
Title: Do You Know The Mysteries Of God? 

Text: Ephesians 3:2-8. 

Subject: Mysteries Of God

Proposition: Can/By

Theme: How To Do It

Transitional Statement: E/C can know the mysteries of God by the following significances displayed here in Ephesians chapter 3 to Paul, to the gentiles, to the angels, and to us today. 

Keyword: Significances 

Intro:

Over the next couple of Wednesday Nights we will dive into the significance of these mysteries by looking at 4 different groups who should know the mysteries of God and see how important they are. 

Tonight we will be looking at 2 groups in verses 2-8.

The Mysteries Of God Was Significant To The Apostle Paul- Verses 2-5. 
Verse 2-
If ye have heard…
The word if in the Greek means if, indeed, inasmuch, as, since.
Paul knew his CALLING to the Gentile world was well known among Gentile Christians.
In chapter one we seen what the seven different dispensations were in the Bible.
God’s principles do not change, but His methods of dealing with mankind do change over the course of history.
Here the word dispensation means the “implemented strategy” of God’s plan in the church. 
The word dispensation also means the office of a manager or overseer, stewardship.
Paul was a being a good steward of the calling he had on his life, the ministry of getting the mystery of God out to the gentiles! 
We ONLY GET ONE LIFE HERE ON EARTH! 
We gotta be good STEWARDS of our CALLINGS! 
We also have to have a strategy of our callings. 

Verses 3 & 4-
What is a mystery? 
The word for mystery in the Greek is mysterion which means hidden thing, secret. 
The word mystery in the English dictionary is something secret or unexplainable; an unknown.
Thru Revelation of the word of God and the Holy Spirit we can know the mysteries of God. 
In the Old Testament the nation of Israel knew that God was gonna save the gentiles but they had NO IDEA He was gonna establish the CHURCH with both Jew and gentile believers becoming ONE.
The reason why we need to know the significance of the mysteries of God is by knowing them we know who we truly are in Christ and by this we can know who others are in Christ.
Paul wanted them to know God gave me the revelation of this mystery and I am only His messenger of this truth.
It is indeed amazing that God would take a Hebrew of the Hebrews, a Pharisee, and a persecutor of the church to be the main minister of the mystery, the mystery of the work of the gospel in bringing Jew and Gentile together into one new body.
The principle Paul will describe is a mystery, yet it is known.
However, it would never be known if God did not make it known.

Verse 5-
The nature of the union of Jews and Gentiles into this new body is the aspect that was not made known. 
In the Old Testament, the salvation of Gentiles in the Messiah is prophesied, the coming together of Jew and Gentile into the Church is never spoken of.
Notice God has order of leadership and authority in the Bible. 
Was revealed to the apostles and prophets by the Holy Spirit. 
The Bible says in 2 Peter 1:19-21.
There are no more apostles and prophets today and God isn’t writing the word of God anymore. 
But God is still calling men and women and equipping them for the ministry in and thru the local church.
The Bible says in Romans 12:4-8.
The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 12:4-11&27-30.
The Bible says in Ephesians 4:11-12. 
God also gave us leadership in the local church according to the Bible the word of God to follow as they follow Jesus in the roles of elders, pastors, and deacons.
Elders-
The Bible says in Titus 1:5-9. 
Pastors and Deacons-
The Bible says in 1 Timothy 3:1-13. 
Elders, pastors, and deacons are servants to God and to God’s people. 

2. The Mysteries Of God Was Significant To The Gentiles In That Day- Verses 6-8.    

Verse 6-
That the gentiles should…
This describes the mystery itself – that believing Jews and believing Gentiles are joined together into one body of Christ, into one Church, and no longer separated before God as such.
The truth of this mystery means that Gentiles are now full partakers of His promise. 
This was a privilege no longer reserved only for the believing Jewish person.
By the gospel: This could only happen by the gospel, where all men have an equal standing in Jesus. 
This is the same gospel Paul is a servant of, because of the gift of grace given to him by the working of God’s power.

Verse 7-
Paul says he is a minister, but that is a title of service, not exaltation. 
In classical literature of ancient Greece, the minister (diakonos) “is a table waiter who is always at the bidding of his customers.”
The word minister also means servant of a king. 
“The mystery” not only gives believing Gentiles a new relationship, it also reveals that there is a new power available to them.
This power is illustrated in the life of Paul. God saved him by grace and gave him a stewardship a special ministry to the Gentiles.
But God also gave Paul the power to accomplish this ministry. 
The word “working” here is energeia from which we get our word “energy.” 
The word “power” is dunamis which gives us our words “dynamic” and “dynamite.”
I believe Paul was a fireball for Jesus! 

Verse 8-
The word am less than the least in the Greek means less than the least, lower than the lowest. 
Paul marveled at the grace given to him, by which he was called to preach the gospel that makes the mystery a reality. 
When we consider Paul’s personal history, we see that his calling really was all of grace.
Paul knew who he was in Christ but he also knew who he was before Christ. 
The Bible says in 1 Timothy 1:12-17. 
The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 15:9-10. 
The ancient Greek word translated “preach” literally means “to announce good news.”
Paul’s preaching was simply the announcement of the good news of what God has done in Jesus.
Understanding the deep truths of God’s Word does not give a man a big head; it gives him a broken and contrite heart.

Altar Call & Invitation:

We we being good stewards of the mystery of God which is Jesus and the church? 


