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Habakkuk was a prophet active around 612 BC. He is one of the twelve so-called “minor” prophets in the
Hebrew Bible.
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His book is unique as it primarily consists of a dialogue between Habakkuk and God, addressing the issues of
injustice and the suffering of the people of Judah.
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Habakkuk lived during a tumultuous time in Judah, facing the imminent threat of the Babylonian Empire.
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His prophecies reflect a deep concern for the moral decay in his society and a longing for divine justice.
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Unlike other prophets, Habakkuk does not directly address the people but instead questions God about His
apparent silence in the face of evil.
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In exasperation and despair Habakkuk cried out to God to explain how his people were to live and thrive in
such troubled times.
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God's answer: “the righteous will live by faith” (2:4).
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God demonstrates what this means in practical terms by first showing the people examples of how not to live
by faith by pronouncing five “woes” upon the immoral oppressors of his People.
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We find the Second Woe in our text today.
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Like all people, the Babylonians craved security. They longed for “a nest on high to escape the clutches of
ruin”. We can relate!
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History tells us the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar prayed to his god: “life for many generations, an
abundant posterity, a secure throne, and a long reign. Grant as thy gift.”
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This is a good and justified goal, but the problem is that he resorted to unjust means to gain it, and brought
ultimate shame and death upon his house.
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With God ‘“the end” never justifies “the means”. They were looking for security. Who isn’t?
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But they were resorting to ungodly means to reach the end.

{BATATAIREL T AR FESRAZIH AN -

God is looking for people who are committed to “do right” regardless of the cost, trusting by faith that God will
care for and meet their need in the end.
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Thus, we find that “living by faith” in frightening, difficult and confusing times, when it seems as if the unjust
are “winning”, means that | refuse to trust in anything in this world for real security and lasting peace.
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I'm not suggesting that we become cynics or wary in nature, but that we should recognize and admit that
there is no real, complete, and lasting peace and security in this world alone.
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As the Apostle Paul and his colleagues traveled about, proclaiming the name of Jesus Christ and planting
churches they often lacked security.
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They lived in daily anticipation of suffering and even death.
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Listen to his testimony: “We are hard pressed on every side but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair;
persecuted but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.” (2Cor.4:8-9).
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Yet, somehow, they maintained a positive spirit and real hope: “Therefore, we do not lose heart. Though
outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day” (16).
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What is their “secret™? “We fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal” (18).
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This is another way of saying: “we live by faith, not by sight” (5:7).
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Living by faith means we can see beyond and behind the circumstances as they appear on the surface, to
behold a God who is Creator and Director of the universe, and who loves and cares for us.
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Jesus comforted his confused and anxious disciples with these words: “In this world you will have trouble. But
take heart! | have overcome the world.” (John 16:33).
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Faith, by definition, is “seeing the unseen.”
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As the author of Hebrews put it: “faith is...the evidence of things not seen” (11:1, KJV).
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But how easy and “natural” it is to revert to trusting in the “seen”.
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For example, we so easily trust in material things and money.
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The Apostle Paul is right when he declares: “we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out
of it” (1Tim.6:7).
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We must learn to trust the “Provider’ not the “provision”. Money and material possessions offer only fleeting
security at best.
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Continuing in 1 Timothy 6, Paul points the way to real and lasting security: “do good...be rich in good deeds
and... be generous and willing to share” (18), for “in this way you will lay up treasure for yourselves as a firm
foundation for the coming age” (19).
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A life lived righteously before God and others is the only grounds for true and lasting security in this life and
the next, and the only means to a deep sense of satisfaction and fulfillment.
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We might also trust in our health and well-being.
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We live in a health obsessed culture. There is nothing wrong with this.
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It is true that our Creator wants us to care for our bodies and treat them as “temples of the Holy Spirit’.
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But, as with money and material possessions, we must be careful to worship and place our trust in the
“Builder” not the “building”.
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Through his famous parable sometimes called “The Parable of the Rich Fool” found in Luke 12, Jesus makes
it clear that life and health are fleeting and uncertain.
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He declares: “life does not consist in an abundance of possessions” (15).
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In the parable, the foolish and short-sighted rich man, after gathering “an abundant harvest” announces to
himself: “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.” (19).
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But he learned very quickly that though life can be sweet, it can also be fickle.
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“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what
you have prepared for yourself?’ (20).
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Life can turn on a dime! Our health and good fortune can evaporate at any moment, without warning.
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Only God is eternal, and He is our only hope for eternal security!
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We might place our trust and hope for security and satisfaction in other people.
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The Psalmist advises: “Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, who cannot save.” (146:3) This
advice is especially applicable in this age of “celebrity worship”.

WAV NI BIFIEA L T EFIFEEA - M — I FFEFE) (146:3) « XUIHAE SIS H XS4
NHIRHE & -

A study of history reveals that “false Messiahs” come on the scene and are often welcomed in times of
desperation and fear.
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There were multiple claimants in Jesus’ day.
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We look for that one person who can “save us”, fix all that is amiss, and promise us brighter days.
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We elevate a chosen few to almost god-like heights, and then we are crushed when they inevitably come
crashing back to earth.
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But again, the Psalmist warns us: “It is better to take refuge in the Lord, than to trust in humans” (118:8).
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The Prophet Jeremiah demonstrates the difference between trusting in man and trusting in God.
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“Cursed (i.e. “‘without hope”) is the one who trusts in man, who draws strength from mere flesh”,
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whereas “blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in him. They will be like a tree
planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are
always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.” (17:5,7-8)
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When “rooted” securely in Jesus, we have an inner spring ever providing the peace of security and a deep
and real sense of satisfaction and contentment.
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Living by faith, then, means that | base my security in God alone!
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The Psalmist characterizes our God as our Rock, Fortress, Shield, Shade, Helper, Shepherd, a strong tower,
and so on.

REAREA T ERFELIRER ~ 242 ~ JERR - Bl - FBh# ~ B - RIERVEEES -

The Psalmist is trying to express the truth that security in the One True God is real, and it can be experienced
in the real world! Consider these two passages:
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Ps.91:1-6 ¥ 91:1-6

1 Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High 1 (F7F 2B E RGN -
will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. W Al .

2 | will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress, > gé/ gg é;;;;ﬁ;?ﬁﬁf
my God, in whom | trust.” TR ~ FOAIlFE -

3 Surely he will save you ; ’ N ,
from the fowler’s snare ety # o (REFHI IR o
and from the deadly pestilence. 3 M B AT S B 1T

4 He will cover you with his feathers, FIR KA AT
and under his wings you will find refuge; 4 s H RIS ELE B -
his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart. GRSt T
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nor the arrow that flies by day, i B 7

6 nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, 51 ﬁ%fﬁ%&ﬂiﬁﬁ #
nor the plague that destroys at midday. 2EH H ey -
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Ps.112:6-7 e 112:6-7
Surely the righteous will never be shaken; 6 Kk FEIEE

they will be remembered forever. YA AL BERAE
7 They will have no fear of bad news; 7 RN

their hearts are steadfast, trusting in the Lord. NV P
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Did you receive bad news this week, either personally, or from the media? Are you guilty of “doom scrolling™?
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If we listen in, we are drowned with “bad news” in our world today. Constant exposure to bad news is causing
a dramatic epidemic of stress and anxiety in society.

HEMINEE @ SRR LSRR FTENHE” - FEFMO B E A& ER A — S ENE I SHEER
1T -

It is not that we should “stick our head in the sand”, but if we are firm in our faith and keeping close to our God
and our Saviour, Jesus Christ, bad news will not knock us down for long or destroy our faith or rest. We know
that God knows all about it!
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As a child, | was seriously afraid of the dark! It is a common malady, because we feel most vulnerable in the
dark.
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We naturally, and for good reason, fear the “unknown” and “unseen”.
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But when we recognize, accept, and believe that we are in Christ and under the watchful care of our Heavenly
Father, we can agree with the ancient witness of Solomon: “When you lie down, you will not be afraid; when
you lie down, your sleep will be sweet.” (Pr.3:24).
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The Psalmist declared: “If | say, ‘Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me,’
even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to
you.” (Ps.139:11-12)
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Our All-knowing and Eternal God who is perfect light is not hindered or confounded by darkness. Instead, He
penetrates and drives it away!
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With the Omnipotent God on our side, we need not fear the uncertainties of life. The author of Hebrews
advises:
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“Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said,
‘Never will | leave you; never will | forsake you.” So we say with confidence,“The Lord is my helper; | will not
be afraid. What can mere mortals do to me’ (13:5-6, quoting Ps.118:6)7?
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This was more than “rhetoric”. The first Christians were facing real and troubling persecution for declaring
their faith in Jesus and seeking to walk in His ways and values.
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They were losing their means of livelihood, being pushed out of guilds and unions.
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They were facing false accusations and character assassinations. They lost power and influence in society.
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But they could be assured that God is greater than any earthly power. Those whose lives are characterized
by “godly fear” need not fear human opposition.
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The Apostle Paul asks: “If God is for us, who can be against us?” (Rom.8:31)
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In what or in whom are you seeking your security? Your money? Your health and strength? Your friends and
relationships?

TRIEAE MAT 2 BN R 2 RIEE 7 ZIRAYE D 7 S URAV BRI ? E RIS 205 ?

All of these things, as good and wonderful as they are, are fleeting at best.

XETRPE L2 23541 » SR HE W R Fe Ay -

Paul goes on in this same passage to ask: “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? (35)
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Relying on worldly things for security, either now or eternally, risks separation from them at any moment.
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There is only one thing that is definite and sure, as Paul concludes:
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“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future,
nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (38-39).
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Are you attempting to “live by sight”, finding your security and peace in the fleeting and fickle things of this
world?
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Or are you “living by faith” in the one true God who, though unseen, is seen clearly through the lens of faith?
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May we “live by faith”!
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