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From The Pastor               Rev. Nada Sellers 

  revnsellers@holmdelucc.org 
 

Singing a “Different Tune” – Happy Eastertide! 

 
John Nicholson Ireland (1879 – 1962) was 
one of the leading English composers of 
his generation. He received his musical 
training at the Royal College of Music in 
London (1893 - 1897), studying 
composition with the brilliant Irish 
composer and musician C.V. Stanford 
(When In Our Music God is Glorified).  
 

As an organist/choirmaster, Ireland’s compositions span fifty 
years and include all sorts of media, including the score to the 
film The Overlanders (1946-47). His church music includes eight 
hymn tunes, and one of the most beautiful settings for Samuel 
Crossman’s sacred poem “My song is love unknown.” In its 
original form, the poem includes seven, yes, seven verses.  
Here’s an amazing part of this story… 

Mr. Ireland composed his inviting tune “LOVE UNKNOWN” on 
the back of a menu a few minutes after he received the poem. 
Talk about inspiration! With “intimate and free-flowing 
treatment” wrote one commentator, the personal sense of the 
words come to life. (E. Routley in Hymnal Companion J. Fyock, writer & L. 
Wright, ed. (B. Press, 1996:233))    

 

(continued) 

https://www.holmdelucc.org
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From The Pastor (continued) 
  

Here’s the thing: Crossman’s poem is often found set to a different tune called “RHOSYMEDRE” 
(by Anglican minister J. D. Edwards, 1836, named after his Welsh parish) as it appears in the 
United Church of Christ’s New Century Hymnal.  When we sang this hymn on Palm Sunday, I 
asked Susan and the choir to help lead the Ireland tune, rather than Edward’s tune, because I 
first learned this most favorite hymn of mine, using Ireland’s music. How surprised I was to find 
that our Chalice Hymnal  doesn’t include this hymn in any form!? (hymnary.org/tune/rhosymedre).  My 
Anabaptist roots followed the English roots rather than the Anglican music for these words. 

There are often a variety of tunes which can be paired with familiar lyrics and this allows for 
multiple ways to express the tone or sentiment of our liturgy. It sometimes provides us with 
ways to make discreet adjustments for inclusivity in the language of the lyrics as well.   

History happens every time we share “psalms, hymns and spiritual songs”  in our worship 
together. (Ephesians 5:19, Colossians 3:16). By interspersing tunes and lyrics from different 
parts of the world, we can celebrate the message of God’s love and our faith with diversity and 
beauty.  I hope you’ll be a part of the most dramatic and important worship services this week 
during Holy Week and throughout Eastertide. There will be many opportunities to listen and to 
sing and to make melody in our hearts.  Here are the words for the original verse six: 

 

In life, no house, no home 

my Lord on earth might have; 

in death, no friendly tomb 

but what a stranger gave. 

What may I say? Heav'n was His home; 

but mine the tomb wherein He lay. 

 

Pastor Nada 
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Moderator’s Corner Matt Snodgrass 

 moderator@holmdelucc.org 
 

As we welcome spring, during our lenten season, we also welcome other sunny 
additions to our church family. 

First, we welcomed our confirmands to HCUCC during a wonderful confirmation 
ceremony. Congratulations to John Hunter DeFelice, Ella Grace DeMeo, Lila Elise 
DeMeo, Jonathan Declan Gilpatrick, and Madyn Noelle Mortenson. 

Second, we welcomed the activation of our solar system at the church. The two solar 
arrays (on the parsonage and Fellowship Hall) have passed the township’s inspection 
and the power company’s inspection, and the system is now online. We hope to see 
some appreciable savings in our electricity bills in the many years to come. Thank 
you to everyone who actively participated in making this a reality. This was a long 
time in the making, and it’s wonderful to now have this green initiative alive in our 
church. 

-Matt 

 

 

  

https://mailto: susanfdavies@gmail.com
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Worship & Music Carol Schreier, Chair 

             boola8801@verizon.net 

 
Were you there…?  Chalice Hymnal No.198 
 
Welcome to April at Holmdel Community UCC. We are in the middle of Holy Week 2026! 
 
I hope you all enjoyed our children on Palm Sunday, I know I sure did! Now we take a darker turn 
as we prepare for the celebration of Easter. We gathered on Maundy Thursday, April 2nd at 6pm 
in Fellowship Hall for a communal meal and fellowship-style communion. And then we gather in 
the sanctuary for our traditional Good Friday Tenebrae service on April 3rd at 7:30pm. 
 
Our Lenten series wraps up on Easter Sunday, April 5th. We will gather around the bell at 7am for 
our “Almost Sunrise” service and then celebrate the Resurrection at our traditional 10am service 
in the sanctuary. Your Worship & Music committee hopes you have enjoyed hearing the many 
parables and stories retold through our series “Tell Me Something Good” by Sanctified Art.  
 
Our meeting this month is on Wednesday April 15th at 7pm in the conference room of Fellowship 
Hall. Won’t you join us? Grab a friend and sign up to usher, or train to run the sound board! Or 
maybe public speaking is more your style? We love new readers joining our group too! 
 
We appreciate your support and wish you all Easter blessings! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Schreier  
Worship & Music Chair 
(732) 766-6192  
boola8801@verizon.net 
  

https://mailto: boola8801@verizon.net
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Justice & Peace Liz Mueller, Chair 

             lizmueller11@gmail.com 

 

 
L to R:  Susan Davies, 
Liam Muhler, Kathy Bauer, 
Wyatt LeMeune,       
Grace Losso Modla, Isabel 

 
 
 
 
 
Back:  Mary Beth Jones, Michelle Ucciferri, 
Liam Muhler, Pastor Nada, Kathy Bauer, 
Judy Bacon, Hank Bauer, Don Pope 
Front:  Liz Mueller, Susan Davies, April 
Jones, Grace Losso Modla, Isabel 
 

 

No Kings 3 --March 28.  Protests Around the World. 

More than 8 million people gathered to protest authoritarianism and the policies of our current 
President. Approximately 20 HCUCC members and friends gathered in Freehold, and there were 
others in different NJ locations as well as Puerto Vallarta, Mexico.  Power to the People! 

 
Good Friday, April 3 -- Pilgrimage to Delaney Detention Center 
in Newark 

We are doing the last leg of an inter-faith Pilgrimage to Delaney 
Hall, an immigration center in Newark. Holmdel UCC is also a co-
sponsor of this pilgrimage.  If you’re interested in joining us, please 
contact Liz Mueller (email: lizmueller11@gmail.com. 

 

MOCA Postcarding at Bell Works -- Monday, April 6 and 13 

We will be postcarding at Honeybell Coffee in Bell Works on the first two Mondays in April. It is a 
nice group of people, and you will feel that you’ve “done something”.  Come and join us!   

 

https://mailto: lizmueller11@gmail.com
https://mailto: lizmueller11@gmail.com
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Faith and Ecology Meetup Sponsored by Waterspirit  -- Thursday, April 16 

Please join Waterspirit for an interfaith gathering for people working on environmental issues in 
our county.  This event will be hosted by the Church of St. Anselm in Tinton Falls from 5:30-
6:30PM.  Please let Liz Mueller know if you are interested in carpooling from Holmdel UCC at 
5:00PM.   

 

 

Blood Drive at Fellowship Hall -- Friday, 
April 17 

Holmdel UCC will be hosting a blood drive on 
4 dates this year for the American Red 
Cross.  The first one is Friday, April 17.  Scan 
the code at right if you are interested in 
making an appointment to donate blood  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holmdel Foster Families Open House  

Let’s support our partner, Belinda Ruiz of the Village 
Foster Closet of Holmdel and RSVP today! 
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Christian Education Allie Colella, Chair, alcollela8616@gmail.com 
 Amanda Spagnolia, Youth Minister, 
 youthminister@holmdelucc.org 

 

 

 ၜၝၞ Parenting Resource 

How to Talk to Your Kids About ICE and Immigration Enforcement 

We are sharing a helpful article with supportive resources for families navigating these 
important conversations with children. Link available, click here:  

 

 ਲਲ਼਴ਵਸ਼਷ Youth Group Update 

Youth Group Outing – April 26 

The next Youth Group meeting will be on April 26th from 5pm to 6:30pm for an evening of 
fun, faith, and fellowship. 

 

 ᅭᅮᅯᅰᅱᅲᅳᅴᅵᅶᅷᅸᅹᅺᅻ Visio Divina Meditations 
Visio Divina meditations are held on Saturdays at 10:00 AM and are led by Grace Modla. 

 

 ጴጵጶጷጸጹ Adult Education & Bible Study 
Interested in learning more about our adult studies and Bible study groups? 
 
Reach out to the Christian Education Committee or contact Lynn for links and current 
meeting times. We welcome all who are interested in growing deeper in faith and 
community. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mailto: alcollela8616@gmail.com
https://parents-together.org/how-to-talk-to-your-kids-about-ice-and-immigration-enforcement/?utm_source=messenger&utm_medium=messenger&utm_campaign=parenting-tips&utm_term=ptf&utm_content=how-to-talk-to-your-kids-about-ice-and-immigration-enforcement
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Missions Vacant 
  
 

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is a Special Mission Offering of the 
United Church of Christ that supports partners worldwide with ministries 
that fund health, education, and agricultural development, emergency 

relief, refugee ministries, and both international and domestic disaster response.  
Collection will occur Sunday, April 12, 2026. 

 

 

 Bayshore Lunch Program – On March 23, 2026, 38 meals were served 
and consisted of lasagna with meat sauce, bread, kale salad mix and 
dessert. 
 
The church provides meals on the fourth Monday of the month. The next 
lunch preparation event will occur on April 27, 2025. The location is at 

the Community Church of Keyport from 10 AM to 12:30 PM.  I would ask that you 
consider joining our team for this very worthwhile mission.  We need you!   
  
QUESTIONS … WANT TO LEARN MORE???  Please contact Judy Bacon for more 
information about our projects.  Phone:  617-849-2530. 
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Christian Care Val Hansen, Co-Chair, valthansen@gmail.com 
 Kiff Barnes, Co-Chair, kiff.barnes@gmail.com 
 

If I need some help, who might I reach out to? 

The HCUCC Christian Care Committee is here to offer comfort and practical support 
to our members and friends who are dealing with mental or physical illness, 
recovery, or any kind of loss. Please feel free to get in touch with us for prayers, 
rides to the doctor’s office, meals when you’re feeling under the weather. We’re also 
often asked to offer our prayers for various situations. 

Here’s a list of the Care Team members and their contact information: 

 

 

Valerie Hansen   (732) 977-8642 

Kiff Barnes           (972) 571-6538 

Susan Shaw         (609) 317-5984 

Karen Chesney   (908) 577-6370 

Jen Brill                   (540) 449-2044 

 

 
 

https://mailto: valthansen@gmail.com
https://mailto: kiff.barnes@gmail.com
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Grace Notes Susan F. Davies, Minister of Music 

                                                                                                   musicminister@holmdelucc.org 

 
 
A small but mighty group of Joyful Noisemakers sang beautifully on Palm Sunday with the Adult 
Choir! They did a wonderful job learning the music in advance, and we were able to put it 
together before the service that morning. We couldn’t have made that happen without all the work 
put in by our very talented Amanda Spagnolia. Thank you Amanda, Joyful Noisemakers, and 
joyful parents, who made sure everyone was ready to go that day!  
 
The Adult Choir is offering some of its most moving songs for the Good Friday service on April 
3 at 7:30pm. We encourage you to share in this worship experience. It adds such depth to the 
season, and opens the door to greater appreciation of Easter morning’s jubilation. 
 
Note to all Adult Choir members participating in the Good Friday service: Rehearsal reporting 
time is 6:45pm. Thank you! 
 
Easter almost-sunrise 7:00am service will be by the bell and porch of Fellowship Hall (weather 
permitting) and led musically by some of the members of HUCC Finn. We can always use some 
helping hands before and after with chairs, musical equipment, cables, etc. if you’re willing and 
able. In case of rain, we will still have the service. We’ll just have to move it inside. 
 
The Adult Choir will be leading the music in the sanctuary for the Easter Sunday 10:00am 
service. Please join us for this joyful service! 
 
There is no choir rehearsal on Thursday, April 9. We will gather in the loft at 9:15am on 
Sunday, April 12 and whip up some family choir-style songs for the service. Anyone who would 
like to jump in for one Sunday to give it a try, this might be the one for you! 
 
Choir season is not over! We are always looking for enthusiastic, dedicated singers to join us in 
the loft. The only requirement is that you love to sing. We don’t care how good you think you may 
or may not be. Please consider joining our choir community. Our soprano section would love 
another member or two, but we have room in every section.  If you don’t sing but you play an 
instrument and would like to participate in some way, there are opportunities for you, too.  
 
As our Stewardship campaign is coming to a close, and the last of the pledges are being turned 
in, I want to thank you for your financial commitments to the church. Your gifts support our  
music-making. 
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GREAT  NEWS FROM SYLVIA’S CHILDREN 

Next month will be 23 years since Sylvia’s Children was formed.  When I was adopted by 

the Mbiriizi Advanced Primary and Day Care School to be their grandmother I took it seriously.  I 

also saw it as an opportunity to prove that, given the tools, people could be independent and self-

sustaining, not depending on others to support them.   I have tirelessly worked on this concept 

and, as of Decembre 31, 2025, the goal was reached!   সহ঺঻ 

 In addition to all the capital improvements, that 

last being both a decent boys’ lavatory and a decent 

girls’ lavatory, I have given the school the tools to 

generate revenue through 10 business opportunities 

which include coffee bean sales, eggs (from our 20,000 

chickens!), a sewing business, a 50 piece brass band 

for  parades, etc., and  a bus to rent out for school 

trips/weddings/etc.to name a few.  With these 

businesses they can cover the costs of operating the 

school as well as secondary education and college for orphans. 

 Now, how about the Christmas party?  There is even enough money for that too!  And how 

does that impact Christmas in July?  We have already identified another school … 600+ students 

…where we will be putting on a Christmas party this year.  THEY HAVE NEVER HAD ONE!  It is 

the Mustard Seed School in Lukaya and, miracle of miracle, it is run by another New Jersey 

woman!  (As you know we do Christmas in July to raise money … get ready!). 

Now, I want to do a little teaser.  We have another initiative that will expand upon the 

mission statement of Sylvia’s Children and could ultimately impact 75% of the Ugandan 

population of women and children.  (50% of the population in Uganda is 17 and UNDER!).  Here 

is the mission statement … see if you can guess the next project: 

To provide quality health care and education to the underserved and underprivileged 

children and families of Uganda Africa through a comprehensive (rural hub and spoke 

model) healthcare program/facility and a proven self-sustaining educational model 

Next month’s newsletter will carry the full details of the next initiative for Sylvia’s Children.  

Can’t wait to share! 

https://sylviaschildren.org/
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Announcements 
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Announcements (continued) 
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Announcements (continued) 
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Announcements (continued) 
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Announcements (continued)  
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Announcements (continued)  

 



 18 

 

Thank You 
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Announcements (continued)  
 

MEDITATION: VISIO DIVINA 

“DIVINE SEEING” 

Please join our Zoom meetings on Saturdays at 10am for a 
refreshing hour that includes a short, guided meditation, 
creative prayers, poems, lively discussion on the art-quote-
word of the day, and a lot of laughter in a caring space.  All 
are welcome!   

 
APRIL 2026 FLOWERS 

            
Let’s start the month off with a bang! Please Bring Your Own 
Blooms on Easter morning, April 5th. We will decorate our 
sanctuary with potted flowers, and we will decorate our beautiful 
cross with fresh-cut flowers. 

 
And remember, after Easter, you can celebrate a special someone or a 
special occasion with a FLORAL DEDICATION. 

 
Simply order a bouquet from our florist OR bring in an arrangement of your own to share on 
Sunday. Contact Vera Kradjel with your desired date to secure your spot. You can take your 
flowers home with you after church and enjoy them or deliver them to a friend or neighbor and 
brighten their day.  

 
You may reach Vera directly at: 

Vera Kradjel (732) 673-8588 OR via email verakradjel@gmail.com 

Thank you! 

 

We all love Coffee Hour!  It’s a vital part of fellowship and a nice way to meet 
people.  We need  some new team members as well as substitutes.  If you can 
help, or would like more information, please contact Regina at 
regcris35@gmail.com or (732) 320-6210. 

 
This month’s Calico Cat Food Pantry collections:  canned vegetables.  
We will dedicate food on the 4th Sunday, April 26th.  On that Sunday, we 
encourage everyone to bring forward their offerings to the worship table 
and kids can stay down front for the Children’s Message that immediately 
follows. 
 

 

 

https://mailto: verakradjel@gmail.com
https://mailto: regcris35@gmail.com
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Announcements (continued) 
 

 

 
FREE UCC courses online: https://frontlinefaith.org/ 
 

 
We have a variety of collections: eyeglasses for New Eyes (bin in 
Fellowship Hall kitchen), books for Legal Books Bin and clothing next 
to the book donation bin in the parking lot. 

 
 
 

  Virtual Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m. 

We will start live streaming the service at 9:55 a.m. via this link:  
http://bit.ly/hcucclive. We start early, so that you can be sure your 
technology (internet connection, audio, video) is working properly. 
We’ll display our pre-service announcement slides for five minutes  
until the service starts, at around 10am.  

  

 

 

 
Like us on Facebook!

 https://www.facebook.com/HolmdelUCC/ 
 

 
 

 
 

Please follow our YouTube channel as well. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtmDSw0RSSbtDPqXfZaLuuw 

 

  

https://frontlinefaith.org/
http://bit.ly/hcucclive
https://www.facebook.com/HolmdelUCC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtmDSw0RSSbtDPqXfZaLuuw
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Caught on Camera 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Belinda Ruiz of The Village Foster 
Closet of Holmdel, holds the permit 

to begin construction in our 
basement! 

Pastor Nada joins protestors in 
Freehold for No Kings 3! 
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Caught on Camera 

Easter Egg Hunt 03/29/2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kris Hansen tells everyone 
where to hunt for Easter 

Eggs (L to R: Ella DeMeo, 
Lila DeMeo, Brayden 

DeFelice, Victor DeMeo, 
Wyatt LeMeune, Kris 

Hansen, Sierra Colella) 
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Brayden DeFelice and 
Dylan Hennessy check out 

the Easter Eggs  

James Puryear, Dylan 
Hennessy and Carter 
Spagnolia shoot some 

hoops after the egg hunt!  
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APRIL 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

Font Color Key: 
Conference 
Room 
Fellowship Hall 
Zoom or Other 
Sanctuary 

  
8pm Lifeline 
Group of AA 

6pm 
Maundy 
Thursday 
 
7:30pm 
Choir 

7:30pm Good 
Friday 
Tenebrae 
Service 

10am Visio 
Divina Meditation 
with Grace 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

7am Almost 
Sunrise Easter 
Service 
 

10am Service 
with Communion 
 

2nd Hour: 
Children’s Play 
 

Easter!  
He is risen! 

 
7:15-
9:15pm 
Scouts  

10am-12pm 
Meeting 
 
8pm Lifeline 
Group of AA 

 
7pm-9pm Hall 
Rental 

8am-Noon FH 
Basement Large 
Item Drop-Off 

10am Visio 
Divina Meditation 
with Grace 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

10am Worship  
Service (OGHS) 

  

 7:30pm 
Council 
 

Yam HaShoah 
(Holocaust 
Remembrance 
Day)  

7:15-
9:15pm 
Scouts  
 
  

7pm 
Worship & 
Music 
 
8pm Lifeline 
Group of AA  

7:30pm 
Choir 

12pm-5pm 
American Red 
Cross Blood 
Drive (FH 
unavailable 
11am-5:45pm) 

9am-12pm NJA 
Meeting 
 
10am Visio 
Divina Meditation 
with Grace 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

10am Worship  
Service   

 
  

7:15-
9:15pm 
Scouts  
  

2pm Care 
Team 
Meeting 
 
8pm Lifeline 
Group of AA 

7:30pm 
Choir 

 
9:30am-12pm 
Earth Day 
Sandwich 
Making 
 

10am Visio 
Divina Meditation 
with Grace 
 

4pm-7pm Village 
Foster Closet of 
Holmdel Open 
House 

26 27 28 29 30   

10am Worship  
Service 
 
Bayonet Farms 
Earth Day 
 
5pm Youth 
Group 

10am 
Bayshore 
Lunch 
Program 
 
6pm Men’s 
Fellowship 
Group 

7:15-
9:15pm 
Scouts  
 

8pm Lifeline 
Group of AA 

7:30pm 
Choir 
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Church Leadership 
  
 
 
  

  

 

 

  

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Pastor Rev. Nada Sellers 

Moderator               Matthew Snodgrass 

Head Trustee              William Field 

Treasurer                      Judy Bacon 

Council Secretary Lynn Nelson 

Pledge Secretary         Dave Mackey 

Christian Care          Valerie Hansen 
  Kiff Barnes 

Christian Education  Allie Colella 
  Amy DeFelice 

Fellowship  Regina Criscione 

Justice & Peace Liz Mueller 

Missions                - Open - 

Pastoral Support Tracy Mackey 

Personnel  Carrie Virgilio 

Worship & Music     Carol Schreier 

Buildings & Grounds  
Trustee Diane Paquet 

Contracts & Insurance  
Trustee Brian Yesalonis 

Stewardship Trustee  Don Pope 

The church has a variety of methods for your contributions: 

ONLINE:  EasyTithe:  
https://app.easytithe.com/App/Giving/hcucc 

TEXT:  Just text "test" to (732) 410-5950 to receive instructions 
on giving electronically. 

ONLINE BANKING: Set up regular payments to "Holmdel 
Community UCC" via your online baking service. 

BY CHECK:  Dave Mackey will be collecting checks from the 
church weekly or email him at pledge@holmdelucc.org. 

 

Your generosity to HCUCC throughout the year is 
always much appreciated. 

https://app.easytithe.com/App/Giving/hcucc

