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The Church: Who Needs It?
By Pastor Donald Neidigk
Acts 2:14, 36-41
Series A, Easter 3, April 19, 2026
So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls. Acts 2:41
	A popular ‘90’s comedy is Office Space. It’s about a group of dissatisfied workers at a big software company.  Milton is my favorite character.  He’s completely disrespected.  Co-workers keep taking Milton’s stapler. A manager keeps pushing him out of the way till Milton ends up in the basement. Milton is considered so unimportant he’s fired, but no one bothers to tell him. Eventually the building burns down. Milton discovers a huge pile of money that was supposed to be lost in the fire.  He takes the money and lives happily ever after at a tropical resort.
	The way Milton is treated reminds me of how our culture views the Christian church.  For many people these days, the church is completely irrelevant. It hasn’t always been that way. A retired pastor told me of his experience starting a new Lutheran congregation in Montrose, Colorado. He said, “All you had to do was put up a sign that says, ‘Lutheran Church,’ and the next Sunday the place was filled.” 
My how things have changed! According to recent polls, only about 70% of Americans now consider themselves Christians and only about 47% belong to a church.  I’ve often had people tell me, “I can be a good Christian without going to church.” Where did this idea come from?  
Well, it comes from not really knowing, or maybe not really caring, what the Bible teaches about the church. And maybe some of that idea that the church isn’t necessary comes from the church itself. Sometimes the church tells people that all you have to do to be a Christian is invite Jesus into your heart. But that isn’t really true. 
What the Bible does say about the importance of the church is what we find in today’s lesson from the Book of Acts. It takes place on the Day of Pentecost, 50 days after the resurrection of Jesus.  The Holy Spirit has come on the church, empowering Peter as he preaches.
	A crowd gathers.  Peter tells them that Jesus, whose crucifixion many of them had demanded, was the Lord and Christ.  He was the very Savior they had hoped for, the One they had desired for centuries. But when he came, they killed him!  
This is a shocking revelation for the crowd. They had been yearning and waiting for the Messiah for centuries, but the way he came and the message he brought was different from what they expected. So they crucified him.  Now they’ve just learned what a terrible mistake they made.
	When you realize you’ve done something terribly wrong, when you realize you’ve deeply hurt someone you love, when you have a tender heart that grieves your actions, what do you want to do?  You want to make it right. That’s exactly how the crowd on the day of Pentecost feels as Peter’s sermon touches their hearts. Here’s the exchange between Peter and the people:
”Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”
Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”  (Acts 2:36-36)
When you and I are truly sorry for how we’ve sinned, how we’ve offended God and hurt one another, that’s how we respond.  We cry out with a broken heart, “What shall we do?”  And the answer to that question is right here in Peter’s reply to the crowd:
Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself. (Acts 2:38-39)
	So, that’s what we do. We repent.  Repentance in Greek is metanoia. It means to have a change of heart, of mind and direction. We can’t give ourselves a change of heart and mind any more than we can perform cardiac or brain surgery on ourselves. That’s the Holy Spirit’s job.  
But we can get out of the Spirit’s way and let him do his work. We can listen to him speak to us in God’s word, the Bible.  We can let the him lead us in the light of that word. And as he leads us, we can take a different and better path.
	And if we’ve not been, we’re baptized. We let the Holy Spirit do his work, not just in the word that we hear, but also through the Spirit’s washing with water through the word, a washing that joins us to Jesus, his death, his burial, his resurrection, and that calls us to live a new life.
Where do we find this life changing word that the Spirit uses?  Where is it preached and taught?  Where do you find this washing that joins us to Jesus?  Where do we find Christian baptism?  Where do we find the special supper Jesus gives us to share in his life-giving body and blood?  We find all this in the church Jesus died to save.  We find it in this gathering of believers.
	When we are saved by hearing and believing the Gospel, when we’re baptized into Christ, when we’re born again, God doesn’t just leave us to fend for ourselves.  He doesn’t just wrap us in a blanket like a baby and leave us in the hospital parking lot.  He joins us to his church, his family, where he cares for us through our brothers and sisters in Christ.
That’s what we see happening to those who believe Peter’s sermon on the Day of Pentecost. Here’s what the lesson tells us:
So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls. (Acts 2:41)
What are these people added to?  They’re added to the church.  That’s God’s plan and his way for you and me. As followers of Jesus, God adds us to a local church, a gathering of fellow Christians.  That’s what the word church means.  It’s ekklesia in Greek, the same word as iglesia in Spanish.  It just means, “called out and gathered.” We’re called out by the Gospel.  We’re baptized. And as we are, we’re added to the church, a community of fellow believers. 
“Then what do we do?”  Well, then we live a holy life of love for God and neighbor, and we show up. We regularly gather with God’s people around his word and sacraments. Here’s a picture of how that works. This is also from the Book of Acts.
And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all things in common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.  (Acts 2:42-45)
As repentant, baptized, members of the congregation, that’s what we do; we devote ourselves to the Apostles’ teaching and the fellowship.  That happens every Sunday.  It happens in Bible class, it happens in sermons, it happens every time we say the Creeds. 
And we devote ourselves to the breaking of bread and the prayers. What’s the breaking of bread?  It’s not the potluck after church.  It’s the Lord’s Supper, Holy Communion.  And the prayers?  Those are what we say for the world and one another, but also the special prayer Jesus gave us, the Lord’s Prayer.
And we share our possessions. If we learn that someone among us has a need, we do whatever we can to help meet that need.  If it’s a need for food, or some other necessity, we open our hearts and give generously.  If it’s a need for comfort in time of loss or support in time of illness, we say and do whatever we can, and share words of hope.  Maybe all we can do is bring a meal. That’s good too. And as we’re able, we do the same thing for our neighbors outside the congregation.
Someone who thinks Christian faith and the church are unnecessary hasn’t experienced this kind of love.  Over and over I hear people tell me, “I don’t know what I’d do without my faith and my church.”  If that’s been your experience, you know the church is necessary, regardless of what the world thinks. 
The church is not like Milton who was considered unnecessary in Office Space.  The church is absolutely necessary.  When the local congregation stops being like what we see in Acts 2, then maybe it does belong in the basement. This church isn’t there. May it never be. May the Holy Spirit keep us necessary.  We pray: 
Lord Jesus Christ, Your power make known, for You are Lord of Lords alone.  Defend Your holy Church that we may sing your praise eternally. Amen.
(From LSV #655, By Martin Luther)
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Acts 2: 14; 36-41
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. . . .  36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”
37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 40 And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.
1 Peter 1:17-25
17 And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, 18 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 20 He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you 21 who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.
22 Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, 23 since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; 24 for
“All flesh is like grass
    and all its glory like the flower of grass.
The grass withers,
    and the flower falls,
25 but the word of the Lord remains forever.”
And this word is the good news that was preached to you.


Luke 24:13-25
13 That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 16 But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding with each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 19 And he said to them, “What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened. 22 Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and when they did not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” 25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!
