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Fourth Sunday of Easter – April 26, 2026 

10 a.m. Worship at Zion’s Lutheran Church 

Welcome Friends and Guests: Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus 
is called the “gate” of the sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to 
abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our 
baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. We 
go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all creation. 

Serving this Sunday: 
  Worship – Pastor Lisa Rygiel, Mike McNeil & Erin Ogletree 
  Musicians – Connie Pallone & Sharon Sorenson 
  Ushers – Jody Alford & Cheryl Leef 
  Communion – Kathy Humphrey & Erin Ogletree 

Worship & Music: In boundless diversity, we all are made in God's image! If you are 
visiting or new to our faith family, please sign our guest book and feel free to learn more 
about us. Come back and worship each Sunday at 10 a.m.  

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers. We use both the cranberry Lutheran 
Book of Worship and the purple All Creation Sings hymnals as indicated in the bulletin. 

Communion: We celebrate open communion. This is Christ’s table, all are welcome. You 
may come forward for the sacraments or cross your arms across your chest for a blessing. 
Our bread is gluten free and both wine and white grape juice (center of communion tray) 
are available. 

Other: Restrooms are in the Fellowship Hall; our ushers can direct you. 

Fellowship: Please join us after worship today in the Fellowship Hall for coffee and 
conversation. All are welcome! 

Zion’s Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) community. 
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~Gathering~ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Gathering of Prayers & Call to Worship 
Easter people, we gather to worship and to listen, to learn the sound, the feel, the cadence of the 
Shepherd’s voice. 
We come seeking our Shepherd’s voice. 

We gather to worship and to discern, to learn how to recognize our Shepherd’s voice amidst the chaos 
and noise of our lives. 
We come seeking our Shepherd’s voice. 

We gather to worship and to find shelter, to learn to trust our Shepherd’s voice to guide us to safety and 
provide for us in all things. 
We come seeking our Shepherd’s voice. 

Come, let us worship as we listen for the voice of Jesus who guides us, protects us, provides for us, and 
draws us together in community. 
We come to worship as the family of Christ, a flock seeking and following our Shepherd’s voice. Amen. 

Gathering Hymn: #604 (cranberry hymnal) O Christ, Our Hope 

Greeting 
O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of death. 
Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your 
house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
And also, with you. 
  



 3 

Kyrie  

  

Canticle of Praise (next page) 



 4 
 



 5 

Prayer of the Day  
The Lord be with you. And, also with you. 

O God our shepherd…one God, now and forever. Amen. 

~Word~  
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Acts 2:42-47 
42 [The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and the prayers. 43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done through 
the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45 they would sell their 
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent 
much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous 
hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their 
number those who were being saved. 

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 23 
1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 
2 The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures 
 and leads me beside still waters. 
3 You restore my soul, O Lord, 
 and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
 for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
 and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25 
19 It is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while suffering unjustly. 20 If 
you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do 
good and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God. 21 For to this you have been called, 
because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 
 22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but he 
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so 
that, having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25 For 
you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your 
souls. 

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation  

 

Gospel: John 10:1-10 
The holy gospel according to John chapter ten.   

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in 
by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 
3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name 
and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow 
him because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because 
they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not 
understand what he was saying to them. 

  7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came before 
me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me 
will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Message 

Sermon: Pastor Lisa Rygiel 

Hymn of the Day: #780 (cranberry hymnal) Shepherd Me, O God  
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The Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of righteousness. Embolden your 
church to enter the valleys of the world and guide us beside the still waters of your grace. In these 
uncertain times, we pray for military and prison chaplains serving near and far.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and instruct our hearts in your 
ways. Help us to revere and protect the wonders of your creation. Be with those who work diligently to 
protect our climate, our waterways, and our lands. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and advocate for human rights. 
Bring an end to oppression and save us from the temptation of violence or vengeance.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are ill or injured, help us to 
celebrate with those who share their gratitude for blessings bestowed, especially today we lift…Restore 
them to health of body, mind, and spirit. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into a community where all 
are cared for and honored. Spread a feast before us and fill our cups to overflowing. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now dwell in your love. At our end, 
bring us, with them, to our heavenly home.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
Amen. 

Peace 
The spirit-filled peace of Christ be with you always!  
And also with you!  

We invite you to exchange signs of peace using these traditional words that have been spoken by Easter 
people throughout the centuries: Christ is risen!  
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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~Meal~  
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering 

An offering is gathered for missions of the church. You can give using check or cash (mail to 510 Pine 
Street), or online at: 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1334741 

Offertory: #367 (cranberry hymnal) Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds, vs. 1  

Offering Prayer 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have 
raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to 
those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also, with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1334741
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life…Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has 
died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for 
his coming. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.  
Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit. 
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
God’s love is wide. God’s table is big. No one is excluded. 

Taste and see that the Lord is Good. 
Our bread is gluten free & both wine and white grape juice are available.  

God comes to us in worship and song. God also comes to us in silence and stillness.  
Please use the time before and after you commune for silent contemplation.  

Communion Song: Lamb of God 

 

Communion Hymn: #789 (cranberry hymnal) Savior, Like a Shephard Lead Us 
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Table Blessing 
May the body & blood of Jesus Christ, strengthen us, preserve us, and unite us in Love. Amen. 

Communion Song: Thank the Lord & Sing His Praise  

 

Communion Prayer 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water to 
give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s 
resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 

~Sending~ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Announcements & Special Blessings 

Benediction  
Beloved, may God bless you with open hearts and minds so that together we may pay attention, discern, 
and follow our Shepherd’s voice, for that is the way that leads to abundant life on earth as it is in 
heaven. 

And may the Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord 

look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

Sending Hymn: #774 (cranberry hymnal) What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine: Leaning on the 
Everlasting Arms 

Dismissal 
Go in peace and hope. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God.  
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~Announcements~ 

Flowers April 19 & 24: Given by Julie Morris in celebration of the birthdays of her children Marla & Jeff, 
and granddaughter Lyric. 

 Fellowship: Join us after worship today in the Fellowship Hall for coffee & conversation. All are 
welcome. 

 Wednesday Book Club: The Wednesday Book Club is focusing upon What if Jesus was Serious – A 
Visual Guide to the Teachings of Jesus We Love to Ignore. It meets at 10:30 a.m. each Wednesday in 
the Fellowship Hall. You can join at any time, so if you haven’t been able to attend before now, why 
not consider doing so. 

 Children’s Choir: Choir practice is at 3 p.m. today in the Fellowship Hall. 

 5-Loaves Volunteers Needed: Thank you to everyone who helped with 5-Loaves delivery this month. 
Our next deliveries will be Saturday, May 30. 

 God’s Work Our Hands: Terri Watson, our GWOH coordinator, is continuing to match people who 
can support o members of Zion’s who need of assistance – rides, errands, etc. Talk to Terri for 
details. Sign-up sheets also are in the Fellowship Hall. 

 Time of Prayer and Coffee: We are invited to join our siblings in Christ from the Methodist church 
for a time of prayer and coffee at 10:30 a.m. each Thursday at Kangaroo Coffee -in the Marketplace 
on Commercial Street. 

 We’re Here for You: For pastoral care, call Zion’s at 719-846-7785 or send an email: 
zionsluth@gmail.com 

Save the Date 

 Bad Faith Film & Discussion: Our follow-up discussion of the movie Bad Faith, which we viewed April 
16 at the Methodist Church, will begin at 6 p.m. on Thursday, April 30 in the Zion’s Fellowship Hall. 
Light snacks will be provided. If you did not get to view the film, it is available on both Tubi and 
Prime Video. We look forward to you being part of our discussion.  

 Zion’s Camp Out: Mark your calendars! We have reserved the group camping area at Trinidad Lake 
State Park May 31 (Sunday) through Wednesday June 3. Let Pr. Lisa know if you can help lead 
activities or help coordinate this adventure. 
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