said:] " “Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by
the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. * The one who en-
ters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. ° The gatekeeper opens the gate for
him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own
sheep by name and leads them out. “ When he has
brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and
the sheep follow him because they know his voice. °
They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from
him because they do not know the voice of
strangers.” © Jesus used this figure of speech with
them, but they did not understand what he was say-
ing to them. h,
’So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, L= L
| am the gate for the sheep. ° All who came before Le= :
me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. ’ | am the gate.
Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture.




"“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life

and have it abundantly.”

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen

SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 778

The Lord's My Shepherd

1 The Lord's my shepherd; I'll not want.
he makes me down to lie
in pastures green; he leadeth me
the quiet waters by.
He leadeth me, he leadeth me
the quiet waters by.

2 My soul he doth restore again,
and me to walk doth make
within the paths of righteousness,
e'en for his own name's sake;
within the paths of righteousness,
e'en for his own name's sake.

3 Yea, though | walk in death's dark vale,
yet will | fear no ill;
for thou art with me, and thy rod
and staff me comfort still;

for thou art with me, and thy rod
and staff me comfort still.

4 My table thou hast richly spread
in presence of my foes;
my head thou dost with oil anoint,
and my cup overflows.
My head thou dost with oil anoint,
and my cup overflows.

5 Goodness and mercy all my life
shall surely follow me,
and in God's house forevermore
my dwelling-place shall be;
and in God's house forevermore
my dwelling-place shall be.

Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, Edinburgh, 1650

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,



eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
Living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped

And glorified, who has spoken through the

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
Apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism

for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of righteous-
ness. Embolden your church to enter the valleys of the world and guide us beside



the still waters of your grace. We pray for military and prison chaplains serving
near and far. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and in-
struct our hearts in your ways. Help us to revere and protect the wonders of your
creation. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and advocate
for human rights. Bring an end to oppression and save us from the temptation of
violence or vengeance. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are ill or
injured (especially). Restore them to health of body, mind, and spirit. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into a
community where all are honored and cared for. Spread a feast before us and fill
our cups to overflowing. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now dwell in
your love. At our end, bring us, with them, to our heavenly home. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.

OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING

OFFERTORY ELW 186

PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,
And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 144

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of new life.

Receive the risen Lord.

COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG pg. 146




COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 789
Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us

1 Savior, like a shepherd lead us;
much we need your tender care.
In your pleasant pastures feed us,
for our use your fold prepare.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have bought us; we are yours.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have bought us; we are yours.

2 We are yours; in love befriend us,
be the guardian of our way;
keep your flock, from sin defend us,
seek us when we go astray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
hear us children when we pray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
hear us children when we pray.

3 You have promised to receive us,
poor and sinful though we be;
you have mercy to relieve us,
grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
early let us turn to you.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
early let us turn to you.

4 Early let us seek your favor,
early let us do your will;
blessed Lord and only Savior,
with your love our spirits fill.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have loved us, love us still.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have loved us, love us still.

Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847

ELW 456

Baptized in Water

1 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,

cleansed by the blood of Christ our king:

heirs of salvation, trusting his promise,
faithfully now God's praise we sing.

2 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,
dead in the tomb with Christ our king:
one with his rising, freed and forgiven,
thankfully now God's praise we sing.

3 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,
marked with the sign of Christ our king:
born of the Spirit, we are God's children;
joyfully now God's praise we sing.

Text: Michael Saward, b. 1932
Text © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company,
Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
license from copyright administrator.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.

Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,

to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

SENDING

Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

-+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.




RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 774

What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms

leaning on the everlasting arms.

What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
leaning on the everlasting arms;

what a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
leaning on the everlasting arms.

Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
leaning on the everlasting arms;

oh, how bright the path grows from day to
day,

leaning on the everlasting arms. Refrain

Refrain 3
Leaning, leaning, (Leaning on Jesus, lean-
ing on Jesus,)
safe and secure from all alarms;
leaning, leaning, (leaning on Jesus, leaning
on Jesus,)

What have | to dread, what have | to fear,
leaning on the everlasting arms?

| have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
leaning on the everlasting arms. Refrain

Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Mark Schmideskamp,
Barbara Strampe,
Jami Schmideskamp,
Donna Nichols,

Pete Cagle,

Linda Cagle,

Janet Nichols,

Chuck Vandenberg,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
George McElroy,
Janet Schmidt,

Family & friends:

Nephew of Amanda Sibson,

Family of Steve Harper, friend of Don & Janet
Anderson,

Roger Trester, father of Linda Cagle,

Parents of Amanda Sibson,

Everett & family, friend of sister-in-law of Janet
Anderson,

Eric Ohman, friend of Joni Benz,

Jim Moore, friend of Joni Benz,

Michel El Haddad, extended Fetsch family member,
Donna Daeke, sister of Paula Quade,

Amy Cagle, daughter-in-law of Pete & Linda Cagle,
Audrey Varner, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Mitch Shaffer, friend of Susan and Bob Fetsch,
Patty, friend of Vicki Larson,

Barry Hansen, cousin of Paula Quade,

Family of Irene, mother of Janet Krievins,

Family of Carol Beall, mother-in-law of Tim Anderson
and friend of Don & Janet Anderson

Garry Thomas, father of Mark Thomas,

Kathryn Young, cousin of Mark Schmideskamp,
Steve, cousin of Tom Bryer,

Nancy Harris, daughter-in-law of Nancy & Ron Brown,
Marilou Osborne, cousin of Joni Benz,

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson,

Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg,

Marlin Weidler, friend of St. Mark’s,

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle,

Kerry O’Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Fran Besser, friend of Joni & Steve Benz,

Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,

Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewski,
Tammy Strampe, daughter-in-law of Barbara
Strampe,

Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey,

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe,
Sheryl Thompson, friend of Pete Cagle,

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,
Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle,

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s,
Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle
Stan, friend of Pete Cagle,

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle,

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,
Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,
Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen
Thompson,



