FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado
(303) 776-2800 | www.firstluth.org
Pastor: Garrett Struessel and Deacon Korra Looschen

Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 26,2026 — 9:30 a.m.
Easter Welcome to worship, we are glad you are with us!

GATHERING

PRELUDE
INTRODUCTION

Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep in today’s gospel. The risen
Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism.
Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. We go forth to be signs of the resurrection and
extend God’s tender care to all creation.

WELCOME
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of
creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us

Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death
and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of
peace.

Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels,
giving you honor and praise, now and forever.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN ““You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd” ACS 954 vs.1,3,4


http://www.firstluth.org/

You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd
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1 You, Lord, are both Lamb and Shep - herd.
2 Clothed in light up - on the moun - tain,
3 You, who walk -each day be side us,
4 Wor - thy is our earth - ly Je - sus!
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You, Lord, are both prince and slave.
stripped of might up - on the Cross,
sit in pow - er at God’s side.
Wor - thy is our cos -  mic Christ!
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You, peace - mak - er and sword bring - er
shin - ing in e - ter - nal glo - ry,
You, who preach a way that’s nar -  row,
Wor - thy your de - feat and vic - try;
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of the way you took and gave.
beg - gared by a sol - dier’s toss,
have a love that reach es wide.
wor - thy  still your peace and strife.
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You, the ev - er - last - ing in stant;
you, the ev - er-last - ing in stant;
You, the ev - er-last - ing in stant;
You, the ev - er - last - ing in stant;
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you, whom we both  scorn and crave.
you, who are both  gift and cost.
you, who are our pil grim guide.
you, who are our death and life.

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Music: PICARDY, French folk tune, 17th cent.
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of death. Guide us by
your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen
ANTHEM “In Christ is Gladness” arr. by Douglas E. Wagner Chancel Choir
READINGS
Acts 2:42-47

Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was
poured out on God’s people. The new community is sustained in worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures
that everyone has enough.

*2[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

3 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. ** All who believed
were together and had all things in common; ** they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to
all, as any had need. *° Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their
food with glad and generous hearts, " praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord
added to their number those who were being saved.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

1 Peter 2:19-25

Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships, rejection, or even suffering. Here
Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to God, particularly amid adversity.

Y1t is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while suffering unjustly. % If you endure when
you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a
commendable thing before God. ?! For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an
example, so that you should follow in his steps. ** “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” > When he
was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges
justly. > He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his
wounds you have been healed. > For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and
guardian of your souls.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN ’S TIME Pastor Garrett Struessel

Congregation: Please Rise for the Gospel Acclamation



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of ¢-ter-nal life.

GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 10* chapter beginning at the 1% verse.
Glory to you, O Lord.
John 10:1-10

Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. Those who listen to Jesus are
led to abundant life.
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[Jesus said:] ! “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a
thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. * The gatekeeper opens the gate for him,
and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. * When he has brought out all his own, he
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. * They will not follow a stranger, but they will
run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” ® Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not
understand what he was saying to them. ” So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. ® All
who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. °I am the gate. Whoever enters by me
will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. ° The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that
they may have life and have it abundantly.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Garrett Struessel
APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I belie.ve in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting.

Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Merciful God
Receive our prayers



PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also, with you.

MEAL
OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray.

Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy
may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus.

Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Page 107
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Page 108
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nameof the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high -  est.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as itis in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever and ever.

Amen.

COMMUNION

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation, shared in this
meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you, and “the blood of Christ shed for you, include the promise of the forgiveness of sin,
life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord. The ushers will invite you to come forward for communion. We invite everyone to
receive communion if you so desire. The invitation to receive Holy Communion is from Christ Jesus; therefore “all are welcome’.
In our serving communion trays, wine is darker red on the outside, and grape juice is the lighter color in the center. We serve
only gluten-free bread prepared in a kitchen excluding wheat flour, to include everyone regardless of wheat-gluten

sensitivities. Come, taste and see, that the Lord is good.
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LAMB OF GOD
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
COMMUNION HYMNS
“Let Us Break Bread” ELW 471
“As the Grains of Wheat” ELW 465
ELW 472

“Eat This Bread”




Let Us Break Bread Together ELW 471

m \qo

NV > 3

[Y) T r ; Dl $ & ﬁ &

:

F

l.Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees:
2.Let us drink  wine to - geth-er on our knees.
3.Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees:
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let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees.
let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees.
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BREAK BREAD TOGETHER

Text: African American spiritual .
10 10 and refrain

Music: African American spiritual



As the Grains of Wheat ELW 465

Refrain
D # 2, —
. g . o \
ey [ } L o & R
e et
As the grains of wheat once scat-tered on the hill were
n n ¥ ——
%t =
i [ [ o *® \
NSV, —o —0—
) 4
gath-ered in-to one to be-come our bread; so may all your peo-ple from
044y — |
2 g N P [ |
G, ”- - o » o 1
)
all the ends of earth be gath-ered in-to one in you.
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1.As this cup of bless-ing is shared with - in our midst,
2.Let this be a fore-taste of all that is to come when
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may we  share the pres - ence of your love.
all cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.
Test: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931 AS THE GRAINS
Music: Carlton R. Young, b. 1926 Irregular

Text and music © 1996 Hope Publishing Company



Eat this Bread ELW 472
) o

_r'fn” \ \ ' —— ) H—=

D T = 5333 53

"Eat this bread, drink this cup, come to me and nev-er be hun - gry.
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Eat this bread, drink this cup, trust in me and you will not thirst."
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Text: Taizé Community BERHTIER
Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994 Irregular

Text and music © Les Presses de Taizé, admin GIA Publications, Inc.
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COMMUNION BLESSING

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace
to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,
Amen.

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” ELW 774
SENDING

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

WELCOME to Worship! Preacher/Presider: The Rev. Garrett Struessel

Council Hosts: Kayla Morelli

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP, and families can sit Dorotha Ekx

anywhere in the sanctuary, including the chapel near the front.

A NURSERY is available downstairs across from the Choir Ushers: Vicki Hergott

Room for children under 5. Follow the signs. Herb Hergott

LARGE-PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available from the Reader: Barb Mohr

ushers.

C ion Assistants: Lewis G , 11
ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg Chapel ormution Assistants: - LEVS HEYEL

Barb Moh
parking lot, one-half block north of the church on Terry Street. Da\l/\r/ight?filrford
RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the church, o
along the hallway leading to the Big Room. There are handicap Choir Director Sally Campbell
accessible restrooms on the lower level near the elevator, and o . s .

. . rganist/Pianist: Gary Elmquist
in the Big Room.

We are blessed to be able to record our worship services so that
others may enjoy worship remotely. Please note that today’s
worship service is audio and video recorded for online sharing
and archival purposes.

We love seeing you in worship!

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. Text for the liturgy reprinted from the Sundays and
Seasons, copyright 2023. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SBL14236.
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What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
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2 Oh, how sweetto walk in this pil-grim way, lean - ing on the ev - er-
3 What have 1 to dread,what have I to fear, lean - ing on the ev - er-
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last-ing arms; oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,
last-ing arms? have bless - ed peace with my Lord so near,
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lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
lean - 1ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
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lean - ing, lean - ing, lean-ing on the ev-er - last - ing arms.

Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929
Music: SHOWALTER, Anthony J. Showalter, 1858—1924
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