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LUTHERAN CHURCH

OF OUR SAVIOR

A.C.T.S. of Worship

THE 4th SUNDAY of EASTER
Shepherd Sunday

April 26, 2026
10:00 AM 
Our Mission
“Responding to God’s love, Lutheran Church of Our Savior desires 
to reach more people for Christ by proclaiming Him, 
by growing in faith, and by caring for all people.”
4725 South Bradley Road
Santa Maria, CA 93455-5051
Office:  (805) 937-1116
Fax:  (805) 937-2107
Pastor Brenden Harrell  (703) 217-0849
E-mail: lcosoffice22@gmail.com
Web Page:  www.lcos.net
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/LCOSSantaMariaCA  
Brenden Harrell,
 Harold Oliver,
Pastor 
Pastor Emeritus
The 4th Sunday of Easter, April 26, 2026

  OUR A-C-T-S OF WORSHIP  
For Good Shepherd Sunday
Adoration -- Confession   \/  Thanksgiving - Supplication 

HEARING GOD’S WORD FOR US
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS/INTRODUCTION

ADORATION & PRAISE

OPENING SENTENCES   
                                                                    Psalm  95:1-7a
               (Antiphon) Let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
  For we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.
Pastor:    Oh come, let us sing to the Lord;
               let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
People:  Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
               let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
Pastor:    For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.
People:
In his hand are the depths of the earth,
and the mountain peaks belong to him.


The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land.
Pastor:    Oh come, let us worship and bow down;
               let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
People:  For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture,
               and the sheep of his hand.
Pastor:    Now let us sing to the Lord, and make a joyful noise!  (We Stand)
OPENING HYMN     “Christ The Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!”              LSB 463:1-2
Christ the Lord is ris'n today; Alleluia! Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia!
Offer praise with love replete, Alleluia! At the paschal victim's feet. Alleluia!
For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia! Sinless in the sinner's stead. Alleluia!
Christ the Lord is ris'n on high; Alleluia! Now He lives no more to die. Alleluia!

INVOCATION and SALUTATION

Pastor:
 …. In the name of the Father and of the ( Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
All: 
Amen.
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

All: 
Amen.
SHARING THE PEACE OF THE LORD

OPENING HYMN CONCLUDED  (Stanza 4)
[image: image3.wmf]         Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia!  All your grateful homage pay; Alleluia!

         Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Alleluia!  Now He lives, no more to die.  Alleluia!
CONFESSION
CONFESSION OF FAITH              APOSTOLIC CREED  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary;

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;

He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead;

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit;

The holy Christian Church, the communion of saints;

The forgiveness of sins; 

The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.

(Seated as if kneeling)

CONFESSION OF SIN and GOD’S FORGIVENESS

Pastor:
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

People:
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.


Pastor:
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

People:
Most merciful God, we confess that we have not feared, loved 
or trusted in you above all things.
We have often closed our ears to Your Word. 
We have not always acted justly, loved mercy, 

or faithfully followed our risen Lord.

Nor have we borne consistent witness to your grace in Jesus Christ,   

 

or to his resurrection. 

(Silence for Reflection and Personal Confession)

Pastor:
   Heavenly Father, all-knowing and all-loving, 
People:  We ask for your forgiveness and renewal, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.

Pastor:
   (Assurance of God’s Forgiveness, in Jesus’ Name)

RESPONSIVE SONG OF PRAISE      “Lord I Lift Your Name on High”
Verse:

Lord, I lift Your name on high, Lord, I love to sing Your praises.

I’m so glad you’re in my life, I’m so glad You came to save us.

Refrain:

You came from heaven to earth to show the way,

From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay.

From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky,

Lord, I lift Your name on high.

REPEAT                                                                                                    CCLI #285879  © 1989 Maranatha! Music 
GOD’S WORD FOR US TODAY
NEW TESTAMENT READING from the Book of Acts                             Acts 2:42-47                                                            
 [In this reading we are taken back to the first Christian Pentecost, when Peter told the crowds that God had raised Jesus from the dead and made him both Lord and Messiah, and that they needed to repent and be baptized in Jesus’ Name.  

Three thousand people did just that. This reading tells what happened afterward].

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  And a sense of awe came over every soul, as many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 They were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.  And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they shared their meals with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord.               

 People:  Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE                                                                                                 1 Peter 2:19-25   
Now it is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly.  For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if, when you do good and suffer for it, you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God.  For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps.  He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth.  When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to Him who judges justly.  And he bore our sins in his own body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord.                

People:  Thanks be to God.
PSALM                                     Read in Unison by All                                 Psalm 23:1-6
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
     He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters. 

    He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake.

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
    I will fear no evil, for you, Lord, are with me; 

   your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
     you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.


Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
    and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

Stand
THE HOLY GOSPEL
                                                                    John 10:1-10
Pastor:
    The Holy Gospel, according to St. John, the 10th chapter.

People:   Glory to You, O Lord!
“Truly, truly, I say to you, he whoever does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber.  But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.  To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice.  A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.”   This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was telling them.
So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.  All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them.  I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture.  The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 
Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord         

       People:  Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
HYMN FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN      “ I Am Jesus Little Lamb”         LSB 740:1-2
1
I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am;
For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me,
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name.

2
Day by day, at home, away, Jesus is my staff and stay.
When I hunger, Jesus feeds me, Into pleasant pastures leads me;
When I thirst, He bids me go Where the quiet waters flow.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  -  Are You One of Jesus’ Lamb, or One of His Sheep?

MESSAGE FOR ALL       -      Lord Jesus, Our Redeemer,

Shepherd or Gate?

“If anyone enters by me,

he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture.”
John 10:9

Spiritual/Eternal   and   Temporal/Earthly

HYMN to Accompany Message  -  I Know that My Redeemer Lives     LBW 461   

1. I know that my Redeemer lives! What comfort this sweet sentence gives!

            He lives, he lives, who once was dead; He lives, my ever-living head!
       2.  He lives triumphant from the grave; He lives eternally to save; 

            He lives all glorious in the sky; He lives exalted there on high.

3.   He lives to bless me with His love; He lives to plead for me above;

 He lives my hungry soul to feed;  He lives to help in time of need.
     4.  He lives to grant me rich supply; He lives to guide me with his eye;

          He lives to comfort me when faint; He lives to hear my soul’s complaint.


     5.  He lives to silence all my fears; He lives to wipe away my tears;

          He lives to calm my troubled heart; He lives all blessings to impart.

     6.  He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; He lives and loves me to the end;

          He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King!

     7.  He lives and grants me daily breath; He lives, and I shall conquer death;

           He lives my mansion to prepare; He lives to bring me safely there

     8.  He lives, all glory to His name!  He lives, my Savior, still the same;

          What joy this blest assurance gives:  I know that my Redeemer lives!

THANKSGIVING  

(For all Gods gifts, temporal and eternal, Expressed with offerings, prayer and song)

INVITATION TO THANKSGIVING

Pastor:    Now let us give thanks to the Lord for all that He has done for us.

People:  For the Lord is good, and his mercy endures forever.

Pastor:    And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency, in all things, at all times, you may abound in all good work.   

Sit

TITHES & THANK-OFFERINGS                            With Instrumental Offering
Stand
PRESENTATION OF OFFERINGS / PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Pastor: 
We bring these offerings to Your Altar, O God, in thanksgiving for all that You give us - both physical and spiritual, both eternal and temporal - and for your answers to prayer, and your unfailing promises.   

(A Silence for individual prayers of thanksgiving)
Pastor: 
Now we lift up our hearts in gratitude 

People:  for the world in which we live, created by the power of Your Word, Almighty God, and for the light in our eyes, the music in our ears, and the air that we breathe, for the sunshine and rain, and for all the plants and the animals You created, and the benefits we get from them.

Pastor: 
And for the bodies and minds you have given us, for parents, teachers and guides, and for the ability to think, remember, learn and grow; for the healing capacity of the body, for doctors, nurses, therapists and all medical professionals, and for people who may risk their lives for our protection – local law officers, firefighters, and those in the armed services,   

People:
 We give You thanks, O God!  

Pastor: 
And,

People:
For the gifts of family and friendship, for marriage and romance, for children, play and laughter, for every happy moment, for renewal after sorrow, for all the years You give us, and for each person in our lives who brings us joy, or comfort, or reminders of Your love, We give You thanks, O God!

Pastor:   And for our church home and family, and this house of worship where we hear your word, and can encourage one another, stir one another up to love and good works, and be empowered by your love and forgiveness,
People:   We give You thanks, O God!   

Pastor:   And finally, above all: 

People:   For the sacrifice of your Son, Jesus Christ, to reconcile us and every sinner to yourself, Holy God; 
Pastor:  and for raising him from the dead to be our Good Shepherd every day we live in this world;

People:  and for the confident hope of everlasting life, and a place with you in glory, when Christ appears again as he has promised;
Pastor:   and for the joy and peace of knowing that you love and accept us, this day, and you count us as your holy and blameless sons and daughters, every day and hour, through our Spirit-given faith in Jesus;

People:  We give You thanks and praise, with overwhelming joy, O God -
             Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   Amen!
TRANSITIONAL HYMN   -  from Thanksgiving to Supplication 

     “Now Thank We All Our God”



LSB 895:1-2
Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices,

Who wondrous things has done, in whom His world rejoices;

Who from our mothers’ arms has blest us on our way

With countless gifts of love and still is ours today.

Oh, may this bounteous God through all our life be near us,

With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us

And keep us in His grace and guide us when perplexed

And free us from all harm in this world and the next!
SUPPLICATION

Please stand, OR be seated and bowing, as if kneeling for prayer
PRAYERS FOR OTHERS and OURSELVES

Each Petition Concludes
Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy,  People:  Hear our prayer.

We pray for….

--  the Lord to graciously keep providing us with green pastures and still waters,

and use us as his helpers in providing the same for others.

--  the Holy Spirit to help us to hear, trust and follow the voice of our Risen Good 

Shepherd, as he leads us in paths of righteousness, faithful witness, and service to our neighbor.

--  for the Lord to be with and help us and others in our daily needs, particularly that we (& all) can have good health and medical care  --  And help us to give thanks.
-- for fearless faith and the soothing oil of his presence when faced with “enemies,” or injury, and when “walking through the valley of the Shadow.”

-- for confidence that, as we trust and follow Jesus, “goodness and mercy will follow us all the days of our lives, and we will dwell in the house of the Lord forever!”

All Stand
LORD’S PRAYER  -    by All

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 

Pastor:    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ( the Love of God 

   And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be yours now and always.
People:  AMEN!

CONCLUDING HYMN STANZAS from “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”

      7.  He lives and grants me daily breath; He lives, and I shall conquer death;

           He lives my mansion to prepare; He lives to bring me safely there

      8.   He lives, all glory to His name!  He lives, my Savior, still the same;

           What joy this blest assurance gives:  I know that my Redeemer lives!
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