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Building A Healthy Church







1 Peter 2:4-7

You are coming to Christ, who is the 

living cornerstone of God’s temple. 

He was rejected by people, but he 

was chosen by God for great honor. 

And you are living stones that God 

is building into his spiritual temple.

What’s more, you are his holy 

priests. Through the mediation of 

Jesus Christ, you offer spiritual 

sacrifices that please God. 



Ephesians 3:19-22

So now you Gentiles are no longer 

strangers and foreigners. You are 

citizens along with all of God’s holy 

people. You are members of God’s 

family. Together, we are his house, 

built on the foundation of the apostles 

and the prophets. And the cornerstone 

is Christ Jesus himself. We are 

carefully joined together in him, 

becoming a holy temple for the Lord. 

Through him you Gentiles are also 

being made part of this dwelling where 

God lives by his Spirit.



Psalm 127:1

Unless the Lord builds a house, the 

work of the builders is wasted.



The Church is built on God’s 

design of Truth, order, and godly 

leadership.



The Church is built on God’s 

design of Truth, order, and godly 

leadership.

The Pastoral Epistles: 

1 and 2 Timothy, and Titus



Psalm 127:1

Unless the Lord builds a house, the 

work of the builders is wasted.

1 Timothy 3:15

the household of God… the church, 

built on the pillar and foundation 

of the truth



1 Timothy 1:3-7

When I left for Macedonia, I urged 

you to stay there in Ephesus and stop 

those whose teaching is contrary to 

the truth. Don’t let them waste their 

time in endless discussion of myths 

and spiritual pedigrees. These things 

only lead to meaningless 

speculations, which don’t help people 

live a life of faith in God.



1 Timothy 1:3-7

The purpose of my instruction is that 

all believers would be filled with love 

that comes from a pure heart, a clear 

conscience, and genuine faith. But some 

people have missed this whole point. 

They have turned away from these 

things and spend their time in 

meaningless discussions. They want to 

be known as teachers of the law of 

Moses, but they don’t know what they 

are talking about, even though they 

speak so confidently.
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Thomas G. Long 

The claim of the gospel is that human 

beings come fully alive when they 

embody in their everyday life the love, 

mercy, and forgiveness experienced in 

Jesus Christ… The way the Spirit 

instructs, however, is not by beaming 

information magically from heaven but 

through the faithful preaching and 

teaching of wise believers… 



Thomas G. Long 

The aim, then, of sound teaching is not 

enabling people to get the right 

answers to theological questions or to 

preserve some intellectual concept of 

orthodoxy. The issue, rather, is how do 

the faithful see the world, how do they 

discern the difference between what 

truly gives life and what only appears 

to be life-giving? 



Thomas G. Long 

The goal of doctrinal instruction in the 

church is not correct content but 

renewed, liberated, joyful, faithful, and 

loving people… Everything depends on 

faithful communication of the truth 

that the cross-shaped life of love and 

mercy that Jesus lived, contrary to all 

appearances and counter to worldly 

wisdom, is the way of God in the world 

and the way to fullness of life.



1 Timothy 1:8-11

We know that the law is good when 

used correctly. For the law was not 

intended for people who do what is 

right. It is for people who are 

lawless and rebellious, who are 

ungodly and sinful, who consider 

nothing sacred and defile what is 

holy, who kill their father or 

mother or commit other murders.



1 Timothy 1:8-11

The law is for people who are 

sexually immoral, or who practice 

homosexuality, or are slave traders, 

liars, promise breakers, or who do 

anything else that contradicts the 

wholesome teaching that comes 

from the glorious Good News 

entrusted to me by our blessed God.
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Purpose of the Law:

Direction for living a holy life

Ex 20, 10 Commandments – For Israel to live 

a life of practical holiness.

Shows people the nature of God and his plans 

for how they should live. 
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The Law offers direction, NOT justification

Galatians 2:11-21



Purpose of the Law:

Direction for living a holy life

The Law offers direction, NOT justification

Guards us from sin

Convicts us of sin – leads us to repentance

Drives us to trust in the sufficiency of 

Christ



1 Timothy 1:8-11

The law is for people who are 

sexually immoral, or who practice 

homosexuality, or are slave traders, 

liars, promise breakers, or who do 

anything else that contradicts the 

wholesome teaching that comes 

from the glorious Good News 

entrusted to me by our blessed God.





1 Timothy 1:5

The purpose of my instruction is 

that all believers would be filled 

with love that comes from a pure 

heart, a clear conscience, and 

genuine faith. 



1 John 4:8-10

…God is love. God showed how much 

he loved us by sending his one and 

only Son into the world so that we 

might have eternal life through 

him. This is real love—not that we 

loved God, but that he loved us and 

sent his Son as a sacrifice to take 

away our sins.



1 Timothy 1:15-17

This is a trustworthy saying, and 

everyone should accept it: “Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners”—

and I am the worst of them all. But 

God had mercy on me so that Christ 

Jesus could use me as a prime example 

of his great patience with even the 

worst sinners. Then others will realize 

that they, too, can believe in him and 

receive eternal life. All honor and 

glory to God forever and ever! He is 

the eternal King, the unseen one who 

never dies; he alone is God. Amen.



1 Peter 5:8-11

Stay alert! Watch out for your great 

enemy, the devil. He prowls around 

like a roaring lion, looking for 

someone to devour. Stand firm 

against him, and be strong in your 

faith. Remember that your family of 

believers all over the world is 

going through the same kind of 

suffering you are.



1 Peter 5:8-11

In his kindness God called you to 

share in his eternal glory by means 

of Christ Jesus. So after you have 

suffered a little while, he will 

restore, support, and strengthen you, 

and he will place you on a firm 

foundation. All power to him 

forever! Amen.
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