Christ Lutheran Church & The Bridge Campus Ministry
Fourth Sunday of Easter - April 26, 2026

Connecting people to people ® people to faith e faith to life
69 Mill Street ® Athens, OH ¢ (740) 593-3144
info@clcathens.org ® www.clchathens.org

INTRODUCTION

Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep in
today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil
and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us
amid the world’s violence and war. We go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s
tender care to all creation.

SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Choir Director:
Christian Yoder; Choir Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Pianist: Patricia Cambridge; Asst/Lector:
Chris Snoddy; Livestream: Marilyn Shealy; Greeter: Bob Lyons; Ushers: Tammy Thompson, Sue
Ellen Miller; Time with Children: Cheryl Huebner; Acolyte: Meena; Tray Server: Pat Cambridge

WELCOME (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES)

Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people.
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell
and Fort Ancient cultures.

PRELUDE Spirit of the Living God Women'’s Ensemble



THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named).
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (ELW 807)
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev - ’ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
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Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



CANTICLE

All Glory Be To God On High (ELW 410)
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2 0O Fa - ther, for your lord - ship true we give you praise and
3 Lord Je - sus Christ, the on - ly Son of God, c¢re - a - tion’s
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God for grace and mer - cy!
lord - ship 1s our bless - ing.
on us all  have mer - cy.
lives are in  your keep - ing. A - men.

Text: Nikolaus Decius, 1485-1550; tr. composite
Music: ALLEIN GOTT IN DER HOH, plainsong; adapt. Nikolaus Decius
Text st. 1 © 2006 Augsburg Fortress; sts. 2-4 © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys
of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous
feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47

A reading from Acts.

“*[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking
of bread and the prayers.

“ Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done through the
apostles. “* All who believed were together and had all things in common; *° they would sell
their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. “° Day by day, as
they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with
glad and generous hearts, *’ praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by
day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25
A reading from 1 Peter.
It is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while suffering
unjustly. “ If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you
endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God. * For to
this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that
you should follow in his steps.

2 “He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but he
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. ** He himself bore our sins in his body on the
cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been
healed. ” For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and
guardian of your souls.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

ACCLAMATION Now to the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray (ELW 743)
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I Now to the Ho - ly Spir - it let us pray
2 0O sweet-est Love, your grace on us be - stow;
3 Tran - scen-dent com - fort in our ev - 'ty need,
4 Shine in our hearts, O Spir - it pre - cious  light,
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for true faith, most need - ed on our way:
set our hearts  with sa - cred fire a - glow,
help us nei - ther scorn nor death to heed,
that we Je - sus Christ  may know a - right,
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Guide us and de - fend us when life is end - ing
that with hearts u - mt - ed we love each oth - er,
that we may mnot fal - ter, nor cour - age fail us
cling - ing to our Sav - ior, whose blood has bought us,
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and our jour - ney home-ward is tend - ing. Lord, have mer - cy!
ev - 'ry strang-er, sis - ter, and broth - er Lord, have mer - cy!
when the foe shall taunt and as - sail us. Lord, have mer - cy!
who to our true home-land has brought us. Lord, have mer - cy!

Text: Medieval German Leise, st. 1; Martin Luther, 14831546, sts. 2—4; tr. composite
Music: NUN BITTEN WIR, J. Walter, Geistliche Gesangbiichilein, 1524
Text sts. 1, 4 © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Text sts. 2, 3 © 1969 Concordia Publishing House.

GOSPEL: John 10:1-10
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] ' “Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit.  The one who enters by the gate is the
shepherd of the sheep. ’ The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice.
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. * When he has brought out all his own, he
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. ° They will not
follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.”
® Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to
them.

’So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate for the sheep. ? All who
came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. °| am the gate.



Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. '’ The thief

comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”
The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY The Lord’'s My Shepherd (ELW 778)
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I The Lord’s my shep-herd; I'll not want. He makes me down to lie
2 My soul he doth re - store a - gain, and me to walk doth make
3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, yet will 1 fear no 1ll;
4 My ta - ble thou hast rich - ly spread in pres-ence of my foes;
5 Good-ness and mer - cy all my life shall sure-ly fol-low me,
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with - in the paths of righ-teous-ness,e’en for his own name’s sake;
for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort  still;
my  head thou dost with o0il a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.
and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be;
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He lead-eth me, he lead-eth me the qui-et wa - ters by.
with - in the paths of righ-teous-ness, e’en for his own name’s sake.
for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort still.
My  head thou dost with oil a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.
and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be.

Text: The Psalms of David in Meefer, Edinburgh, 1650
Music: BROTHER JAMES® AIR, James L. Macbeth Bain

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs.

Dear God, thank you for this opportunity to worship together today, and for this time together.
As we near the end of college and school years, we thank you for how you have helped each of
us this year as we faced different tests, and we ask you to be with those who will be traveling
away from Athens and those who may be entering a new phase of life. Thank you for always



being with us, no matter where we are in life, and please help us this week as we strive to share
our blessings and your love with those we meet every day. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of Love, you are our shepherd, and we shall not want. Thank you for caring for us in good
times and in bad, and even when we make mistakes or go down the wrong paths in life. Thank
you for forgiving us, loving us, and helping us to move forward. Please help us to forgive others,
too, and to reach out to others to help them know that they are loved and that they are not
alone. And please also help us to remember that while we are all different in so many ways, we
are all Your children because You made us in Your image. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of Peace, so many people live in danger and in fear in our world. Please be with everyone
whose lives are filled with danger of any sort. We ask you to help our leaders around the world
to work for peace instead of conflict, and to find ways to help one another. Please protect those
who serve in the military, comfort military families, and bless our veterans. Please also bless
those who are impacted by war and violence, so they may be safe and they can live in peace.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of Compassion, we ask you to comfort those experiencing grief and loss and to relieve
those who are suffering. Please also bring strength to those who are hospitalized, confined to
homes, or undergoing tests. We pray for healing for anyone who is ill in mind, body, or spirit.
Restore to wholeness those who are struggling with addictions. Bless our shut-ins and help us to
bring them joy. Please hear us now as we ask for blessings for those we name aloud or in our
hearts........ Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of Comfort, be with those to whom death draws near and those who have lost loved ones.
Bring peace and comfort to all who mourn, knowing with the conviction of our faith that
because you so loved the world that you gave your Chosen Son, who died and rose again, we
too will have eternal life. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING — THANK YOU! YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give
There you will also find instructions on how to text to give or download our church app!

ANTHEM The Lord’s My Shepherd Women’s Ensemble


https://www.clcathens.org/give

OFFERTORY

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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Let the vine-yards  be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927

Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day

when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,
that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord. Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,

to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,
T bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING SONG

What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine (ELW 774)
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lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
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lean - ing, lean - ing, lean-ing on the ev-er - last - ing arms.

Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929
Music: SHOWALTER, Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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