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Katie/Tennessee baseball fan. We try to go over for at least one game every year. 
· But if you’ve watched any of the baseball games this year, you’ve probably noticed some big changes to Lindsey Nelson Stadium.
· And that’s because the university dropped $105 million on ballpark renovations.
· Since last season, they doubled the seating capacity, added a third-level club tower, a new mezzanine, wider concourses, a turf field, and a revamped home plate entrance with a new team store. 
· Tennessee now has a premier collegiate ballpark.

But last June, Katie and I went over to watch Tennessee play Wake Forest in NCAA regional tournament and as we walked in, we noticed all kinds of construction equipment parked outside the stadium and workers buzzing around in their reflective vests and hard hats.
· In fact, it was almost hard to get to the main entrance because of all the equipment and cones and temporary fencing.
· But we finally got into the ballpark, and someone told us about the planned renovations and the person said that as soon as the regional tournament was over, as soon as the umps called the last out, that construction crew was moving in to get started on the project.
· I mean, that very night, they were going to get started.
· They were parked outside the stadium just waiting for their opportunity to move in and work. 

PAUSE
Today, we’re going to finish up our sermon series in the OT book of Ruth. 
Just as a refresher, this account begins with an Israelite family fleeing Israel during a famine to sojourn in Moab. But instead of finding prosperity in the forbidden land, they find hardship and death.
· Soon after moving, Naomi’s husband, Elimelech, dies.
· Her sons Mahlon and Chilion marry Moabite wives, but within a few years, the sons die before having children.
· So, Naomi, is left childless and without her husband.

Eventually, she receives word that God has ended the famine in Bethlehem, so she packs up with nothing more than the clothes on her back and heads home. 
· On the way, one of her daughters-in-law goes back to Moab, but the other, Ruth, clings to her. 
· Ruth declares that she will stay with Naomi and she professes faith in the LORD.
· Ruth 1:16 NLT …Your people will be my people, and your God will be my God.

Well, after arriving in Bethlehem, Ruth and Naomi are on the verge of starvation so, Ruth goes out to glean in the fields just hoping to find a farmer who will show her some mercy. 
· And the narrator informs us that Ruth…
· Just so happens to end up in the field of a godly and generous man named Boaz.
· Who just so happens to be one of Elimelech’s relatives.
· Suddenly, there’s a glimmer of hope in this story that begins with nothing but sorrow.

After weeks of watching this development of warmth and affection between Boaz and Ruth, Naomi hatches a plan to see the lovebirds married.
And last week, in the third act of this story, we watched Ruth go down to the threshing floor at night to propose to Boaz. 
· And Boaz responds right on cue.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Daniel Isaac Block, Judges, Ruth, vol. 6, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1999), 701.] 

· The Hebrew translates something like, “Yee-haw.”
· You’ll just have to trust me with that translation.
· At this point, we expect them to live happily ever after.

However, when the curtain falls on act 3, we’re still left wondering what’s going to happen between Boaz and Ruth.
· Because the narrator informs us that there’s a significant obstacle standing between Boaz and Ruth: a nearer kinsman who has first dibs, he has the legal right to marry Ruth first.
· And knowing of Ruth’s noble character, that she’s Bethlehem’s most eligible bachelorette, it’s hard to believe the nearer kinsman is going to say “no” to such a worthy woman. 
· Also, given Boaz’s honesty and integrity, we’re left fearing that he might just passively acquiesce to accepted custom and there by cede Ruth to the other man.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Robert L. Hubbard, The Book of Ruth, The New International Commentary on the Old Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1988), 230.] 

· Maybe he won’t fight/work for her.

But in chapter 4, we will see Boaz take the offensive and put everything on the line to win Ruth’s hand in marriage.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Hubbard, The Book of Ruth, 230.] 

· Like that construction crew outside Lindsey Nelson Stadium just waiting to go to work, in this story, Boaz has been waiting for his opportunity to move, and now that Ruth has claimed him as her kinsman–redeemer, Boaz is free to go to work and in the last chapter, we watch Boaz put it all on the line, jeopardizing everything that he has and everything that he is to rescue Ruth and win her hand in marriage.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary: History of Israel (Ruth), electronic ed., vol. 11 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1991), 77.] 


So, let’s jump into chapter 4 and watch Boaz go to work and then, I want us to take a step back to notice how this little book of the Bible beautifully illustrates God’s work of salvation.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Warren W. Wiersbe, Be Committed, “Be” Commentary Series (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1993), 59.] 


Ruth 4:1-12 NLT Boaz went to the town gate and took a seat there. Just then the family redeemer he had mentioned came by, so Boaz called out to him, “Come over here and sit down, friend. I want to talk to you.” So they sat down together. 2 Then Boaz called ten leaders from the town and asked them to sit as witnesses. 3 And Boaz said to the family redeemer, “You know Naomi, who came back from Moab. She is selling the land that belonged to our relative Elimelech. 4 I thought I should speak to you about it so that you can redeem it if you wish. If you want the land, then buy it here in the presence of these witnesses. But if you don’t want it, let me know right away, because I am next in line to redeem it after you.” The man replied, “All right, I’ll redeem it.” 5 Then Boaz told him, “Of course, your purchase of the land from Naomi also requires that you marry Ruth, the Moabite widow. That way she can have children who will carry on her husband’s name and keep the land in the family.” 6 “Then I can’t redeem it,” the family redeemer replied, “because this might endanger my own estate. You redeem the land; I cannot do it.” 7 Now in those days it was the custom in Israel for anyone transferring a right of purchase to remove his sandal and hand it to the other party. This publicly validated the transaction. 8 So the other family redeemer drew off his sandal as he said to Boaz, “You buy the land.” 9 Then Boaz said to the elders and to the crowd standing around, “You are witnesses that today I have bought from Naomi all the property of Elimelech, Kilion, and Mahlon. 10 And with the land I have acquired Ruth, the Moabite widow of Mahlon, to be my wife. This way she can have a son to carry on the family name of her dead husband and to inherit the family property here in his hometown. You are all witnesses today.” 11 Then the elders and all the people at the gate said, “We are witnesses. May the Lord make the woman who is coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, who together built up the family of Israel. May you have standing in Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem. 12 Through the offspring the Lord gives you by this young woman, may your family be like that of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah.”

Chapter 3 ended with Naomi telling Ruth that Boaz was a man of action and here in the final scene, her prediction is immediately fulfilled. 
In fact, the tense of the Hebrew indicates that Boaz went straight from the threshing floor to the town gate.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  David Jackman and Lloyd J. Ogilvie, Judges, Ruth, vol. 7, The Preacher’s Commentary Series (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Inc, 1991), 343.] 

· He didn’t stop for a biscuit and cup of coffee. He left the threshing floor and stationed himself by the town gate in order to find the man he needed to see.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Jason Driesbach, “Ruth,” in Cornerstone Biblical Commentary: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, ed. Philip W. Comfort, Cornerstone Biblical Commentary (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 2012), 541.] 

· PAUSE
· You remember that pile of grain he was spending the night guarding? Well now, Boaz couldn’t care less. He was going to the gate to win his bride.

In the ancient Near East, “the gate” was the place to go if you were hoping to meet someone.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  Jackman and Ogilvie, Judges, Ruth, 343.] 

· On North Lake Dr, in Prestonsburg, KY, there’s a little burger joint called Dairy Cheer.
· Well, in Boaz’s day, the gate was the place to go to meet people
· It’s where the official business of the community was conducted.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Block, Judges, Ruth, 705.] 

· The gate was like a Dairy Cheer and courthouse rolled into one.

Soon after Boaz reaches the gate, the narrator informs us that “just then” or maybe, as the author said once before, “it just so happened,” that the other kinsman walked through the gate. 
· Church, this is not the first time in this book that the author has reminded us that God is working behind the scenes in the lives of His people. 
· It may not always seem like it to us, but if we are in a right relationship with God and we honestly want to go His way and not our own, we can trust that God is working in our lives.

PAUSE
Well, having found the nearer kinsman, Boaz invites ten elders to witness this legal proceeding and make it official.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary: History of Israel (Ruth), 79.] 

· After a few moments of talking about the weather and gas prices and high school football, Boaz opens the formal proceedings with the announcement that Naomi has a piece of land that needs to be redeemed.[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  Glen Spencer, Ruth: Romance and Redemption, Expository Pulpit Series (WORDsearch, 2008), 63.] 

· He doesn’t mention Ruth, he mentions the land.
· And I imagine Boaz said something like, “Hey, you know that piece of land Naomi inherited from her late husband? Well, she’s in a really tight spot and she needs to sell it survive. She wants to keep it in the family, if possible and I don’t know if you’re aware, but you’re the first in line. So, if you want the land, you ought to go ahead and buy it…if you don’t want it, I’m next in line…and I guess I can buy it if you don’t want it.”
· On the outside, Boaz is just feigning interest but, on the inside, he’s saying, “Please say no.”

But without hesitation the nearer kinsman agrees to buy the land. 
I imagine Boaz’s heart must have dropped into his sock when this man said he’d redeem the property.
· But Boaz won’t give up that easily. In fact, he shows us that he will put everything on the line to redeem Ruth. 

The nearer kinsman said he’d buy the land, but there was more to this case than just a piece of property.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary: History of Israel (Ruth), 81.] 

· It’s as if Boaz said, “I forgot to tell you that there’s a woman by the name of Ruth. She’s a Moabitess, and she’s connected with the property because she happened to marry a son of Elimelech. And now that both he and Elimelech are dead, she’ll be the one to inherit this land. So, the day that you redeem this property, you’ve also got to redeem this woman; that is, you’ll have to step in and marry Ruth, because she’s tied to this property.”[footnoteRef:13] [13:  McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary: History of Israel (Ruth), 81.] 


All the sudden this ole’ boy realizes that this is more than he bargained for.[footnoteRef:14]  [14:  Spencer, Ruth: Romance and Redemption, 63.] 

If he buys the land he also…
· He has to care for Naomi.
· He has to marry a foreign woman from Moab.
· He has to raise a child with this Gentile widow.
· He has to give away the land to that child.
· He will lose whatever he’s invested in the property.
· And the son he might have with Ruth will not even have his name, but the name of his wife’s deceased husband!

The nearer kinsman wanted the land, but not the wife. He wanted what the land could provide for him, but he didn’t want the commitment to Ruth and Naomi. 
· He didn’t want to jeopardize his own family’s inheritance.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Warren W. Wiersbe, Be Committed, “Be” Commentary Series (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1993), 53.] 

· His response in verse 6 is another way of saying, “I don’t want to do all of that stuff.”

So, he backs out and says to Boaz, “you redeem the land,” which Boaz is delighted to do because He loves Ruth and he is willing to make whatever sacrifice is involved in redeeming her.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary: History of Israel (Ruth), 82.] 

· Boaz’s interest was not in the land, but in marrying Ruth.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Spencer, Ruth: Romance and Redemption, 64.] 

· To Boaz, Ruth was the prize.

Having made his decision, the nearer kinsman removes his sandal and gives it to Boaz. 
· Today, we may sign on the dotted line to make something official. But in those days, passing a sandal symbolized the transfer of something from one party to another. 
· In this case, the nearer kinsman was passing the right of redemption to Boaz.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Hubbard, The Book of Ruth, 250.] 


And Boaz wastes no time jumping on his offer.
With great compassion and kindness, he accepts the role of kinsman-redeemer and pledges to raise up an heir for Elimelech through Ruth (4:10).[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Driesbach, “Ruth,” 544.] 

· Where the nearer kinsman failed because, ultimately, he was governed by his own interests, Boaz triumphed. 
· What caused the other kinsman to step down was the ingredient which gave Boaz the greatest joy—Ruth.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Jackman and Ogilvie, Judges, Ruth, 345–346.] 


PAUSE
By this point, a crowd had gathered at the gate, and the author tells us that they began celebrating with Boaz, wishing he and Ruth the best — a life of prosperity and prominence, similar to those of the famous ancestors Jacob, Rachel, Leah, and Perez.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Hubbard, The Book of Ruth, 262.] 

· These people have no idea how their blessing will one day come true. 

If we keep reading…
Ruth 4:13-17 NLT So Boaz took Ruth into his home, and she became his wife. When he slept with her, the Lord enabled her to become pregnant, and she gave birth to a son. 14 Then the women of the town said to Naomi, “Praise the Lord, who has now provided a redeemer for your family! May this child be famous in Israel. 15 May he restore your youth and care for you in your old age. For he is the son of your daughter-in-law who loves you and has been better to you than seven sons!” 16 Naomi took the baby and cuddled him to her breast. And she cared for him as if he were her own. 17 The neighbor women said, “Now at last Naomi has a son again!” And they named him Obed. He became the father of Jesse and the grandfather of David.

Ladies, I’m sorry but the author doesn’t give us any details about the wedding; the wedding garments, the feasting or the days of celebration. 
· It simply tells us that the bride and groom were together at last.

With the court case over, Boaz proceeds to marry Ruth.[footnoteRef:22] [22:  Arthur E. Cundall and Leon Morris, Judges and Ruth: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 7, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1968), 302.] 

· Notice that this physical relationship came after the marriage. Contrary to what the world tells you, moral absolutes do exist, and their foundation is the Word of God. 
· The Bible is unmistakably clear that sex is to be between husband and wife only. Anything else is perversion.[footnoteRef:23] [23:  Spencer, Ruth: Romance and Redemption, 70.] 


PAUSE
Boaz and Ruth are finally together and at this point, the author kicks into high gear.
· In two sentences we have a wedding; a honeymoon; a home established; a marriage consummated, a baby conceived, nine months of anticipation, and a healthy boy delivered.

But what’s interesting in these closing verses is that Boaz and Ruth kind of fade into the background as Naomi and Obed move to the forefront. 
· Do you remember how this book began? 
· The same Naomi who had returned home “empty” (1:21), without a surviving heir to support her, is now “full” (cf. 2:18; 3:17), sitting in her mother-in-law’s suite, and holding her grandson in her lap.[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Hubbard, The Book of Ruth, 279.] 


PAUSE
What a thrill it must have been for Naomi to dedicate her final years of her life to the task of helping Ruth and Boaz raise this boy in a godly fashion.
Warren Wiersbe, “Obed was a “restorer of life” to Naomi. Every grandparent can bear witness that grandchildren are better than the Fountain of Youth, for we “get young again” when the grandchildren come to visit. Though not all grandparents agree with it, they all know the saying: “They’re called ‘grandchildren’ because they’re grand when they come and grand when they leave.”[footnoteRef:25] [25:  Wiersbe, Be Committed, 57–58.] 


Someone wrote that grandparents and grandchildren are natural allies. 
· Eli and Gabby.

Stephen Davey, “Here’s what’s happening in this final scene – Naomi is reveling in the grace of God; she’s basking in the goodness of God – revealed in a roof over her head, food in her stomach, an heir to her late husband’s property, a Kinsman redeemer and a grandbaby to receive all the love and affection she’s bottled up for years.”

When we read this little phrase about Obed being taken into the care of Naomi, we can’t miss what it meant to her but also to Obed. 
· What a wonderful asset Naomi provided Boaz and Ruth in raising their son to follow after God. 

Look at the final verses…
Ruth 4:18-22 NLT This is the genealogical record of their ancestor Perez: Perez was the father of Hezron. 19 Hezron was the father of Ram. Ram was the father of Amminadab.  20 Amminadab was the father of Nahshon. Nahshon was the father of Salmon. 21 Salmon was the father of Boaz. Boaz was the father of Obed. 22 Obed was the father of Jesse. Jesse was the father of David.

In one sense this genealogy that concludes the Book of Ruth is about as important as any portion of the OT.[footnoteRef:26] [26:  McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary: History of Israel (Ruth), 88.] 

The opening words of this story recorded famine, migration and deaths, but the end of the book looks forward in hope.
· And this list of names, covering the period from the patriarchs to David, reminds us that what happened to Naomi and Ruth was part of the ongoing saving work of God through the centuries.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  Joyce G. Baldwin, “Ruth,” in New Bible Commentary: 21st Century Edition, ed. D. A. Carson et al., 4th ed. (Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 1994), 294.] 

· Even during the dark days of the judges, God was continuing His work of redemption.[footnoteRef:28] [28:  Jackman and Ogilvie, Judges, Ruth, 352.] 


PAUSE
You know, from one point of view, Naomi and Ruth’s story is like anybody else’s in Israel during the days of the judges, when everyone did whatever seemed right in their own eyes.
· Yet, their story merits a whole book of the Bible. 
· Obviously, there’s truth here that God wants us to pick up. And the best part of their story is how it connects with our stories and points us to Jesus.

Ruth embodied the ultimate outsider.
· She was a widow, foreigner, and destitute woman in ancient Israel. Without money, status, or protection, she was forced to scavenge in fields just to survive. Far from home and everything familiar, she was vulnerable with no legal recourse. 
· Her circumstances could hardly have been worse.

And in the Bible, our condition is a lot like Ruth’s condition. 
We too need redemption. We cannot solve our problem on our own. 

As commentator Tony Merida put it:
· In the NT, the need and helplessness of every one of us is clear. We are dead in sin and in need of new life (Ephesians 2:1-3; John 11). We are slaves to sin (Romans 5:12; 6:16-20, 23), unable to free ourselves and unable to serve God as we ought (Galatians 5:1, 13-15). We are alienated from God, having no fellowship with God (Ephesians 2:12-21). We are under the wrath of God, needing salvation by the grace of God (Ephesians 2:1-10). We are in the kingdom of darkness, needing to be transferred into the kingdom of light (Colossians 1:13-14). We are spiritually hungry, needing the living water and the bread of life for satisfaction (John 4; 6 – 7). We are blind, unable to see the truth of God and the glory of the Messiah (John 9). We are lost sheep, needing the Good Shepherd to rescue us (John 10).

Just as a dead person cannot make themselves alive, we cannot fix our spiritual condition by ourselves. 
· We need God to make us spiritually alive, which He does through Jesus Christ. 

And in this book of the Bible, we see glimpses of Jesus in Boaz.
· Boaz takes the initiative in bringing about the act of redemption (v. 1). 
· He pays the price (vv. 8–9). In fact, he was the only one able to pay the price.
· He publicly claims Ruth and Naomi as his own (4:9–10). 
· He provides a name and an inheritance where before there was only ruin (v. 14). 
· He restores and sustains Naomi, even in old age, through the birth of Obed (v. 15).
· Ruth and Naomi could have done none of these things themselves. They were entirely dependent on the covenant-faithfulness and personal compassion of Boaz, their kinsman-redeemer. 

PAUSE
And church, what God did for Ruth and Naomi through Boaz, He has accomplished for all who cast themselves upon His mercy, in Christ. 
· We, too, need a redeemer and Jesus is that redeemer. He meets the requirements.

A kinsman-redeemer had to share kinship with the bride.
And by taking on human flesh, Jesus became our relative. He took upon Himself our humanity…[footnoteRef:29] [29:   McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary: History of Israel (Ruth), 89.] 

Hebrews 2:14-15 NLT Because God’s children are human beings—made of flesh and blood—the Son also became flesh and blood. For only as a human being could he die, and only by dying could he break the power of the devil, who had the power of death. 15 Only in this way could he set free all who have lived their lives as slaves to the fear of dying.

Jesus became a member of the human family so that He could make us members of His royal family.

A kinsman-redeemer also had to be willing to redeem.
Redemption had to be voluntary. 

And the Bible says in…
1 John 4:10 NLT This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.

Jesus is willing to redeem us!
· For the joy set before Him – which included the joy of winning His bride – He endured the cross (Hebrews 12:2).
· He became obedient unto death, even death on a cross (Philippians 2:8)

That’s how willing Christ was to redeem us. He was a willing sacrifice.[footnoteRef:30] [30:  McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary: History of Israel (Ruth), 91.] 


And then, a kinsman-redeemer also had to be able to redeem.
They had to be capable of paying the redemption price. 

And while redeeming Ruth and Naomi came at a great cost to Boaz, redemption came at an even greater cost for Jesus. 
Jesus left His heavenly throne and sacrificed far more: he gave up heaven, took on human form, endured rejection, and ultimately offered his own life on the cross. 
· Unlike Boaz's financial cost, Jesus paid with His very blood, bearing our sins to purchase our redemption.

Paul wrote…
Colossians 2:14 NLT He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross.

Jesus willingly took on our sins, sorrows, and failures, carrying the weight of our ruined lives and spiritual death to the cross, where he bore our shame and died in our place. Through this ultimate sacrifice, he offers us his name, making us children of God and granting redemption to all who trust in him.

PAUSE
As I said last week, this is a story that calls for a response—will you acknowledge your need, come to your Redeemer, and seek his covering of grace? We are utterly helpless without him, yet through his sacrifice, Jesus restores us and grants the gift of eternal life.
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