Series: Blessed are the Peacemakers, a study in Philemon
Sermon: Making peace with those who have wronged you
Primary Text: Philemon

Discussion guide:
· Share a story of forgiveness that is meaningful to you – from your life, people you know, or a story you’re read or heard. 
· Why is forgiving someone who’s wronged you so difficult?
· Read Matthew 6:15 – what is Jesus’ clear command here?
· Who do you react to this?
· Read Philemon 4-7
· According to v. 6 how would Philemon’s faith become effective?
· What does the phrase “for the sake of Christ” tell us about “every good thing that is in us”?
· How has Christ already equipped us to make peace with those who have wronged us even if we don’t feel we can do it?
· Read Philemon 8-10, 14, 21
· Why doesn’t Paul command Philemon to receive Onesimus?
· What does Paul mean by “obedience” in v. 21?
· What is Paul saying about Philemon’s obedience to Christ and how that relates to his potential resistance to reconcile to Onesimus?
· Read Philemon 10-13
· What is Paul saying about Onesimus?
· Why do you think he’s saying these things to Philemon?
· When someone has wronged us, we often see them only by how they have wronged us. How is Paul combating this potential attitude in Philemon and what does it teach us about how we ought to see those who’ve wronged us?
· Read Philemon 15-16
· What is Paul telling Philemon to keep in mind?
· How should the idea that God has a larger plan that he might use our reconciliation toward effect our thinking about making peace with our “enemies”?
· Read Philemon 18
· What does the word “if” mean here?
· Have you or someone you know ever felt wronged when they were not actually wronged?
· Why is it easy for us to sometimes take things personally that are not personal?
· How can we determine if we’ve actually been wronged?
· Read Proverbs 19:11 – how does overlooking offenses glorify us?
· Read Philemon 20
· How could you reconciling with someone who’s wronged you refresh the hearts of and benefit others?
· Mary Johnson said “Unforgiveness is like cancer…” and Officer Stephen McDonald said that “the only thing that would have been worse than a bullet to the spine would be to hold revenge in my heart.” Why is this true?
