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From The Pastor               Rev. Nada Sellers 

  revnsellers@holmdelucc.org 
 
Dear Dreamers, 

Some of you will remember that late last year, during a 

worship service last November, I invited worshippers to join in an 

activity about the dreams people have for our church. 

 The “Dream Statement Activity,”* shared as a pen and paper 

exercise that morning in our Sanctuary, is a visioning method, 

designed to encourage people who are a part of spiritual 

communities, to lay aside doubts and excuses about making big 

decisions.  The format looked like this: 

I. What is a dream statement? 

A dream statement, or theological vision statement,  

describes the part of God’s dream you want to help come true in the next 3-
5 years.  

II. Crafting a dream statement: 

“We will chase God’s dream for ___________________________________  
                        (specific group of people or part of creation)  

so that _______________________________________________________ 
(what it looks like when God’s dream comes true for them.) 

_________________________________________________________.”
  

If you didn’t have a chance to try this out, feel free to fill in 

the blanks on your own and maybe discuss this with someone who 

cares about you.  

(continued)  

https://www.holmdelucc.org
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From The Pastor (continued) 
  

A review of the November submissions made it clear that, as a congregation, we are 

committed to finding new ways to expand our support for marginalized communities and to learn 

more about the complex social justice concerns involved: More than two thirds of your 

“dreaming” pointed to hopes for assisting immigrants, LGBTQI+, those who are unhoused, 

hungry and those struggling to make ends meet.     

 I hope the cares of yesterday and today, whether personal or having to do with the violent 

state of our country and our world, have not curtailed further opportunities for “dreaming God’s 

dream”. If things have been challenging for you, I have an invitation:  

Over the next two weekends in March, on 3/8 (don’t forget: Spring forward 1 hour), and 3/15 we are 

looking to offer Second Hour conversations about the “new directions” our church could decide to 

choose.  Please be there and share your thoughts – it’s essential that all of us take part in guiding 

church decisions. As we weigh the months and years ahead, your observations matter! We’ll be 

looking at our budgeting process for 2026-2027; hearing about state of the “Making All Things New’ 

2026 generosity campaign and continuing to dream.  

 
See you there, 

Pastor Nada 
P.S. As the preacher said once, “Friday’s here… but Sunday’s a-coming!” Lent devotional materials, 
Pause & Pray circle on Weds. evenings and Easter is coming on April 5th! 
 

*As found in Innovating for Love; Joining God’s Expedition through Social Innovation” by K. Dean 
(Market Square Books, 2022:162) -  used with permission from The Changemaker Church Movement 
 

Pause & Pray – A Weekly Vesper Service for Lent 
 

 Be still and know that I am God…Psalm 46:10 
 
Join us on Wednesdays at 7pm, during Lent, for Pause and Pray in the 
Sanctuary, until Holy Week activities which will include services on Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday. Join Pastor Nada for devotional moments of 
calm during your busy week! Peace be with you… 
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Moderator’s Corner Matt Snodgrass 

 moderator@holmdelucc.org 
 
 

Hopefully everyone is getting some relief from the never-leaving snow. Soon, our new solar 
panels will be able to take advantage of some sunlight. We are close to being able to power the 
system on. There are just two more hurdles to jump over: we have to have the system pass 
inspection from the township, and then the power company has to approve the final build, so that 
the system can be energized. At that point, we’ll be able to take advantage of the electricity cost 
savings and our smaller footprint on our environment. 
 
This fits well into our stewardship theme of making all things new. Another new item is seeing our 
own Grace Modla become ordained and called to the Keyport church, where she has been filling 
in. Be sure to join us for our two exciting Second Hours on March 8 and March 15, where we’ll be 
discussing the direction for our church, both spiritually and financially. (All good on both fronts!) 
 
-Matt 
 
 

Generosity Campaign Update 
 

Friends, we have had to make a few adjustments to our plan due to 
unforeseen circumstances. Our second hour program called "New 
Directions” has been moved to Sunday, March 8, after coffee hour. 
Join us for a guided conversation seeking input about our new vision. 
 
On Sunday, March 15, after coffee hour, we will conduct a review of 
our Narrative budget telling our church’s story through numbers and 
sharing a Community Conversation about our church’s purpose.  
 

Join us for these important discussions about the future of our church.  
 
Additionally, due to the recent storm we have decided to add one more Sunday of messaging 
and conclude our campaign on March 22nd  instead of March 15th.  
 
We are off to a pretty good start towards our goal of $250,000 in pledges but we need all of us to 
prayerfully discern our commitment to this financial effort that will help us meet our goals, fund 
our budget and minimize the impact on our endowments. Thank you for supporting our beloved 
church.  
- Don Pope, Michelle Ucciferri, Jared Cazel and Heather McGoldrick 
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Worship & Music Carol Schreier, Chair 

             boola8801@verizon.net 

Have you heard the Good News? 
 
Welcome to March at Holmdel Community UCC. Spring is almost here, although with all this 
snow you would hardly know it! But I have faith, don’t you?  
 
Join us this month as we continue our preparation for Easter. Pastor Nada shares the Good 
News through our worship series “Tell Me Something Good” as created by A Sanctified Art. We 
are revisiting some of the parables of Jesus through scripture, music, and various activities. We 
also invite you to join Pastor for our weekly gathering, “Pause and Pray”, on Wednesday 
evenings in the sanctuary, starting at 7pm.  
 
In addition to Lent, we have two wonderful celebrations this month. On Saturday March 7 th we 
celebrate the Ordination of Grace Losso Modla! And on Sunday March 22nd we welcome our 
confirmands as we celebrate Confirmation! 
 
We end the month on Palm/Passion Sunday, March 29th. Join us as we wave our palm fronds, 
then learn more about the Passion of Christ. We will gather on Maundy Thursday, April 2nd at 
6pm in Fellowship Hall for a communal meal and fellowship-style communion. And then we 
gather in the sanctuary for our traditional Good Friday service on April 3rd at 7:30pm.  
 
On Easter morning, April 5th we gather around the bell at 7am for our “Almost Sunrise” service, 
and then again at 10am in the sanctuary for our traditional family celebration. 
 
We will also have our monthly Food Dedication on March 22nd, please check your bulletin for this 
month’s special collection items.  
 
Our meeting this month is on TUESDAY March 3rd at 7pm in the conference room of Fellowship 
Hall. We are happy to have you join our team, as an usher, a reader, a slide changer, or even as 
the person who runs the sound board. Grab a friend and train together, and get community 
service hours while you are at it! 
 
Please remember that we want everyone to be safe and to be well, so if 
the weather is bad, or if you are not feeling well, please stay home and 
watch us online. And take a few minutes to watch a video anthem or 
message from our collection while you’re there! 
 
We appreciate your support, and I have a special request: If you are 
praying for snow, please STOP! 
  

https://mailto: boola8801@verizon.net
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Justice & Peace Liz Mueller, Chair 

             lizmueller11@gmail.com 

 

MOCA Meeting -- Monday, March 9 from 9:30-11:30 AM at the Holmdel Library.   
This organization is part of the Indivisible movement, and coordinates with local partners seeking 
justice.  Attend to meet other like-minded individuals and learn what is going on locally, and at the 
state and national levels. 
 
 
Make Your Voice Heard!  5Calls.org 
This is a wonderful resource for those wishing to call their elected representatives and wanting 
more information on issues they are concerned about.  Open the website and you will see a 
wide-ranging list of issues -- Iran, ICE, Roxbury Detention Center, anti-vaxxer Surgeon General, 
SAVE América  voting act, resignation of Kash Patel, etc.  Then, it gives you the names and 
phone numbers  of your elected officials (House and Senate) and a suggested “calling script” for 
each of these issues.  Use the website and make the calls!! 
 
 
Tuesday, March 24 -- Interfaith Rise Health Fair, Asbury Park 
Several people have expressed interest in volunteering with 
Interfaith Rise in Asbury Park.  They are sponsoring a health fair 
from 10:00 AM and 2:00 PM.  If you are interested in attending, 
please let Liz Mueller know. (lizmueller11@gmail.com).  We will 
carpool from the church or meet you there! 
 
 
 
No Kings 3 -- Saturday, March 28 -- Location and Time for 
Local Rallies TBD but MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!   
 

 

https://mailto: lizmueller11@gmail.com
https://5calls.org/
https://mailto: lizmueller11@gmail.com
https://www.nokings.org/
https://www.nokings.org/
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Christian Education Allie Colella, Chair, alcollela8616@gmail.com 
 Amanda Spagnolia, Youth Minister, 
 youthminister@holmdelucc.org 
 

As we journey together through Lent and into spring, we are excited to share upcoming events, 
opportunities for our youth, and ways for the whole church family to grow in faith. 

 

 ઇઈઉઊઋ 2026 Climate Hope Art Contest 

We invite our church youth to participate in the 2026 Climate Hope Art Contest hosted 
by the United Church of Christ! 

Submission Window: February 6 – March 22 

This is a wonderful opportunity for our youth to express their faith, creativity, and care for 
God’s creation. 

More details can be found here: 

Additional information will be shared during Sunday School and Youth Group. 

If your child is interested in participating, please reach out to Amanda for a copy of the 
submission template. 

 

 ၜၝၞ Parenting Resource 

How to Talk to Your Kids About ICE and Immigration Enforcement 

We are sharing a helpful article with supportive resources for families navigating these 
important conversations with children. Link available here:  

 

 ਲਲ਼਴ਵਸ਼਷ Youth Group & Confirmation Updates 

Youth Group Outing – March 15 

After church on March 15th, the Youth Group will head to Yestercades in Red Bank for 
fun and games together! 1PM start at Yestercades in order to accommodate the Second 
Hour conversation. 

Confirmation Sunday – March 22 

We look forward to celebrating our confirmands and this meaningful milestone in their 
faith journey. 

 

Acolyte Ministry 
Our Acolyte Ministry is in need of volunteers, particularly, the 2nd and 3rd weeks of each 
month.  Parents, please contact Amanda via text or email. 

 
 

(continued) 

https://mailto: alcollela8616@gmail.com
https://www.ucc.org/the-uccs-2026-climate-hope-art-contest/?inf_contact_key=b4f85bd457b18f52b86063ceab517e96b6ab370699ebb21cbbd41069d1f1344d
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 ⟑⟒⟓⟔⟕⟖⟗⟘ Mardi Gras Celebration Recap 

Our Mardi Gras Party on Sunday, February 15th was a roaring success! 
The children enjoyed cooking and snacking together, playing bingo, and wearing their 
festive masks and beads. Thank you to everyone who helped make the celebration so 
joyful! 

Enjoy our celebration through these pictures! 

         

   
 

 Palm Sunday – March 29 ،؋؊ 
Amanda is preparing for our Sunday School children to sing on Palm Sunday. She is 
coordinating with Susan on music selections, and rehearsals will begin at the start of 
Sunday School in the coming weeks. 

If you haven’t already, please let Amanda know if your child would like to participate! 
 

 
(continued) 
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 ࿬࿭࿮ Lent: February 18 – April 2 
This year’s Lenten program includes new and engaging Children’s Messages and 
updated Sunday School materials. These resources will be incorporated into our 
Christian Education programming throughout the season. 

We look forward to sharing this meaningful season with our youth. 
 

 ᅭᅮᅯᅰᅱᅲᅳᅴᅵᅶᅷᅸᅹᅺᅻ Visio Divina Meditations 
Visio Divina meditations are held on Saturdays at 10:00 AM and are led by Grace Modla. 

 

 ጴጵጶጷጸጹ Adult Education & Bible Study 
Interested in learning more about our adult studies and Bible study groups? 
 
Wednesday Pause & Pray has begun! 
 
Reach out to the Christian Education Committee or contact Lynn for links and current 
meeting times. We welcome all who are interested in growing deeper in faith and 
community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://mailto: revnsellers@holmdelucc.org
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Missions Vacant 
  

 
Bayshore Lunch Program – Due to the storm, Bayshore lunch was cancelled 
on February 23, 2026.  We will resume serving on the fourth Monday, March 
23rd. The location is at the Community Church of Keyport from 10 AM to ~12:30 
PM.  I would ask that you consider joining our team for this very worthwhile 
mission. We need you!  Contact Judy L. Bacon (617-849-2530) for more 
information.  

  
QUESTIONS … WANT TO LEARN MORE???  Please contact Judy Bacon for more information 
about our projects.  Phone:  617-849-2530. 
 

 

 
Christian Care Val Hansen, Co-Chair, valthansen@gmail.com 
 Kiff Barnes, Co-Chair, kiff.barnes@gmail.com 
 

If I need some help, who might I reach out to? 

The HCUCC Christian Care Committee is here to offer comfort and practical support to our 
members and friends who are dealing with mental or physical illness, recovery, or any kind of loss. 
Please feel free to get in touch with us for prayers, rides to the doctor’s office, meals when you’re 
feeling under the weather. We’re also often asked to offer our prayers for various situations. 

Here’s a list of the Care Team members and their contact information: 

 

 

Valerie Hansen   (732) 977-8642 

Kiff Barnes           (972) 571-6538 

Susan Shaw         (609) 317-5984 

Karen Chesney   (908) 577-6370 

Jen Brill                   (540) 449-2044 

 

https://mailto: valthansen@gmail.com
https://mailto: kiff.barnes@gmail.com
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Grace Notes Susan F. Davies, Minister of Music 

                                                                                                   musicminister@holmdelucc.org 

 

This month, we continue our journey through the season of Lent as well as focusing on our 
responsibilities as stewards of this church and community.  The two actually go hand in hand. 

Our Lenten series is called, “Tell Me Something Good,” and our 2026 Stewardship Campaign is 
coordinated around the theme, “Making All Things New.” In the year since Pastor Nada joined us, 

we have been exploring new, good possibilities and directions. I am hopeful that we can be 
generous in supporting our church, and I am grateful to all who give their time, talent, and money 

to support our music ministry as a thriving, important part of our community. 
 

The Joyful Noisemakers (our Sunday School-aged children) will be singing on Palm Sunday, 

March 29.  They have already begun rehearsing our favorite Palm Sunday Introit, and they will 

be singing a second song with the Adult Choir. Encourage your children to participate!  Music is a 

gift that lasts a lifetime! 

 
Adult Choir:  The Adult Choir sang beautifully for the Ash Wednesday evening service. 

Thanks to all who participated and helped create a spirit of invitation to this season. We are now 

working on some of the most beautiful music of the year. Please plan to join us at the Good 
Friday service on April 3, which will set the tone for an even more joyous Easter Sunday! The 

Adult Choir is open to all who are interested in singing and can join us at least somewhat 

regularly. We have room in every section. Our rehearsals are every Thursday night promptly at 
7:30pm in fellowship hall and last until 9:00. As we approach Good Friday and Easter, our 

rehearsals may extend a little later for those who can stay, but I will do my best to give advance 
notice if we need that option. 

 
I wish to thank the choir for their incredible generosity, which helped me make the trip to see my 

brother in Minneapolis in February. It was a meaningful and important visit, and I’m very thankful 

that I could do it at this time. 
 

Please consider our music ministry, in addition to all the ministries in our church community, as 
you make your pledge. 

 
Thank you all for all the ways you support our music ministry!  
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Announcements 
  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://mailto: wellfitnj@gmail.com
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Announcements (continued)  

https://mailto: crafts@holmdelucc.org
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Announcements (continued)  

https://mailto: crafts@holmdelucc.org
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Announcements (continued)  
 

https://mailto: tmhennessy81@gmail.com
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Announcements (continued)  
 



 16 

 

 

Announcements (continued)  
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Announcements (continued)  
 

 

Enter into your browser or click on the link below to 
be directed to a training video on documenting ICE 
activities.  

      
https://www.youtube.com/live/zqka9fUTwdA?si=gJcuOSPIjs7V27tj&t=743 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/live/zqka9fUTwdA?t=743s
https://mailto: lizmueller11@gmail.com
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Announcements (continued)  
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Announcements (continued)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://act.faithinaction.org/a/tell-your-senator-vote-no-on-the-save-act?emci=80d5a115-3013-f111-a69a-000d3a57593f&emdi=2c699bf1-3f13-f111-a69a-000d3a57593f&ceid=216131
https://www.congress.gov/search
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Announcements (continued)  
 

MEDITATION: VISIO DIVINA 

“DIVINE SEEING” 

Please join our Zoom meetings on Saturdays at 10am for a 
refreshing hour that includes a short, guided meditation, 
creative prayers, poems, lively discussion on the art-quote-
word of the day, and a lot of laughter in a caring space.  All 
are welcome!   

 
MARCH 2026 FLOWERS 

          
  

Every day is special when there are beautiful flowers to enjoy! 
 
Why not remember a special occasion or a special someone 
with a FLORAL DEDICATION? 
  
Simply order a bouquet from our florist OR bring in an 
arrangement of your own to share on Sunday. Contact Vera 
Kradjel with your desired date to secure your spot. You can 
take your flowers home with you after church and enjoy them or deliver them to a friend 
or neighbor and brighten their day.  
 
March 15: Pru Frechette- “In memory of Bill Frechette ”. 
 
You may reach Vera directly at: (732) 673-8588 OR via email verakradjel@gmail.com 
 
And let’s not forget, Easter is April 5th! Bring Your Own Blooms to decorate our 
sanctuary, and bring some fresh-cut flowers to help decorate our beautiful cross. 
 
Thank you! 

 

We all love Coffee Hour!  It’s a vital part of fellowship and a nice way to meet 
people.  We need  some new team members as well as substitutes.  If you can 
help, or would like more information, please contact Regina at 
regcris35@gmail.com or (732) 320-6210. 

 
This month’s Calico Cat Food Pantry collections:  pasta and/or sauce 
in plastic containers or cans.  We will dedicate food on the 4th 
Sunday, March 22nd.  On that Sunday, we encourage everyone to bring 
forward their offerings to the worship table and kids can stay down front 

for the Children’s Message that immediately follows. 
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Announcements (continued) 
 

 

 
FREE UCC courses online: https://frontlinefaith.org/ 
 

 
We have a variety of collections: eye glasses for New Eyes (bin in 
Fellowship Hall kitchen), books for Legal Books Bin and clothing next 
to the book donation bin in the parking lot. 

 
 
 

  Virtual Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m. 

We will start live streaming the service at 9:55 a.m. via this link:  
http://bit.ly/hcucclive. We start early, so that you can be sure your 
technology (internet connection, audio, video) is working properly. 
We’ll display our pre-service announcement slides for five minutes  
until the service starts, at around 10am.  

  

 

 

 
Like us on Facebook!

 https://www.facebook.com/HolmdelUCC/ 
 

 
 

 
 

Please follow our YouTube channel as well. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtmDSw0RSSbtDPqXfZaLuuw 

 

  

https://frontlinefaith.org/
http://bit.ly/hcucclive
https://www.facebook.com/HolmdelUCC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtmDSw0RSSbtDPqXfZaLuuw
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Caught on Camera 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How many 
trips to unload 
the car does it 

take for 
Valentine’s 

Baking Day? 

Most of the Baking Crew, not all: Diane Paquet, 
Debbie Lakshman, Mary Beth Jones, Matt 

Almeda, Kiff Barnes and Jolyn Lam (center) 

Sue Field, Pru Frechette, Jolyn Lam 
& Judy Bacon (back) keep busy in 

the kitchen 
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Caught on Camera 
MARDI GRAS PARTY 

02/15/2026 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sierra Colella & Madison 
DeFelice take some time to 

eat and catch up 

Declan Hennessy 
showcases his mask, 

showing his creative side  

Bill Liebenow catches up 
with Sam Beck-King and 

Matthew Salzano  
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CJ & Carter Spagnolia don 
their masks for the camera  

L to R:  Madyn Mortenson, John DeFelice, 
Nolan Mortenson, Madison DeFelice, 
Reverie Cazel, Oliva Spatola, Anthony 

Spatola, Declan Hennessy 

James Puryear enjoys some 
Mardi Gras snacks 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

10am Service 
with 
Communion  
 
Soup Sale #2 
  

 
7pm 
Worship & 
Music 

7:15-9:15pm 
Scouts 

7pm Pause & 
Pray 
 
 
8pm Lifeline 
Group of AA 

7:30pm Choir 
 

11am 
Ordination 
Service for 
Grace Modla 
Losso 

12pm 
Celebration 
for Grace 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

10am Service  
 
2nd Hour: New 
Directions for 
HCUCC 
 
Daylight Savings 
Time begins 

 7:30pm 
Council 

7:15-9:15pm 
Scouts  

2pm Care 
Team 

7pm Pause & 
Pray 
 
8pm Lifeline 
Group of AA 

7:30pm Choir   
  

10am Visio 
Divina 
Meditation 
with Grace 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

10am Worship  
Service (OGHS) 

2nd Hour: New 
Directions for 
HCUCC 
 
1pm Youth at 
Yestercades 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

7:15-9:15pm 
Scouts  
 
 

 
St. Patrick’s 
Day 

7pm Pause & 
Pray 
 
8pm Lifeline 
Group of AA  

7:30pm Choir Pasta Dinner 
Prep  

10am Visio 
Divina 
Meditation 
with Grace 
 
4:30pm, 6pm, 
7:30pm Pasta 
Dinner  

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

10am Worship  
Service with 
Confirmation (& 
Food 
Dedication) 
 
Pledge Sunday 

10am 
Bayshore 
Lunch 
Program 
 
  

7:15-9:15pm 
Scouts  
  

7pm Pause & 
Pray 
 
8pm Lifeline 
Group of AA 

7:30pm Choir 
 

10am Visio 
Divina 
Meditation 
with Grace 
  

29 30 31     

10am Worship  
Service 
 
11:30pm Easter 
Egg Hunt 
 
 
Palm Sunday 

6pm Men’s 
Bible Study & 
Fellowship 

7:15-9:15pm 
Scouts  
 

   Font Color 
Key: 

Conference 
Room 
Fellowship 
Hall 
Zoom or 
Other 
Sanctuary 
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Church Leadership 
  
 
 
  

  

 

 

  

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Pastor Rev. Nada Sellers 

Moderator               Matthew Snodgrass 

Head Trustee              William Field 

Treasurer                      Judy Bacon 

Council Secretary Lynn Nelson 

Pledge Secretary         Dave Mackey 

Christian Care          Valerie Hansen 
  Kiff Barnes 

Christian Education  Allie Colella 
  Amy DeFelice 

Fellowship  Regina Criscione 

Justice & Peace Liz Mueller 

Missions                - Open - 

Pastoral Support Tracy Mackey 

Personnel  Carrie Virgilio 

Worship & Music     Carol Schreier 

Buildings & Grounds  
Trustee Diane Paquet 

Contracts & Insurance  
Trustee Brian Yesalonis 

Stewardship Trustee  Don Pope 

 

The church has a variety of methods for your contributions: 
 
ONLINE:  EasyTithe:  https://app.easytithe.com/App/Giving/hcucc 
 
TEXT:  Just text "test" to (732) 410-5950 to receive instructions on giving 
electronically. 
 
ONLINE BANKING: Set up regular payments to "Holmdel Community 
UCC" via your online baking service. 
 
BY CHECK:  Dave Mackey will be collecting checks from the church 
weekly or email him at
pledge@holmdelucc.org. 
 

       Your generosity to HCUCC throughout the year is 
                          always much appreciated. 

 

 https://app.easytithe.com/App/Giving/hcucc
 https://app.easytithe.com/App/Giving/hcucc

