
Title: Since The Tomb Is Empty Nothing Was Impossible For God Because They Had Been With Jesus! 
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Transitional Statement: E/C can live in the power of the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by the following EFFECTS displayed here that it had on Peter and John since the tomb is empty nothing was impossible for God because they had been with Jesus after his resurrection. 

Keyword: EFFECTS 

Intro: 

Read verse 13. 

The Bible says in Ephesians 3:20: Now unto him that is ABLE to do EXCEEDING ABUNDANTLY ABOVE ALL that WE ASK or THINK, according to the POWER that worketh in US,

Whatever you think about God or whatever you think God can or cannot do He can do better, He can do bigger, and He can do anything with us because the tomb is empty! 

In Acts chapter 2 the day of Pentecost came  and the Holy Spirit filled all the believers up and Peter stood up and preached and the Bible says 3,000 men got saved and baptized that day. 

In Acts chapter 3 the lame man who had laid at the gate called beautiful who was over 40 years old gets miraculously healed and it becomes the first recorded miracle in the church. 

Here in Acts chapter 4 Peter and John see another 5,000 men get saved but it also causes them to see their first resistance from the religious leaders of that day but guess what since the tomb is empty nothing was impossible for God because Peter and John had been with Jesus and it had effected their lives in a powerful way.

The English definition of the word effects means the result or outcome of a cause, impression left on the mind, execution; performance; realization; operation, to make or bring about; to implement.

The world is trying to keep us quiet about Jesus and I’m telling you when a man or woman has BEEN WITH JESUS IT EFFECTS THEM so they can’t help but talk about Him! 

Today let’s look at 3 Effects of being with Jesus had on people then and how it effects people now! 

Since The Tomb Is Empty Nothing Was Impossible For God With Peter And John Because They Had Been With Jesus And It Compelled A Message To The People- Verses 1-4.
Verse 1.
As they spake….
What was they speaking? 
In Acts chapter 3 verse 26.
The Bible says in Acts 3:26. 
The captain, together with the priests and the Sadducees, all came together to arrest Peter and John.
It’s always the world and religious people who try and shut up those who have been with Jesus. 
They stopped and seized Peter and John suddenly. “They must have said, ‘enough of this,’ and grabbed them, then took them away.” 
Verse 2.
The Sadducees they did not believe in the afterlife or the resurrection at all.
We can say that they were arrested on suspicion of teaching dangerous ideas – such as that Jesus was raised from the dead, and for healing a man who had been crippled his entire life.
Verse 3.
The church and christianity was just getting started. 
They were few in numbers.
They were inexperienced in leadership.
They were commanded to not fight back. 
Verse 4.
No one agrees on if 3,000 more got saved or if there was now 5,000 men total in the church. 
What’s important is to know the church kept count and kept a roll book of those who had come into the church. 
Your not just a number your important to God and the church that’s why it’s so important for believers to be part of a church body and family. 
If you haven’t joined our church will you pray about it. 
Remember in Acts chapter 1 this all began with 120 believers in an upper room praying for God to give the increase. 

Application Question: What message are we proclaiming with our lives that we have been with Jesus? 

Since The Tomb Is Empty Nothing Was Impossible For God With Peter And John Because They Had Been With Jesus And It Carried Memories To The People - Verses 5-22. 
Verses 5-7.
This was a scene of power and intimidation. 
This same group of leaders had recently condemned Jesus to death, and they wanted them to know that they had the power to do the same thing to Peter and John.
They were opposed by institutions that had existed for hundreds of years.
Look at all who was opposing them.
No less than 11 different groups or individuals opposing these followers of Jesus.
Groups: Priests and the Sadducees, Rulers, elders, scribes, and others from the family of the high priest. 
Individuals: The captain of the temple, Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander. 
In Acts 4:21 mentions further threats. 
If there were further threats, there must have been prior threats. 
“If you keep preaching we will arrest you and beat you.” 
“If you keep preaching we will harm your family.” 
“Remember what we did to Jesus.”
In America, Christians rarely face persecution. 
Satan instead has attacked us with worldliness, selfish pride, a need for acceptance, and status.
Verses 8-11. 
When we get saved we get sealed with the Holy Spirit but we must be filled with the Holy Spirit daily. 
Verse 12.
Peter didn’t merely proclaim Jesus as a way of salvation, but as the only way of salvation. 
The idea that there is no salvation in any other, and that there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved is hard to accept for many.
Many celebrates have said Jesus isn’t the only way. 
Oprah Winfrey. 
Katy Perry. 
Richard Gere.
Brad Pitt. 
Connie Britton. 
Anne Rice.
Kathy Griffin. 
Dave Matthews.
Britney Spears.
Angelina Jolie.
Ricky Gervais.
Johnny Depp.
Bill Gates.
Seth MacFarlane.
Simon Pegg.
Joaquin Phoenix.
Emma Thompson.
Cillian Murphy. 
Jack Nicholson.
Paul Bettany.
Javier Bardem.
John Malkovich.
Howard Stern.
Bruce Willis. 
Billy Joel.
Sir Ian McKellen.
Jodie Foster.
There’s probably several more.
The Bible says in John 14:6.
Many times in the book of Acts the followers of Jesus was called those who followed THE WAY! 
The Bible says in Psalms 14:1. 
The word made whole in verse 9 and the word be saved is the same Greek word sozo which means to save, keep safe and sound, to rescue from danger or destruction. 
Peter was saying yeah not only was he physically healed but he was spiritually healed too! 
Verses 13-14.
Certainly they were uneducated in one sense – they, like Jesus, had no formal rabbinic education according to the customs and standards of that time.
Yet they were educated in two more important ways!
They knew the Scriptures, and they had been with Jesus.
God used men with no education such as Charles Spurgeon, D.L. Moody, William Carey, D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Hudson Taylor.
Yet it is helpful to remember that God has used many who were greatly educated. 
Moses, Daniel, and Paul are all Biblical examples. Augustine, Martin Luther, and Billy Graham are just a few historical examples.
It’s just as wrong to think that formal education disqualifies someone for effective service as it is to think that it automatically qualifies someone for effective service.
People just need to see that you have been with Jesus with an education or no education! 
Verses 15-17. 
Some commentaries think Saul was present here because in Acts 26 he mentions he was part of the Sanhedrin council and he was a Pharisee. 
If this is true, we can say that Peter and John had no idea they were preaching to a future apostle and the greatest missionary the church would ever see. 
It is an example of the truth that we have no idea how greatly God can use us.
Back then people seen miracles and still didn’t believe in the Lord. 
Today see miracles and still don’t believe in the Lord. 
Verses 18-19.
It was self-evident that they should listen to God instead of man. 
Verse 20.
Peter and John must speak of the things which they had seen and heard. 
They didn’t come up with the message; they were just messengers. 
Verses 21-22.
The Jewish leaders were completely unmoved by an obvious miracle from God, this proves they cared far more about man’s opinion than God’s opinion.
Notice the man the Bible says was above 40 in your Bible the number 40 always represents times of testing and hardships. 

Application Question: What memories are we displaying that we have been with Jesus?

3. Since The Tomb Is Empty Nothing Was Impossible For God With Peter And John Because They Had Been With Jesus And It Completely Manifested In Unity To The People- Verses 23-31. 
Verses 23-26. 
This word Lord is not the usual word for Lord in the New Testament; it is the Greek word despotes. 
It was a word used of a slave owner or ruler who has power that cannot be questioned. 
They prayed with power and confidence because they knew God was in control.
They also prayed according to the scriptures by quoting Psalm chapter 2. 
We have to believe in the scriptures who God is! 
Verses 27-28. 
This brings real peace, knowing that whatever comes my way has passed through God’s hand first, and He will not allow even the most wicked acts of men to result in permanent damage.
Verses 29-30.
This request is consumed with God’s cause and glory, not the comfort and advancement of the disciples. They ask for things that will lead to more confrontation, not less.
They did not ask to do miracles themselves. 
They understood that Jesus heals by His hand; and that He does it from heaven through His people.
Verse 31.
Those walls didn’t change, nor did that become a special holy place where the Spirit of God always dwelt. 
In a similar way, a person can be shaken by the Holy Spirit without being transformed or in-dwelt by the Spirit of God.
For Peter, this counts as the third time he is specifically said to be filled with the Holy Spirit.
Their boldness was a gift from God, received through prayer. It was not something that they tried to work up in themselves.

Application Question: What unity do with have with others that have been with Jesus?

