Faith Lutheran Church

Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 26, 2026

We welcome Sophie & Advocates
of Ozaukee today!

Introduction

Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd
Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ
opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil and guides us
beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us
amid the world’s violence and war. We go forth to be signs of the resurrection and
extend God'’s tender care to all creation.

Gathering

Gathering Hymn
ELW 807 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

Thanksgiving for Baptism
Responses on the screens

Kyrie
ELW Setting One Kyrie & This is the Feast
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Greeting

Prayer of the Day

Children’s Sermon & Sunday School

Word

First Reading Acts 2:42-47

Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the day of
Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new community is sustained in
worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures that everyone has enough.
42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and the prayers.

43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being
done through the apostles. # All who believed were together and had all things in
common; “°they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the
proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together
in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous
hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day
the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23
"The LORD is my shepherd;
| shall not be in want.
2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me be- side still waters.
3You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
“Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear no
evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.



Second Reading 1 Peter 2:19-25
Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships,
rejection, or even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance and
loyalty to God, particularly amid adversity.
191t is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while
suffering unjustly. 2°If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what
credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a
commendable thing before God. 2" For to this you have been called, because
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in
his steps.

22“He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

23\WWhen he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not
threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore
our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. ?° For you were going astray
like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation ELW Setting One
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The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 10" chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel John 10:1-10

Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership.

Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life.

[Jesus said:] "“Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by

the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters

by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him,

and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them

out. *When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep
5



follow him because they know his voice. ® They will not follow a stranger, but they
will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” ® Jesus used
this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to
them.

”So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate for the
sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not
listen to them. °| am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come
in and go out and find pasture. '° The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy. | came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon & Silent Reflection

Hymn of the Day
ELW 778 “The Lord’s My Shepherd”

Nicene Creed

Prayers of Intercession
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

The prayers conclude:
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

Meal

Peace

Offering
“For Jesus, the quality of the gift is not how large it is, but the proportion you give and the
heart with which you give it.” There are many options for giving including plate giving, text
to give (833-686-4752) or through our website.




Offertory Hymn
ACS 1092 “Thank you, Lord”
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Lord, I just want to thank you, Lord.
good, I just want to thank you, Lord.
friend, I just want to thank you, Lord.
Lord, I just want to thank you, Lord.

Offering Prayer

Holy Communion
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Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table

...as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

...Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit.
...burning with justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



Lamb of God
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Distribution Hymn
ELW 764 “Have No Fear, Little Flock”

Prayer after Communion

Sending

Blessing

Dismissal

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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FAITH ACTIVE IN LOVE

Gathered as a community living in God’s love we serve all people, care
for the earth and embrace the work of the Holy Spirit.

Faith Lutheran Church will be recognized as a community of spiritual growth, a place of acceptance and
inclusion, a gateway for environmental stewardship, a creator of partnerships and an advocate for social
jJustice and peace.

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP this Sunday includes:

Presiding Rev. John C. Norquist
Preaching Tom Schoofs
Organist/ Pianist Stephen V. Hibbard
Reader Cindy Dellegrazio
Communion Assistant Cindy Dellegrazio

Cup Deacons Tom Schoofs

Greeter Ruth Gollnick

Sunday School Instructor Gina Tozer

Ushers Fred Rusch & Glenn Yurske
Communion Set-up Bev Yurske, Jean Benz, Virginia Anderle
Live Stream Joe & Dottie Dorr

April Mission of the Month: Advocates of Ozaukee County

Financial Update

Thank you for Growing In Faith as we carry out our congregation’s mission together. You are
making a difference in our community and world! Here is a summary of progress toward our
financial goals for this year. If you have questions about our finances please contact our
Treasurer Tim Gergens or any of our Church Council members. Your gifts make this ministry
possible- thank you.

Actual Budget Actual
3/31/2026 3/31/2026 3/31/2025
Income $37,310 $46,200 $41,147
Expenses $61,574 $63,711 $59,926
Net Loss ($24,264) ($17,511) ($18,779)
Easter Lilies

Virginia Anderle in Memory of Bruce Anderle, LaVerne Gresch in Memory of Jim & Cathy,
Ruth Gollnick in Memory of Jim Gollnick, Wayne Krueger in Memory of Lois Krueger, Carol
Alexander Coutts in Memory of Jim & Lee Coutts & Don Alexander, Sandy Stelter in Honor of
my Four Great Grandchildren, Nancy Hammen in Memory of John Hammen, Sean & Laura
Kinnunen in Memory of Rebecca Lederer and Gerald & Lois Scherbert, Barbara Johnson in
Memory of Mary Ann, Joe & Dottie Dorr in Memory of Rev. Erik Jelinek, Cindy Ehlers in
Memory of my Husband and Parents, Glenn & Bev Yurske in Memory of Ken & Renny
Rappold, Alisa & John Norquist in Memory of Cheryl Bostrom, Joyce Caldwell in Memory of
Mike Caldwell, Vonna Pitel in Memory of Eldon & Marceda Pitel, Michelle Burton in Memory of
Richard & Sonia Burton, Vangie Sherman in Memory of Hal Sherman, Cindy & Phil
Dellegrazio in Memory of Michael Dellegrazio
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Our Good Shepherd

The images in today’s texts
provide us with much food for
thought and action. Psalm 23
tells of a shepherd who leads
us to green pastures and
refreshing waters, walks
alongside us as we face
challenging times, takes us to
a table already set, and
anoints us with oil to mark
each of us as chosen. We
are heard, seen, known, valued, and loved, and remain in the Shepherd’s
presence for all time.

Jesus’ words in the gospel reading add to the image of a loving and caring
shepherd. The shepherd calls each sheep by name, while the sheep follow
because they recognize that voice. Jesus, our Good Shepherd, knows us well and
calls each of us by name. Jesus also serves as the gate for the sheep, guarding
and protecting us in the sheepfold, while also providing access to pastureland.
This protection and access give us the space to be who we are, with no need to
play games or pretend to be someone we are not. And when it comes right down
to it, the Good Shepherd comes to give us abundant life—new life in relationship
with God, others, and all creation.

The reading from Acts 2 provides an image of abundant life among the early
Christians, a life with an extravagance of worship, fellowship, prayer, generosity,
service to others, and thankfulness.

How does the image of the Good Shepherd sit with you? How do you picture the
relationship between you and Jesus—with shepherd and sheep imagery, or
something else? Where and how do you recognize the Good Shepherd’s voice?
Do you know someone who has abundant life in Christ—a life of faith, joy, and
love? What would such a life look like for you, and for your faith community?

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
N35 W6621 Wilson Street
Cedarburg, WI 53012
262-377-0960
www.faithlutherancedarburg.com
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