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Fourth Sunday of Easter

Sunday | April 26t | 2026
10.30 am | Holy Baptism | Choral Eucharist | BAS

Messe bréve | Léo Delibes

The flowers are given to the glory of God

Welcome

Children are welcome to fully participate in the service
and activity sheets are available at the entrance to the Cathedral.
Sidespeople can provide headsets for those who need hearing assistance.

Please turn off or set mobile devices to silent mode.

Our diocese was founded on the homeland of the Anishinaabe Algonquins.
May we dwell on this land with respect and peace.




The Gathering of the Community
Prelude | Lovely | R. Vaughan Williams
Announcements
Hymn 220 | Christ is risen, Christ is risen

Greeting

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

May his grace and peace be with you.
May he fill our hearts with joy.

There is one body and one Spirit.
There is one hope in God’s call to us;

One Lord, one faith, one baptism,
one God and Creator of all.

Collect of the Day

O God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that great
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make us perfect in every
good work to do your will, and work in us that which is well-pleasing in your sight;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Proclamation of the Word

First Reading | Acts 2:42-47

A reading from the book of Acts.

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs
were being done by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in
common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all,
as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke
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bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and
having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number
those who were being saved.

Holy Word, Holy Wisdom.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm | 23

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. You make me lie down in green pastures and
lead me beside still waters. You revive my soul and guide me along right pathways for your
name’s sake. Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; for
you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You spread a table before me in
the presence of those who trouble me; you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is
running over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will
dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

Second Reading | 7 Peter 2:19-25

A reading from the first letter of Peter.

For it is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If
you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure
when you do right and suffer for it, you have God's approval. For to this you have been
called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should
follow in his steps. "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth." When
he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on
the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you
have been healed. For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to
the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

Holy Word, Holy Wisdom.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual | Antiphon | Ralph Vaughan Williams

Let all the world in every corner sing, my God and King! The heavens are not too high, his
praise may thither fly: the earth is not too low, his praises there may grow. Let all the world in
every corner sing, my God and King! The church with Psalms must shout. No door can keep
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them out: but above all, the heart must bear the longest part. Let all the world in every corner
sing, my God and King!

Holy Gospel | john 10:1-10

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus said, "Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate
but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is
the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear
his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out
all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his
voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not
know the voice of strangers." Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not
understand what he was saying to them. So again Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell
you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but
the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and
will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly."

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon
Hymn 521 | Dear Shepherd of your people, hear
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates

The candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.
The child is presented by his parents and sponsors.

We present Peter John to receive the sacrament of baptism.
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Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is nurtured in the faith and
life of the Christian community?
I'will, with God’s help.

Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ?
I will, with God’s help.

Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God?
I'renounce them.

Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of
God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
I'renounce them.

Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Saviour?
I do.

Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
I do.

Do you promise to obey him as your Lord?
I do.

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their
life in Christ?
We will.

Let us now pray for this person who is to receive the sacrament of new birth.

Lita ny of the Saints | Becker | Adapted to reflect the names of congregations in our Diocese

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have
mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Mary the Virgin, pray for us. Bartholomew and Michael, pray for us. Columba and Julian,
pray for us. Clare and John the Baptist, pray for us. Bernard and Patrick, pray for us.
Barnabas and Helen, pray for us. Bede and Stephen, pray for us. Alban and Thomas, pray for
us. All you holy men and women, pray for us.
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Paul and Lawrence, pray for us. Margaret and Aidan, pray for us. Anthony and Clement, pray
for us. Mary Magdalene, pray for us. James and George, pray for us. John, Apostle and
Evangelist, pray for us. Matthew and Mark, pray for us. Luke and All Saints, pray for us. All
you holy men and women, pray for us.

Lord, be merciful, save your people. From all evil, save your people. From every sin, save
your people. From everlasting death, save your people. By your incarnation, save your
people. By your death and resurrection, save your people. By your gift of the spirit, save
your people. Have mercy on us sinners, save your people. Christ, hear us. Lord Jesus, hear
our prayers.

Lord, give your Spirit, hear our prayer. To these chosen, hear our prayer. By the grace of
baptism, hear our prayer. O Jesus, Son of the living God, hear our prayer. Send your Spirit,
hear our prayer. In its fullness, hear our prayer. On these your servants, hear our prayer.
Who believe and profess you, hear our prayer. Christ, hear us. Lord Jesus, hear our
prayers.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have
mercy. Lord, have mercy. Amen.

Thanksgiving over the Water

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over water the Holy Spirit moved in
the beginning of creation. Through water you led the children of Israel out of their
bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In water your Son Jesus received the baptism
of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us,
through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.

We thank you, Creator, for the water of baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his
death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.

Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come
to him in faith, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
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Now sanctify this water by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who are here
cleansed from sin and born again, may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ
our Saviour. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.

The Baptismal Covenant

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own
baptismal covenant.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in God the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and
in the prayers?

I will, with God’s help.

Will you persevere in resisting evil and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to

the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ?
I will, with God's help.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbour as yourself?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every
human being?
I will, with God's help.
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Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of God's creation, and respect, sustain and
renew the life of the Earth?
I will, with God’s help.

The Baptism

Peter John, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

I sign you with the cross, and mark you as Christ's own for ever.

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon
this your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised him to the new life of grace.
Sustain him, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give him an inquiring and discerning heart, the
courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and
wonder in all your works. Amen.

The Giving of the Light

Receive the light of Christ, to show that you have passed from darkness to light.
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify
your Father in heaven.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified,
proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Offertory Hymn 486 | Love divine, all loves excelling

[=134 E Thank you for donating to the ministry of our Cathedral! You may also make an offering via
the collection plate or tip-tap machine in the foyer, by e-transfer to info@ottawacathedral.ca
or by going to https.//www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/5519.
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The Celebration of the Eucharist
Prayer Over the Gifts

God of loving care, you spread before us the table of life, and give us the cup of salvation
to drink. Keep us always in the fold of your Son Jesus Christ, our Saviour and our
shepherd. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Eternal God, Source of all being, we give you thanks and praise for your faithful love. You
call us into friendship with you and one another to be your holy people, a sign of your
presence in the world.

When those we trust betray us, unfailingly you remain with us. When we injure others,
you confront us in your love and call us to the paths of righteousness. You stand with the
weak, and those, broken and alone, whom you have always welcomed home, making the
first last, and the last first.

Therefore we raise our voices with angels and archangels, forever praising you: Holy,
holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in
the highest.

Blessed are you, O Holy One: when Hagar was driven into the wilderness you followed
her and gave her hope. When Joseph was sold into bondage, you turned malice to your
people’s good. When you called Israel out of slavery, you brought them through the
wilderness into the promised land. When your people were taken into exile, you wept
with them by the river of Babylon and carried them home.

Restore us, O God, let your face shine!
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At the right time you sent your Anointed One to stand with the poor, the outcast, and the
oppressed. Jesus touched lepers, and the sick, and healed them.

He accepted water from a woman of Samaria and offered her the water of new life. Christ
knew the desolation of the cross and opened the way for all humanity into the
redemption of your reconciling love.

On the night he was betrayed, Jesus, at supper with his friends, took bread, gave you
thanks, broke the bread, gave it to them, and said, “Take and eat: this is my body which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."

Loving and Holy One, recalling Christ's death and resurrection, we offer you these gifts,
longing for the bread of tomorrow and the wine of the age to come. Therefore we
proclaim our hope.

Dying you destroyed our death, rising you restored our life. Lord Jesus, come in

glory.
Pour out your Spirit on these gifts that through them you may sustain us in our hunger
for your peace. We hold before you all whose lives are marked by suffering, our sisters,

brothers and siblings. When we are broken and cast aside, embrace us in your love.
Restore us, O God, let your face shine!

Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and
glory are yours, O Source of all life, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father,

who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Breaking of the Bread

Lord, we died with you on the cross.
Now we are raised to new life.

We were buried in your tomb.
Now we share in your resurrection.

Live in us, that we may live in you.

The gifts of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

Agnus Dei

Communion

All are welcome to come to the altar rail. If you wish prayers for healing before receiving Communion,
please carry an Order of Service with you, to receive a blessing, cross your hands over your chest; for a
gluten-free wafer, hold out one hand, for a regular wafer, hold out two hands. Please do not dip the bread
in the wine.

Motet | Ubi caritas | Roxanna Panufnik

Ubi caritas et amor Deus ibi est. Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor. Exsultemus et in ipso
jucundemur. Timeamus et amemus Deum vivum et ex corde diligamus nos sincere. | Where
charity and love are found, there is a God, gathered us together in one the Love of Christ. Let us
then rejoice and be glad in Him. Let us fear and love the living God, and let us love each other
from the depths of our hearts.

The Sending of the Community

Prayer after Communion

God of steadfast love, watch over the Church redeemed by the blood of your Son. May
we who share in these holy mysteries come safely to your eternal kingdom, where there
is one flock and one shepherd. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord.
Amen.
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Glory to God,

whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for
ever and ever. Amen.

Blessing and Dismissal

May the grace of Jesus Christ our risen Lord, the love of God who raised him from the
dead, and the power of the Holy Spirit who fills the world with new life, bless and keep
you, this day and always. Amen.

Go forth in the name of the risen Christ. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Hymn 364 | Splendour and honour

Postlude | Toccata in Seven | john Rutter

Celebrant | The Reverend Canon Doug Richards Organist | Nick Veltmeyer
Preacher | The Reverend Victoria Scott Director | James Calkin
Readers | Leslie Kirk | Ron Medas Sung by | The Cathedral Girls Choir

Duty Warden | Carol Nusum

Liturgy: The Book of Alternative Services ©1985, The Psalter of The Book of Alternative Services Emended for Contemporary Liturgical Use
©2016, Supplementary Eucharistic Prayer #2 © 2001 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. Readings: New Revised
Standard Version Bible (NRSV) Anglicized Edition, ©1989, 1995, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches
of Christ in the United States of America.

Readings Next Sunday | May 3"

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; 1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14

Christ Church Cathedral Ottawa

414 Sparks Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1R 0B2
613.236.9149 | info@ottawacathedral.ca | www.ottawacathedral.ca | @ottawacathedral
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