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WELCOME TO APOSTLES LUTHERAN CHURCH!

It is an honor to worship God with you this morning. We pray you experience the Spirit's
loving presence as we share our words, our actions, and the Holy Meal.

If this is your first time worshipping with us, please fill out a card in the pew rack with
your contact info. A restroom can be found by exiting the rear door of the worship space. It
is directly in front of you to the right. Additional restrooms can be found in the back corner
of the fellowship area, near the Pastor’s office.

RECONCILING 2z CHRIST

We, the people of Apostles Lutheran Church, follow Paul's message to the Galatians (3:28):
“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Believing that because we are all one in Christ,
and created in God's image, all are welcome as beloved children of God. We welcome into
the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Rejoicing in God’s amazing
diversity, we welcome people of all ages, races, gender identities and expressions,
sexual orientations, and physical and mental abilities. Centered in Christ, we commit
ourselves to racial equity, breaking down dividing walls and building a community where all
are beloved.

FOR PASTORAL CARE

The Reverend Jay Serafin is our pastor. Pastor Jay's schedule is noted in the calendar on
the back of this bulletin. Call Pastor Jay at 570-205-7506 or email him at j80j84@msn.com
(preferred) or pastor.apostles@gmail.com. Messages can also be left on the Apostles
answering machine 804-693-9098.

PRAYGROUND

Welcome to our youngest members! The area in the front of our sanctuary is for families
and young children. There are quiet toys, books and drawing materials. We ask two things:
1) sit in the front pews near your children and 2) please sit with your children in the
pews during the sermon. They may return immediately after. Thank you and welcome!

NAME TAGS

Please wear your nametag! Guests: please fill out and put on a name tag before worship
today. Blank nametags are in the baskets located in the pews.




GATHERING

Today's gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, loss, and
disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet
the risen Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread. Each
Sunday our hearts burn within us as the scriptures are proclaimed and Christ appears to us as
bread is broken and wine is poured. The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship
each Lord'’s day.

PRELUDE AND SILENT PRAYER

Martin Luther said of music: “Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest
treasure in the world.” Please take a moment to silence all cell phones.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please rise in body or in spirit. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!

Amen.
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.
Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still
waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.
We thank you for the waters that nourish us: the Piankatank River, the North River, the Ware
River, the East River, the York River, the Chesapeake Bay. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you
thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and
sorrow. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that
divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.



Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation.
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN ELW #377

“Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!”
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Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926

Music: David N. Johnson, 19221987

Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Music © 1969 Contemnporary Worship 1, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

EASTER PROCLAMATION

Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

ELW #394
Hail Thee Festival Day, Verse 1
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Text: Venantius Honorius Fortunatus, 530-609; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: SALVE FESTA DIES, Ralph Vaughan Wllhams 1872-1958

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admm Augsburg Fortress.

Outside USA: Music from The English Hymnal, © Oxford University Press 1906.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the

breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming

work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
Sit
FIRST READING AcTs 2: 144, 36-41
Today’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following the giving of the Holy Spirit

to the apostles on the day of Pentecost. The center of his preaching is the bold declaration that
God has made the crucified Jesus both Lord and Christ.

142 peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 3¢“Therefore
let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and
Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

37”Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other
apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 3 For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all
who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” “° And he testified with
many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt
generation.” 4' So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three
thousand persons were added.

Response after the First Reading
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



PsALM PsALM 116: 1-4, 12-19
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.
"I love the Lord, who has | heard my voice,
and listened to my | supplication,
2for the Lord has given | ear to me
whenev- | er | called.
3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave | came upon me;
| came to | grief and sorrow.
4Then | called upon the name ! of the Lord:
“0 Lord, | pray you, | save my life.” R

2How shall | re- | pay the Lord

for all the good things God has | done for me?
31 will lift the cup ! of salvation

and call on the name ! of the Lord.
41 will fulfill my vows ! to the Lord

in the presence of | all God’s people.
>Precious in your ! sight, O Lord,

is the death | of your servants.
60 Lord, truly I I am your servant;

| am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me ! from my bonds.
71 will offer you the sacrifice | of thanksgiving

and call upon the name ! of the Lord. R

181 will fulfill my vows ! to the Lord
in the presence of | all God's people,
Yin the courts of | the Lord’s house,
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. | Hallelujah! R



SECOND READING 1 PETER 1:17-23

The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter understand that they are strangers in
a strange land. Christians no longer belong to this age. Through the death of Christ we belong to
God, so that our focus, faith, and hope are no longer on such things as silver or gold.

'71f you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each person’s work,
live in fear during the time of your exile. " You know that you were ransomed from the futile
conduct inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold '° but
with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 2° He was
destined before the foundation of the world but was revealed at the end of the ages for your
sake. 2" Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave
him glory, so that your trust and hope are in God.

22Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have
genuine mutual affection, love one another deeply from the heart. 22You have been born
anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of
God.

Response after the Second Reading
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Please rise in body or in spirit.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The gospel is announced.
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the 24™ Chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.



GOSPEL LUKE 24: 13-35

The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers the
question of how Jesus is to be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed through the scriptures
and in the breaking of bread.

'3 Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven
miles from Jerusalem, *and talking with each other about all these things that had
happened. "> While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with
them, "¢ but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 7 And he said to them, “What are
you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. '® Then
one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” ' He
asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 2°and how our chief priests
and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 2" But we had
hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day
since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They
were at the tomb early this morning, 22and when they did not find his body there they came
back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was

alive. 2 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women
had said, but they did not see him.” 2> Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and
how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 2 Was it not necessary that
the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 2’ Then beginning with
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the
scriptures.

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were
going on. 2° But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening
and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 3°When he was at the table
with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 3! Then their eyes were
opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. 32They said to each
other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while
he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour they got up and returned to
Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They were
saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 3> Then they told what
had happened on the road and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of
the bread.



The gospel concludes:
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit
SERMON
Silence is kept after the reflection.

Please rise in body or in spirit.
HYMN oOF THE DAY

DR. PETE LILJEBERG

TFF #98
“Open Our Eyes, Lord”
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Text: Robert Cull, b. 1949
Music: Robert Cull, b, 1949

< 1976 Maranatha! Music, adoun. The Copynght Company
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NIcENE CREED

With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in the power of Christ's resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world,
let us pray for the needs of all creation.

Each portion of the prayers ends with these words:
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share a sign of Peace with our neighbors saying Peace be with you to which we respond
And also with you. Please know that it is fine if you do not want to shake hands but would rather
just share a sign of peace.

D 3
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Sit
OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

To give online:

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

-+ Visit apostles-elca.org/contributions

CHOIR ANTHEM
“Day of Arising”

-+ From your mobile phone, text the word GIVE to 844-215-5453
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551, ed. Louis Bourgeois;
setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941
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OLD HUNDREDTH
Psalm 150; Is. 6:1-4; Rev. 4:8
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Please rise in body or in spirit
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and
thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and
mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission back into the world.

BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the

dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

ELW #384
“That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright”
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Text: Latin hymn, Sth cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
DismissAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluial!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
POSTLUDE
*kkkkkkkk
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WORSHIP LEADERS

Serving Today Serving Next Week
Worship Leader/Preacher . Dr. Pete Liljeberg . ... Pastor Jay Serafin
Lay Assisting Minister . LindaHodges ... .. Chase Ambrose
Lector ToniaFallin . Chase Ambrose
Acolyte RayScholz . Ray Scholz
Accompanist Janet Gomez . Janet Gomez
Choir Director SUE TUIN BT e -
Altar Care . e Janet Gomez
CommunionBread . e Betsy Liljeberg
Greeter/Usher . Cynthialowe . .. ... ... Karen Johnston
Technology . Jasonlowe . Chris Hawkins
SERVANTS FOR THE WEEK
Serving This Week Serving Next Week
Cleaning Team ... ... Alberts / Runk Liljebergs
Tellers Linda Hodges / Tonia Fallin _ Nate Peterson / Betsy Liljeberg

FellowshipSetUp . .. RayScholz _ . . ...
FellowshipFood ... ... ToniaFallin/Ellen Quirk . Judy Wright / Donna Ambrose
Fellowship Clean Up Scholzs Donna Amrbose / Barbara Runk

Ray Scholz Jennie Hawkins

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

First Reading: Acts 2:42-47 Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25
The believers’ common life Follow the shepherd, even in suffering
Psalm 23 Gospel: John 10:1-10
The Lorp is my shepherd; | shall not be in want. Christ the shepherd
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CHANGE OF HEART

The people who hear Peter’s testimony and preaching are cut to the heart.
The writer of 1 Peter instructs believers to love deeply from the heart. The
disciples who encounter the risen Christ notice afterward that their hearts
were “burning” within them as Jesus reveals the scriptures and then himself
to them in the breaking of the bread. Whether a call to repentance, hope,
recognition, or love, people are deeply affected by encounters with the one
raised from death to become followers of Jesus’ way. They not only turn from
their sin and doubt but literally change direction, going back from Emmaus
to Jerusalem with renewed courage, faith, and hope. These heart-changing
encounters with Jesus fulfill a promise from God for the whole community,
from those who have lived a long life to those who are children.

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

Easter continues. Each year, the gospel on the third Sunday of Easter is a
resurrection appearance. All three readings for this Sunday include
references to early Christian worship.

NEw ADULT STUDY TO START

A new adult study will start this Wednesday, April 22nd—"Understanding the New
Testament.” The class will be led by Pastor Jay—it will be held on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays of each month—bring a sandwich for dinner at 6:00 PM and the study
will begin on 6:30 PM—please make plans to join us!!

APOSTLES LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Today we gather on the original and ancestral homelands of the Pamunkey,
Mattaponi, Chickahominy, Rappahannock, and Nansemond peoples and we give
thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to recognize
and honor all our indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their
home.
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CHURCH WORKDAY

Ray Scholz has scheduled a church workday this coming Saturday, April 25™. There
is a lot to do - any help would be appreciated!

THANKYou To...

Thank you to Pete Liljeberg for leading worship and preaching today while Pastor
Jay is on vacation. Pastor Jay will be back in the office on Tuesday.

Offering of Letters

An offering of letters be held today during fellowship. In Proverbs 31:8-9 we are
instructed to “Speak out for those who cannot speak, for the rights of all the
destitute. Speak out; judge righteously; defend the rights of the poor and

needy.” Jesus implores us to feed the hungry and clothe the naked. We can do
these things in many ways. Some of us donate food, time at the GUEST shelter, or
give monetary donations to World Hunger. These good works are needed for the
health and wellbeing of our neighbors and the community as a whole. The church
and people of faith can only contribute so much, we also need to rely on our
government to act with integrity to care for the people of the nations. When our
government, whom we support with our taxes, is reluctant to care for others it is
time to speak out and share our concerns. An Offering of Letters allows us to be
heard and to share with our legislators our concerns from a Christ centered point of
view. We have seen people experiencing food insecurity and homelessness. We
can share those stories and demand assistance. The US Congress is currently
debating the Farm Bill which includes food programs such as SNAP (supplemental
nutrition assistance program) and WIC (women infant and children program). These
programs are vital for lifting families out of poverty and providing a good start for
young children. You will have the opportunity to offer your time to write your
representatives and to speak for those whose voices are unheard. Please consider
joining this important event.
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PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS

Rich Bitting, Manning Freeman, Don Garfield, Heidi Henderson,
Ellen Kendzierski, Doug Leip, Jason Lowe, Ellen Quirk, Michael Schlemmer,
Ben Slider (1V), Keith & Juanita Sturdy, George Thomas, Jewel Thomas, and
Lena Woodlief

OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS

Patricia Armentor (mother of Arlene, Executive Director of Gloucester Mathews Care Clinic),
Paul Bauer, Karen Bell (Pam Moore's sister), Bob & Dixie, Calli Bonfey, Patricia Boyd &
Brad Zelmer, Amanda Brown, David Brown, Dennis & Dorothy Brown, Sally Burkholder,
Amy Carter, Kate Casper, Laura Clodfelter, Jackie Collier, Ben Davis (friend of Donna
Ambrose), Tommy & Kathie Davis, Jenny DeSha, Al DeWitt, Linda Edwards, Colton Elliot

(Michael Schlemmer's cousin), Teresa Floersheim-Miller (Ingrid Peterson's mother),
Suzanne & Frank Gibson, Steven Godwin (Juanita Sturdy’s grandson), Jimmy & Fay Gray (Chris
Hawkins' family), Carl Greene, Karen Guire, the family of Mike Hall, Melvin Hawkins (Chris
Hawkins' father), Chaneice & Daniel Hayden, Rosie Heins, Carl & Kaleb Hess, Aris Hibbs

(friend of Ray Scholz), Ray Hughes, Suzanne Kinkade (friend of Ellen Quirk), Terri Larsen,

Marion Lucier, Wayne Mathews, Wayne McCormick, Sylvia Midgette (Krystle McMahan's
grandmother), Debbie Minteins, Keith Morgan, Gary Mowery, Jamie Mullaney,

Carol Pascale (Lynn Jaeger's mother), Chastity Perkins (co-worker and friend of Donna Ambrose),

Brad Person (Lilly Frost's uncle), Dick Peterson & his brother, the Prusa Family,
Joan Ritter, Glen Robertson, Pastor Wendy Roundy, Carol Schlemmer, Daniel Schmidt,

Michael Scholz (Ray Scholz's nephew), Joseph Serafin (Pastor Jay's father),
Kathy Shackleford, Elana Sierson, Fred Smith, Tammy Smith, Jean Sterling,
Marier Upshrie, the family of Nancy Wagner, Keegan Walls, Williams Walters, Chuck Webb

(Tina Britt's father), Makenzie Webb (Tina Britt's niece), Elizabeth & Steven White,

Vicki Williams, Cory Woodlief, Jim Wright (Judy Wright's husband), Logan & Shannon Wymer,
Derek Zwiers (friend of CK Ambrose)

OUR SPONSORED CHILDREN IN GUATEMALA

Amayra, Hugolino, Manuela, and Pablo

PRAYER REQUESTS

There is a book located at the rear of the worship space for you to write any prayer requests you have
for today. Fill out a “Prayer Request” (on the back of each pew) and place it in the offering plate to add
a prayer request to the “Prayer List” included in the bulletin and the newsletter. Please print legibly!
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TobAY

MoNDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES
APRIL 19, 2026 - APRIL 26, 2026

10:00 AM

11:00 AM

7:00 PM
7:00 PM

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
7:00 PM

4:00 PM - 8:00 PM
5:00 PM
6:00 PM

9:00 AM
6:30 PM

10:00 AM
11:00 AM

Worship Service / World Hunger
Sunday, Offering of Letters
Coffee Fellowship / Sunday School

Reconciling in Christ
AA

Pastor Jay in the office
Al-Anon/AA

Pastor Jay in the office
Worship Ministry Team
Book Study

Girl Scouts

Church Workday
Young and Sober

Worship Service
Coffee Fellowship/Sunday School

HAPPY BIRTHDAY ToO ...
Marina Allen - Apr 19" | Mary Leunig - Apr 25%

HAPPY BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARY TO ...
Margaret Grimes - Apr 19" | Tyler Britt - Apr 21

From Sundays and Seasons (sundaysandseasons.com). Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress.
Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB149543,
ONE LICENSE #A-717259, and CCLI License #A-21183732. All rights reserved.



