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Jesus Loves His Sheep!
By Pastor Donald Neidigk
John 10:1-10
Series A, Easter 4, April 26, 2026
[Jesus said] “I am the door.  If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture.”  John 10:9
	A familiar theme in western movies is conflict between cattlemen and sheepmen.  It really happened.  In the 1870’s, in the days of the open range, cattlemen who got there first wanted it all to themselves.  So when  sheepmen moved in, there was immediate hostility between the two groups.  Both competed for the same grass. Over the space of a several years, 54 men died in gun battles. Cattlemen despised sheepmen.
	Did you catch that? Cattlemen despised sheepmen. In the New Testament, Jesus is described as the door to the sheep pen, the shepherd of the sheep, and the Lamb of God.  You’d be hard-pressed to come up with any terms more despicable to cattlemen than this.  But that’s exactly the way God planned it. The prophet Isaiah says of Jesus, our Good Shepherd, “He was despised and rejected by men.” (Isaiah 53:3) 
	No prophecy was ever more perfectly fulfilled.  John’s Gospel presents Jesus as everything his enemies would trip over and despise. 
· Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me shall not hunger, and he who believes in me shall never thirst.” (John 6:35)  His enemies grumbled about this.
· Jesus said, “Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” (John 8:38) His enemies threatened to arrest him.
· Jesus said, “Before Abraham was, I AM.” (John 8:58) At that, his enemies picked up stones to kill him.
· Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” (John 10:11) With this, his enemies concluded Jesus was demon possessed and insane. 
But the good news for you and me today is that Jesus really is all of these things.  In high school we were taught not to mix metaphors. Metaphors are symbolic ways of describing things.  Jesus breaks all the rules about metaphors. In John’s Gospel lesson he serves us up a whole tossed salad of mixed metaphors.  He’s the door to the sheepfold, the shepherd of the sheep, and the Lamb of God, all at the same time! 
Maybe we should begin by clarifying who the sheep are.  The sheep are everyone Jesus saves from danger in this life and the next. They’re everyone for whom he died on the cross.  They’re everyone who will listen to his voice and follow him. They’re all who admit their sin and need for a Savior. Sheep are all who wander off to be eaten by wolves if Jesus didn’t keep rescuing them.  So really, the sheep are all of us.
And what’s the sheepfold?  That’s the place where Jesus our good shepherd keeps us safe.  He goes out into the desert and the hills and the wilderness and the canyons and he finds us.  He puts us on his shoulders and brings us back to the sheepfold where he protects us from wild animals and thieves. In other words, the sheepfold is the church, the place of rest and comfort and safety for the sheep.
What’s the gate or the door, and who’s the watchman?  Here’s where the metaphors really get mixed.  The door to the safety of the sheepfold is Jesus himself.  It is only through Jesus that the sheep, you and I, go in and out and find pasture and are saved. Anyone who tries to take us out of the sheepfold by going over the walls is a thief.  Such a person is a false prophet or false teacher. 
In ancient sheepfolds there often wasn’t any literal gate.  There was just a big pen with high stone walls and one entrance.  The shepherd would sleep on the ground at the entrance keeping the sheep safe inside.  Then in the morning, he’d rise, call to his sheep and lead them out to pasture and water. 
In today’s Gospel lesson, there’s a watchman who opens a gate for the shepherd.  So, some sheepfolds had both a door and a watchman. That’s because really large sheepfolds could have multiple pens inside for sheep belonging to different shepherds.  But amazingly, each shepherd knew his own sheep by name and each of the sheep knew the voice of their own shepherd. That’s what Jesus is referring to when he says, 
The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice.  A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers. (John 10:3-5)  
	At least that’s the way it’s supposed to be. But sheep tend to be kind of stupid.  One our New Mexico pastors is actually a sheep rancher near Roswell. At a pastors’ conference he told of how during a bad rainstorm his sheep followed each other to a low corner of his pasture where two fences intersected.  Water started filling this depression and would have drowned his sheep if he hadn’t gone out to find and rescue them. They were just too dumb to walk back to shelter.
	Ideally, you and I, Jesus’s sheep, always listen to his voice and not the tempting voices of the world or false teachers all around us and in the media.  But that’s not what we do.  We’re often easily led astray, especially in times of trouble, and get ourselves into even bigger messes. The worse things get, the more likely we are to think, “God has abandoned me,” or we ask, “Why is God doing this to me?” 
	But that’s just the old lost sheep inside us talking. Jesus would never abandon us. And God isn’t punishing us.  Anytime you think God is punishing you, find a cross and look at it.  That cross symbolizes the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, who died for you there, who took the punishment of all your sins on himself.  Now, the crucified Jesus lives! When you think he’s forgotten you, that’s when he’s looking for you, and he won’t rest till he finds you and brings you back to the safety of his sheepfold, his church.
	You’ll hear his voice calling you in lots of ways, if you listen.  It could be through a Gospel song on the radio. Or maybe through a child who just wants you to be a good Dad or Mom or grandparent.  Or though an annoying old lady who keeps inviting you to church. Or through that dusty hymnal or Bible or catechism you had as a child, but you still can’t throw away. The voice of Jesus our Good Shepherd will just keep calling you till you rediscover that he’s the way to everything missing in your life. 
· When you’re feeling abandoned by God, the voice of Jesus calls out to you, his baptized child,“I am with you always to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19)  
· When you’re feeling afraid, he calls out, “My peace I leave with you, not as the world gives do I give it to you.” (John 14:27) 
· When you’re feeling guilty because of bad some bad decisions, Jesus calls out, “Neither do I condemn you; go and from now on, sin no more.” (John 8:11) 
· When you’re worried about dying, Jesus speaks words of comfort to you, “. . . this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.” (John 6:40)
· And if you’re embarrassed about having been away from church for a long time and you’re ashamed to come back, Jesus our good shepherd says the moment you walk through that door, “. . . let us eat and celebrate!  For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.” (Luke 15:23b-24a)
We pray the words of a well-loved hymn:
Savior, like a shepherd lead us, 
Much we need Thy tender care,
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, 
For our use, Thy folds prepare:
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, 
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are;
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, 
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are. Amen.
(Public domain, by Dorothy A. Thrupp and Henry F. Lyte.)
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Acts 2:42-47
42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe[a] came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.
1 Peter 2:19-25
19 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.




John 10:1-10
“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5 A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.
7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.
