My response to today’s message

Information without application falls short of God’s best for us.  He wants us to apply what we learn so that we will change and grow, becoming more like Christ.  The following questions are for personal and group study to move us from hearing the message to living a life of joy.

1) Christians have always struggled with the problem of war and its moral implications.  Review and discuss what the Bible says is the real cause of war. 

2) Some view war as incompatible with Christianity and therefore unacceptable under any circumstances.  Other Christians feel that armed preparedness is necessary and that under certain conditions, it is right to fight.  Review and discuss the reasons presented why, on certain occasions, it is right to fight. How do you reconcile the diversity of views on this issue in the Christian community?

3) Will the world ever have permanent peace?  If so, when?  Is this the final war?  Why or why not?  What comfort and hope do you receive from God’s promises?  How can you respond to those who forecast a specific time and date for the Lord’s return?

4) How should we respond during war?  Take some time to practically apply the four suggested responses of the fully devoted follower of Jesus during such a time as this.  Which of the four responses is easiest/hardest for you at this time?  Why?  What can you do to apply and balance these four responses in your ministry and mission for your Lord and Savior?

5) The Bible teaches that humanity, apart from a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ, is at war with God.  If you have never repented of your sins and received Christ as your Savior and Lord, make your commitment to Christ today.  In doing so, you will experience and enjoy peace with God. (John 1:12; Romans 5:1-2)

6) Review and memorize Romans 12:18.  Peace begins on a personal level and comes as we permit Him who “is our peace” to control our lives (Ephesians 2:14).  There will be no peace on earth until the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ, returns to establish it.  We should spread the Gospel to all nations in anticipation of His return (Acts 1:8).  How can you seek to be an instrument of God’s peace – praying for it, working for it – in your family?... church?... community?... nation?... world?... (Matthew 5:9).

What is the main thing that God has impressed upon you today?

What are you going to do about it? 

Remember:  The smallest obedient act is better than the greatest intention.





Welcome to Focus Church—a Christ-centered community learning to follow Jesus with purpose and passion.  Our mission is to know Christ and make Him known – to follow Jesus fully through biblical teaching, authentic relationships, joyful worship, and compassionate service. Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here.

Guests:  Please complete a “Connect Card” and pick up a blue gift bag as our “thank you” for being with us today.
 
Sunday, April 19
9am – Adult Sunday School – a study in Matthew’s Gospel
10am – Worship Celebration

Church Office & Mailing Address
10475 Crosspoint Blvd Ste 250
Indianapolis, IN 46256-3387
317-813-5996   https://www.myfocuschurch.com/

Would you like to experience and enjoy peace with God and share His peace with others? Go to peacewithgod.net to learn more.
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If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  
(Romans 12:18)


1. _________________________________________________________?

Where do these wars and battles between yourselves first start?  Isn’t it precisely in the desires fighting inside your own selves?  You want something and you haven’t got it; so you are prepared to kill.  You have an ambition you can’t satisfy, so you fight to get your way by force. (James 4:1-2, LB)

The effect of pride is fighting.  (Proverbs 13:10)

The war creates no absolutely new situation:  it simply aggravates the permanent human situation so that we can no longer ignore it.  Human life has always been lived on the edge of a precipice.  Human culture has always had to exist under the shadow of something infinitely more important than itself.  If men had postponed the search for knowledge and beauty until they were secure, the search would never have begun… We are mistaken when we compare war with “normal life”.  Life has never been normal.  (C. S. Lewis)


2. _________________________________________________________?

There is… a time for war and a time for peace. (Ecclesiastes 3:8)

1) ________________________________________________________

Numbers 32:6-12

2) ________________________________________________________

When justice is done, it brings joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.
                                                                                             (Proverbs 21:15)

3) ________________________________________________________

(Government) is there to serve God for your benefit.  If you break the law, however, you may well have fear… he does not bear the sword for nothing.  (Government) is God’s servant, an agent of justice to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. (Romans 13:4, JB & NIV)


3. _________________________________________________________?

“Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God; trust also in me.  There are many rooms in my Father’s house; otherwise, I would have told you.  I am going there to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.”  (John 14:1-3)

He will settle disputes among great nations.  They will hammer their swords into plows and their spears into pruning knives.  Nations will never again go to war, never prepare for battle again.  (Isaiah 2:4, GN)


4. _________________________________________________________?

“Don’t be fooled.  Many will come in My name saying, ‘I am He!’ and ‘The time has come!’  But don’t follow them.  Don’t be afraid when you hear of wars and revolutions; such things must happen but they do not mean the end is near.  Countries will fight each other and kingdoms will attack one another.”
                                                                                                         (Luke 21:8-9, GN)
“No one knows that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father!” (Matthew 24:36)

“It’s not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by His own authority.  But… you will be my witnesses… to the ends of the earth.” 
                                                                                                       (Acts 1:7-8)

5. _________________________________________________________?

1) ________________________________________________________

First of all pray… for kings and all others who are in authority, that we may live a quiet and peaceful life… (1 Timothy 2:1-2)

2) ________________________________________________________

The Lord is my light and my salvation – whom shall I fear?... Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear; though war break out against me, even then I will be confident. (Psalm 27:1, 3)

3) ________________________________________________________

Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.  (Psalm 34:14)

4) _________________________________________________________

Carry each other’s burdens… and fulfill the law of Christ. (Galatians 6:4)
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