
 

 
 
 

 

 

3rd Sunday of Easter 
April 19, 2026 

11 am • Sanctuary & Online 
 
 

CHURCH OFFICE 
2728 53rd St S • Gulfport, FL 33707 
(727) 321-3620 • fumcgulfport.org 

 
Monday 9 am – 1 pm & Wednesday 1 pm – 5 pm 

The pastors are available by appointment 
 

Co-Pastor – Rev. Erick Ashley – erick@spconnection.org 
Co-Pastor – Rev. Tracie Ashley – tracie@spconnection.org 
Associate Pastor – Rev. Ellie Fox – ellie@spconnection.org 

Administrative Assistant – Patti Marshall – patti@spconnection.org 
Director of Music – Celinda Bailey 

Sophie’s Attic Manager – Patti Borland 
Streaming Tech – Max Turner 

 
Bishop of the Florida Annual Conference – Rev. Tom Berlin 

Gulf Central District Superintendent – Rev. Emily Hotho 



 

WELCOME 
  
Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Gulfport. Each and every 
week we look forward to this time to gather as a community. We are glad 
YOU are here today with us! 
 
You can use this bulletin to help lead through worship and throughout the 
week. We truly hope you enjoy your time here this morning and hope you 
return soon. 
 
Some logistics you may find helpful: 
 
• Worship runs about an hour, sometimes a bit shorter & sometimes a bit 

longer. 
 
• Grab a nametag from the tables at the entrances. If you are a guest, our 

Connect Team will happily make one for you. 
 

• Restrooms are in the courtyard, near the Fellowship Hall entrance. 
 

• Prayer Cards are available in the pew in front of you.  
 

• Please place your prayer card in the offering plate. It is our joy and 
privilege to be praying with and for you. 

 
• We have several ways you can give financially to support the mission of 

FUMC Gulfport. 
 

1. Place cash/check in the offering plate/boxes or mail to the church. 
2. Text any amount to (727) 604-7325. 
3. Visit fumcgulfport.org/pages/give. 
4. Use your bank’s bill payer system. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
UMH: United Methodist Hymnal • TFWS: The Faith We Sing 

*Please stand as you are able 
 
 
 
 

WE GATHER 
Welcome & Announcements 
Call to Worship* 
Worship Music* | Easter People, Raise Your Voices – UMH 304 
 
WE PROCLAIM 
Affirmation of Faith* | Adapted Version of the Apostle’s Creed 
Gloria Patri* | Glory Be To The Father – UMH 70 
Pastoral Prayer 
Passing of the Peace* 

          Worship Music* | O For A Thousand Tongues to Sing – UMH 57 vs 1-5 
Children's Moment 
Prayer For Illumination 
Scripture Reading | Acts 9: 1-19a - CEB 
Message | When Grace Interrupts - Rev. Tracie Ashley 
 
WE RESPOND 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
Offertory Music |  
Doxology* | Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow | UMH 95 
Offertory Prayer* 
 
WE GO OUT 
Worship Music* | Grace Greater than Our Sin – UMH 365 
Benediction* 
 
 
 
 
 

~Restrooms are in the courtyard, near the Fellowship Hall entrance~ 



 

WHAT’S HAPPENING? 
 
New Worship Series Begins - Alive in Christ: A People Being Transformed 
is a worship series that explores how God’s grace moves in and through our 
lives—meeting us where we are, transforming who we are, and sending us 
into the world as people of love. Rooted in the movement of scripture and 
shaped by a Wesleyan understanding of grace, this series invites us to not 
only learn about grace, but to live inside of it together. As we journey from 
encounter to transformation, from community to witness, we will grow as a 
people who are more aware of God’s presence (Connect), more 
intentionally shaped in Christ (Grow), and more outwardly focused in love 
(Serve). Together, we proclaim: We are a people being made alive in 
Christ—connecting, growing, and serving in grace. 
 
Each week, the bulletin will include a Weekly Practice to help us Connect 
with God, Grow in grace, and Serve in love in our daily lives. 

 
 
A Joy-Filled Weekend of Laughter and Resurrection Hope - What a gift 
this past weekend was for our church family! From Friday night’s Night of 
Comedy to our combined Holy Humor Sunday worship, we experienced the 
deep joy of being together in Christ. 
 
On Friday, we gathered for an evening full of laughter and connection, and 
it was clear that joy is one of God’s good gifts meant to be shared. Thank 
you to everyone who helped host, welcome, serve refreshments, and create 
such a warm and inviting space—it truly made the night special. 
 
Then on Sunday, we came together as the South Pinellas Connection for 
Holy Humor Sunday, celebrating the resurrection not just with our words, 
but with our joy. Through laughter, music, and shared moments of 



 

lightheartedness, we were reminded that Easter is not just something we 
believe—it’s something we live. The risen Christ brings life, freedom, and 
yes… even laughter. 
 
Thank you to all who made this weekend possible—those who planned, 
served, invited, and showed up ready to celebrate. Your presence and 
participation made it a truly joy-filled experience. 
 
We give thanks to God for a church that can laugh together, worship 
together, and live as people made alive in Christ. 

Considering Membership? - If you’ve been worshiping with us and feel 
ready to take the next step, we’d love to talk with you about becoming a 
member. Membership is a meaningful way to grow in faith and share in the 
mission of our church. Interested? Contact Patti at patti@spconnection.org. 

Leadership Board Meeting Update - The April Leadership Meeting has 
been postponed. We will now gather on May 14. Thank you for your 
flexibility—we look forward to being together then! 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
 

SUNDAY, APR 19 – 3rd Sunday of Easter 
• Adult Sunday School, 9:45 am – Room 7 
• Traditional Worship, 11 am – Sanctuary & Online 
• Fellowship & Coffee, 12 pm – Fellowship Hall 

 
MONDAY, APR 20 

• Church Office Open, 9 am – 1 pm 
 
TUESDAY, APR 21 

• Sophie’s Attic, 9 am – 12 pm 
 
WEDNESDAY, APR 22 

• Church Office Open, 1-5 pm 
• Wednesday Night Dinner, 6 pm – Fellowship Hall 

 
THURSDAY, APR 23 

• Narcotics Anonymous, 8 pm – Fellowship Hall 
 
FRIDAY, APR 24 

• Sophie’s Attic, 9 am - 12 pm 
• Alcoholics Anonymous (The Sisterhood), 6 pm - FH 

 



 

SATURDAY, APR 25 
• Sophie’s Attic, 9 am – 12 pm 

 
SUNDAY, APR 26 – 4th Sunday of Easter 

• Adult Sunday School, 9:45 am – Room 7 
• Traditional Worship, 11 am – Sanctuary  
• Fellowship & Coffee, 12 pm – Fellowship Hall 

 
SOUTH PINELLAS CONNECTION UPCOMING DATES 

 

KEY 
Clearview (CV) First Gulfport (FG) Lakewood (LW) St. Luke's (SL) 

 
STEWARDSHIP OF PRESENCE & GIFTS 

 
Week of Apr 12  2026 Year To Date  

Worship 36 Worship (avg weekly) 47 
Online Worship 29 Online (avg weekly) 15 
Giving Received $415.00 Giving Received $16,248.45 
Giving Needed $1,634.62 Giving Needed $24,519.30 
Surplus/Loss -$1,219.62 Surplus/Loss -$8,270.85 

 
PRAYER LIST 

COMPLETE A PRAYER CARD FROM THE PEW  
AND PLACE IT IN THE OFFERING PLATE 

 

Ongoing: Stan Zent and his family; Alice Johnson 
 

Apr 25 CPR Training 10 am – 2 pm LW 

Apr 26 FREE Community Dinner 5-6:30 pm CV 

May 2 United Methodist Men’s Breakfast 8 am SL 

May 4-6 The Pastoral Team at The Pulpit Project - - 

May 23 Lay Servant Ministry – Basic Course 
Oakhurst UMC 9am - 4 pm CV 

Jun 4-6 Annual Conference 
Florida Southern College - - 



 
 



 
 


