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APRIL 26, 2026

SUNDAY OF THE MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN,
Pious JOSEPH OF ARIMATHAEA & RIGHTEOUS NICODEMUS

] Sry G aadU ulagl)
usansi Jllly o Al ) Clligy coudall cBlala


http://www.orthodoxredeemer.org/

THE FIRST ANTIPHON
Shout with joy to God, all the earth; sing to His Name, give glory to His
praises.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us.
Say to God: How awesome are Thy works; let all the earth worship Thee,
and sing to Thee. Glory... Both now...
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THE SECOND ANTIPHON
May God have mercy upon us, and bless us, and may He cause His face to
shine upon us, and have mercy upon us.
Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee.
Alleluia.
That Thy way may be known upon earth, Thy salvation among all nations;
let the people give thanks to Thee, O God, let all the people give thanks to
Thee.
May God bless us, and may all the ends of the earth fear Him.
Glory... Both now... O, only begotten Son and Word of God...
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THE THIRD ANTIPHON
Let God arise, and let His enemies be scattered, and let those who hate Him
flee from before His face.
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death; and upon those
in the tombs, bestowing life!
As smoke vanisheth, so let them vanish; as wax melteth before the fire.
So let sinners perish at the presence of God, and let the righteous be glad.
This is the day which the Lord hath made; let us rejoice and be glad therein.
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THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN) OF PASCHA
In the gathering places bless ye God the Lord, from the springs of Israel.

Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee:
Alleluia.
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RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE TWO
When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal
One, then Thou didst destroy hades with Thy Godly power. And when Thou
didst raise the dead from beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry
aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee.
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APOLYTIKION OF JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA IN TONE TWO
The noble Joseph, taking Thine immaculate Body down from the Tree, and
having wrapped It in pure linen and spices, laid It for burial in a new
tomb. But on the third day Thou didst arise, O Lord, granting to the world
Great Mercy.
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APOLYTIKION OF THE MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN IN TONE TWO
Unto the myrrh-bearing women did the Angel cry out as he stood by the
grave: Myrrh-oils are meet for the dead, but Christ hath proved to be a
stranger to corruption. But cry out: The Lord is risen, granting to the world
Great Mercy.
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TROPARION OF TRANSFIGURATION — TONE SEVEN
When Thou was Transfigured on the mountain top, O Christ our God. Thou
didst reveal thy glory to thy disciples as they could bear it. Enlighten us poor
sinners as well with thine everlasting light through the intercessions of the
Theotokos, O Thou Giver of light, glory to Thee.
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KONTAKION OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT
Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst Thou
destroy the power of Hades, and didst arise as victor, O Christ God, calling
to the myrrh-bearing women, Rejoice, and giving peace unto Thine Apostles,
O Thou Who dost grant resurrection to the fallen.
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THE EPISTLE
The Lord is my strength and my song.
With chastisement has the Lord chastened me.

The Reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles. (6:1-7)
In those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, the
Hellenists murmured against the Hebrews because their widows were
neglected in the daily ministry. And the twelve summoned the multitude of
the disciples and said: “It is not right that we should forsake the word of God
to serve tables. Therefore, brethren, pick out from among you seven men of
good report, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this
duty. And we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the
word.” And the saying pleased the whole multitude, and they chose Stephen,
a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochoros, and
Nikanor, and Timon, and Parmends, and Nikolaos a proselyte of Antioch.
These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands upon
them. And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples
multiplied in Jerusalem exceedingly, and a great company of the priests were
obedient to the faith.
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THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. (15:43-16:8)
At that time, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who
was also himself looking for the Kingdom of God, took courage and went to
Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. And Pilate wondered if He were
already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him whether Jesus was
already dead. And when he learned from the centurion that He was dead, he
granted the body to Joseph. And he bought a linen shroud, and taking Him
down, wrapped Him in the linen shroud, and laid Him in a tomb, which had
been hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a stone against the door of the
tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where He was
laid. And when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the
mother of James, and Salome, bought spices, so that they might go and
anoint Jesus. And very early in the morning, on the first day of the week,
they came to the tomb at the rising of the sun. And they were saying to one
another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the door of the tomb?”
And looking up, they saw that the stone was rolled back — it was very large.
And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side,
dressed in a long white robe; and they were amazed. And he said to them,
“Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of Nazareth, Who was crucified. He is
risen; He is not here; see the place where they laid Him. But go, tell His
disciples and Peter that He is going before you to Galilee; there you will see
Him, as He told you.” And they went out quickly and fled from the tomb; for
trembling and astonishment had come upon them; and they said nothing to
anyone, for they were afraid.
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MEGALYNARION FOR PASCHA IN TONE ONE
The Angel cried unto her that is full of grace: O pure Virgin, rejoice, and
again I say, rejoice; for thy Son hath arisen from the grave on the third day.
Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem, for the glory of the Lord hath arisen upon
thee; dance now and be glad, O Zion, and do thou exult, O pure Theotokos,
in the arising of Him Whom thou didst bear.
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KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT
Receive ye the body of Christ; taste ye the Fountain of immortality.
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TRISAGION PRAYER
3-9 days memorial service in memory of Siham Jammal Manassah, offered
by her brothers; Peter and Mike Jammal and family. Memory Eternal!

TRISAGION PRAYER
40 Day Memorial service in memory of Victor Fawzi Abboud, offered by his
family; Sylvia, Norma, Diana, David and Vivian and the Abboud, Barbar-
Askar, Mogannam, Khoury, and Lomeli families. Memory Eternal!

TRISAGION PRAYER
Six months memorial service in memory of Elias Youssef, offered by V.
Rev. Fr. Samer Youssef, Kh. Julianna, Dimitry, Damian and Dominic, and
the Youssef family.

HOLY BREAD OF OBLATION
OFFERED BY: Fr. Samer, the Clergy and the parishioners for the good of
the parish council members, the building committee and the Ladies
Auxiliary and their families. Many Years!

OFFERED BY: The Abboud Siblings for the good health of Sylvia, Norma,
Diana, David and Vivian, and the Abboud, Barbar-Askar, Mogannam,
Khoury, and Lomeli families. Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Samer and Rouba Dabit for the good health of their son
Farid on the occasion of his birthday (April 20) and the good health of their
daughter Celine and the Dabit family. Many Years!




OFEERED BY: Norma Mogannam for the good health of her husband John
on the occasion of his birthday (April 21), and the good health of the
Mogannam family. Many Years!

OFEERED BY: Gus and Cristina Anagnos for the good health of their son
Lukas on the occasion of his birthday (April 24) and the good health of their
son Chris and the Anagnos family. Many Years!

OFEERED BY: Elias and Wardia Hanani for the good health of their son
Fadi on the occasion his birthday (April 27) and the good health of his wife
Rana and their daughter Angelena and the Hanani family. Many Years!

OFEERED _BY: John and Norma Mogannam in memory of Aziz and
Margarette Mogannam, Fawzi and Nawal Abboud. Memory Eternal!

OFEERED BY: The Abboud, Barbar-Askar, Mogannam, Khoury and
Lomeli families in loving memory of their beloved, Victor Fawzi Abboud.
Memory Eternal!

COFFEE HOUR
Offered By: The Jammal and Abboud families.

(To host the Coffee Hour, please contact Wardeh Asfour @408-718-3339
office@orthodoxredeemer.org
Online Link: https://holytransfiguration.breezechms.com/form/26¢422

Services Schedule Every Week
Matins @ 9:00 AM
Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 AM
Vespers: Every Saturday @ 5:00 PM
(Please check your email in case of any cancellations for Vespers)
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PARISH COUNCIL 2026
The Parish Council members’ of 2026. Chair President; Bassam Khoury,
Vice-Chair; Linda Salah, Treasurer; Henry Veizades, Secretary; Rima
Gannage, Maher Fasheh, Sana Eideh, Johnny Khamis, Jake Timothy,
Edmund Khinno and Sal Hanhan. Roula Haddad will represent the
Antiochian Women Committee and Salem Aweiss will represent the Men
Fellowship Committee.

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN 2025
The Antiochian Women Committee Leaders of 2026. Roula Haddad
(Chairwoman), Dania Amireh (Vice- Chairwoman), Ibtisam Kreitem
(Secretary/ Communication), Wardeh Asfour (Kitchen/Coffee Hour), Rima
Gannage (Bookkeeping), Diana Khoury (Myrrh Barrier), and Hala Aboujudom
(Sunshine).

CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER YOUNG ADULTS
Young adults (college age and up to 39-1/2) meet on the first Sunday of the
month and organize social, educational, and volunteer activities. For more
information, please contact Dimitry Youssef (President of the Young Adults
in the Diocese of Los Angles and the West) @ (408)364-5670, or
Fr.Theodor Sakellar @ 408-455-8145

SOYO (YOUTH GROUP 12-18 YEARYS)
Our SOYO (Youth Group) is active through the leadership of the Advisors:
Dominic Youssef and Caesar Haddad. The officers are: President; Riad
Akery, Secretary; Mila Haddad, Treasurer; Gabreilla Ajlouni, Social Media
Coordinator; Adriana Ajlouni.

Orthodoxy 101 Class
Confession 101 with Fr. Theodore Sakellar and Jake Timothy

Have you ever felt unsure about Confession — how to begin, what to say, or what to
expect? You are not alone. This class is truly for everyone: those inquiring into the
Orthodox Church, catechumens preparing to be received, and lifelong Orthodox
Christians who may feel nervous, rusty, or simply ready to go deeper. Fr. Theodore will
walk us through the meaning and practice of Confession, answering our questions with



the goal of helping everyone feel comfortable and at peace.
Classes will resume on April 26.

=l S SUNDAY SCHOOL CORNER

Registration forms are available at the church hall or on church Website:
http://www.orthodoxredeemer.org/schoolregistration

School Schedule:

Sunday school starts 9/14/25 and ends 5/17/26. Sunday school graduation
Ceremony will be on 5/17/26. Sunday school classes begin after communion
and ends at 12:30pm.

Teachers: Samuel Hage, Hussam Ibrahim, Dimitry Youssef, Heather
Simonovich, Randa Hanani and Jocelyn Mikhael. Caitlin Timothy and Alia
Nystrom as back-up/support.

Our Sunday school is growing: We’re excited to announce that we have
added a Preschool Class! Preschoolers are invited to join a class just for
them, featuring songs, stories, and age-appropriate activities. Parents are
welcome to stay and participate! Please contact Caitlin Timothy, Joselyne
Mikhael or Isabelle Achkar with any questions!

Bible Bowl Preparation Season is Open!
If you are interested in participating in this year's Bible Bowl, please join
the group in the Church App or message Alia Nystrom about joining the
WhatsApp interest group. We will meet via Zoom one night a week to
read the book of Exodus and prepare for the Bible Bowl.

If you would just like to read with us or if you are not sure whether you
will join the official team, still register your interest!

Open to everyone ages 10 and up.
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Bookstore Corner
Our bookstore is open, and new merchandise is arriving each week.
Stop by and see what’s new!

Book Spotlight: Great Lent by Alexander Schmemann. This classic
book is a spiritual guide to understanding the meaning of Great Lent in
the Orthodox Christian tradition, walking through the liturgical journey
and Lenten prayers in short, bite-sized chapters. A wonderful addition
to your morning coffee or evening routine, this book will help deepen
your Lenten journey.

Book Club

< ELISSA BIELETICH

Book club is now open with our first book; “The Art of Myrrh Bearing”.
If you enjoy reading and are interested to join the ladies’ Book Club,
please see Roula B Haddad to purchase the book.

Part One of the book will be discussed on Saturday May 23, 2026, 10:00
AM- 1:00 PM, along with a knitting and crocheting workshop,

and a light lunch.
May 23 is open to all ladies, but only the ones that read the book will

discuss Part One of the book.

Workshop finished goods will be donated to nearby shelters.




UPCOMING EVNTS AT THE CHURCH
Please save the date
- May 23: Book Club, Saturday May 23" @ 10:00 AM — 1:00 PM
- July 1-5: 2026 Parish Life Conference, PLC in San Diego
- July 23-27: Camp Three Holy Youths, July 23rd — July 27th
@Daybreak Camp, Ben Lomond. https://campthy.com/camper-registration/
- Food Festival Sept 12 & 13: Our Annual Food Festival will be on
September 12" & 13"

May Your Humility Receive My Words, Elder Joseph
A Tribute to Elder Joseph of St. Nektarios Monastery of Roscoe, New York
By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

The monk is a man of prayer. The power of his prayer is shown by the outpouring of divine
grace upon him. This is reflected in an inner peace unshaken by storms, and a warmth of
welcome and hospitality surpassing the finest manners of the most polished social circles.
It is the hospitality of Christ Himself, free from all human flattery and social formalities.

As for the radiant, cheerful countenance that reflects the clarity of heaven and the Kingdom of
God on earth, He grants it to some of His faithful ones. | could see all these qualities in the face
of Elder Joseph of St. Nektarios Monastery of Roscoe, New York, upon whom many graces from
God were manifest. | dare to speak of them now, after he has gone to the dwellings of the
Lord.

This is what | saw in you from the moment | met you for the first time, and it increased
throughout three years, up to our last meeting. You did not change, nor were you altered.
Even the grievous illness you endured in recent years was not an obstacle that prevented the
heavenly light from shining on your face for a single moment; rather, it only increased. Nor
did your physical pains conceal the gentle, transparent smile on your face!

How ashamed I felt when | learned that you had postponed receiving your chemotherapy
by a day or two in order to hear my last confession, especially when | saw signs of
fatigue upon you. | asked you then, “Are you in great pain, Father?”” And so that | would
not worry about you, you answered roundaboutly, with heavenly gentleness and a smile
not of this world: “The chemotherapy dose tires me, and afterward, | spend several days as
though | were dead!” Your answer was like an arrow that pierced me with the measure of
love you carried!
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By your conduct, you taught me the importance of faithfulness to the Lord until the final
breath. Through you, | came to understand that faithfulness, and the deeds and labors that
accompany it, are what draw forth the grace of God. This is what | had also learned from
our Holy Fathers; yet in you, | saw it embodied. From you, | learned that we struggle
while knowing that our ascetical efforts do not grant us “merit” before God; yet He, glory
to Him, sees our labors for His sake and grants us His grace, which sanctifies our lives
and reflects His light within us. You also taught me, Father, that our God does not always
grant this grace so that He may preserve us from pride. But what | witnessed in you was
that He poured out His grace upon you abundantly and preserved it in you richly, after He
saw your labors before Him and your faithfulness to Him.

His grace appeared in you through the joy that marked your face, which you transmitted
to your striving monks. We know, Father, that with joy the Gospel of our Lord began: “I
bring you good tidings of great joy” (Luke 2:10), and with joy it was also concluded:
“And they returned to Jerusalem with great joy” (Luke 24:52). We know that this joy of
which the Gospel speaks is joy from God, not from ourselves, yet we often seek it in the
wrong places.

But you offered yourself wholly to the Lord of joy, and He in turn granted you this gift, which
you tasted to the full. Therefore, we now await you asking it for us, in your love, from the
Lord beside whom you have come to stand, that He, through your intercessions, might grant
it to us, and especially to your monks, so that your joyful presence may continue
among them and, through them, be conveyed to us. This is what consoles your
children, Father. I am entirely hopeful that you will not withhold this request from us,
knowing how greatly we all need true joy—and that there is no true consolation or
gladness except in the presence of the Lord of joy in our midst. You tasted Him best.
Your faithfulness to Him and your labors before Him drew His grace upon you in
abundance, and your humility preserved it in you always.

O earthly angel, you were the greatest blessing God granted me after my coming to
America. You were my greatest consolation in my new ministry. How I will miss you, and
how | will miss your advice! Yet, | am confident that your presence in the fathers and
monks of the monastery will remain; and within that family, through whom you granted me
the blessing of being spiritually one of them, I will find what you always gave me.

Today, after you have been wholly set free and have become entirely His, we all have hope and
confidence that He will speak to you His blessed word: “Enter into the joy of your Lord,” for
you “were faithful over a little; I will set you over much” (Matt. 25:21). Our consolation for your
departure from us is that you now dwell in the light that does not fade, a light whose brilliance

will shine in you more and more.



From there, from the Kingdom of God, remember us, the unworthy. From there, | ask you to
remember me and the flocks of Christ whose service He entrusted to me, and to forgive
me for being unable to attend your funeral.
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CAMP ST. %%
NICHOLAS &
;‘ BRIDGE WEEK 2026

Calling all 2026 high school
graduating SENICRS!

A week long full of camp-like activities for
graduating seniors that bridges together
the transition from high school to college
and prepare themselves for the next chapter
that is to come in their lives!

0 —

0 ; SCAN THE CCCE
11770 Frontier Rd. TC REGISTER!

Frazier Park CA 93225 $150

MORE INFO:

www.campstnicholas.org
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Antlochlan Orthodox Church
Of The Redeemer
Pr&sents

Our 43rd
Middle Eastern Food Festival

—<— SEPTEMBER 12 & 13, 2026 <=
GET READY FOR TWO UNFORGETTABLE DAYS OF FUN, DELICIOUS FOOD,
FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT, MUSIC, CULTURE, DANCING, CRAFTS,
CHURCH TOUR, KIDS ZONE, AND MORE! 5>0<
‘.:\ — c‘ﬁ I}

< Food Festival Raffle Prizes: =
'« Grand Prize: Tesla Model 3

Second Prize: Two Round-Trip Airline Tickets:
SF to Istanbul by Turkish Airlines

Donation: $50 per ticket or 3 tickets for $100.

&) (650) 941-1570 (@) 380 Magdalena Ave, Los Altos Hllls
CA 94024 > =S
@ orthodoxredeemer.org




BUILDING OUR FUTURE TOGETHER
End-of-Year Campaign Update

* Raised: $3.5M for the new hall & learning center
 County requirements nearly complete

* Promising discussions with school operators

* Goal: Break ground by mid-2026

« Remaining need: $750,000 for loan approval

If you are able, please consider an end-of-year
o tax-deductible gift to support our parish’s future.

GIVE TO ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER

https://www.orthodoxredeemer.org/funds
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