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Third Sunday of Easter – April 19, 2026 

10 a.m. Worship at Zion’s Lutheran Church 

  

Welcome Friends and Guests: Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to 
Emmaus, overcome with sadness, loss, and disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who 
was crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet the risen Christ walks with them 
and then opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts burn 
within us as the scriptures are proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and 
wine is poured. The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord’s day. 

Serving this Sunday: 
  Worship – Pastor Lisa Rygiel, Jo Moss & Kathy Broman 
  Musicians – Mark Nelson & Becky McNeil 
  Ushers – Kathy Broman & Cherie Holder 
  Communion – Carol & Steve Hanson 

Worship & Music: In boundless diversity, we all are made in God's image! If you are 
visiting or new to our faith family, please sign our guest book and feel free to learn more 
about us. Come back and worship each Sunday at 10 a.m.  

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers. We use both the cranberry book of 
Worship and the purple All Creation Sings hymnals as indicated in the bulletin. 

Communion: We celebrate open communion. This is Christ’s table, all are welcome. You 
may come forward for the sacraments or cross your arms across your chest for a blessing. 
Our bread is gluten free and both wine and white grape juice (center of communion tray) 
are available. 

Other: Restrooms are in the Fellowship Hall; our ushers can direct you. 

Fellowship: Please join us after worship today in the Fellowship Hall for coffee and 
conversation. All are welcome! 

Zion’s Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) community. 
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~Gathering~ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Gathering of Prayers & Call to Worship 
Lift your voices to God. We call on the One who promises to hear us. 

In life, in death, in every moment, God deals graciously with us. We rejoice in the One who saves us. 

We will break the Bread of life in thanksgiving to God. We will lift up the Cup of salvation, drinking deeply 
from it. 

Gathering Hymn: #377 (cranberry hymnal) Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! 

Kyrie  
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Canticle of Praise  
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Prayer of the Day  
The Lord be with you. And, also with you. 

O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, 
that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

~Word~  
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 36 “Therefore let the entire 
house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you 
crucified.” 

 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, 
“Brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the 
promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to 
him.” 40 And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this 
corrupt generation.” 41 So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three 
thousand persons were added. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 
1 I love the Lord, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication, 
2 for the Lord has given ear to me whenever I called. 

3 The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; I came to grief and sorrow. 
4 Then I called upon the name of the Lord: “O Lord, I pray you, save my life.” 

12 How shall I repay the Lord for all the good things God has done for me? 
13 I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord. 

14 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all God’s people. 
15 Precious in your sight, O Lord, is the death of your servants. 

16 O Lord, truly I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my 
bonds. 
17 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the name of the Lord. 

18 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all God’s people, 
19 in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah! 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:17-23 
17 If you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each person’s work, live in fear during 
the time of your exile. 18 You know that you were ransomed from the futile conduct inherited from your 
ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a 
lamb without defect or blemish. 20 He was destined before the foundation of the world but was revealed at 
the end of the ages for your sake. 21 Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the 
dead and gave him glory, so that your trust and hope are in God. 
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  22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual 
affection, love one another deeply from the heart. 23 You have been born anew, not of perishable but of 
imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation  

 

Gospel: Luke 24:13-35 
The holy gospel according to Luke chapter 24.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
13 Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking 
and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 
17 And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, 
looking sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in 
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?”  

19 He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet 
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him 
over to be condemned to death and crucified him.  

21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day 
since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb 
early this morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had 
indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the 
tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.”  

25 Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 
27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the 
scriptures. 
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  28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 29 But 
they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” 
So, he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, 
and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished from their 
sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the 
road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, 
and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen 
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road and how he had 
been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon: Pastor Lisa Rygiel 

Hymn of the Day: #939 (purple hymnal) Touch That Soothes and Heals: See My Hands and Feet 

The Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
Living Savior, just as you journeyed with the disciples to Emmaus, accompany us on our journey of faith. 
Gather us at your table, that we recognize you in the breaking of the bread. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Almighty God, you provide for the needs of all creation. Bless the fields that are being prepared for planting 
and send favorable weather so that the soil may yield an abundant harvest. Help those who grapple with the 
effects of drought. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

God of justice, where leaders abuse power, confront them and call them to repentance. Where there is 
corruption, bring integrity; where there is violence, sow peace. Where there is discrimination, bring justice. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Healing Savior, your resurrection brings hope to a hurting world. Heal those who are sick.  Strengthen the 
weary, give courage to the despairing, comfort the dying and the families and friends of those who have died. 
Especially today we lift…Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Gracious One, you have made us your own through the gift of baptism. Unite us in genuine love for one 
another and uphold this community in your name. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Eternal Light, we give thanks for all who have nurtured your church’s life in ages past. Bring us at last with 
them to the brightness of your glorious presence. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 

Peace 
The spirit-filled peace of Christ be with you always! And also with you!  

We invite you to exchange signs of peace using these traditional words that have been spoken by Easter 
people throughout the centuries: Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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~Meal~  
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering 

An offering is gathered for missions of the church. You can give using check or cash (mail to 510 Pine Street), or 
online at: 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1334741 

Offertory: #323 (cranberry hymnal) God Loved the World, vs. 5  

Offering Prayer 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have 
raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in 
need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also, with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

 
  

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1334741
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life…Do this for the remembrance of me. Let us proclaim the 
mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

With this bread and cup, we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his 
coming. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.  
Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit. 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
God’s love is wide. God’s table is big. No one is excluded. 

Taste and see that the Lord is Good. 
Our bread is gluten free & both wine and white grape juice are available.  

God comes to us in worship and song. God also comes to us in silence and stillness.  
Please use the time before and after you commune for silent contemplation.  

Communion Song: Lamb of God 

 

Communion Hymn: #977 (purple hymnal) Look Who Gathers at Christ's Table 
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Communion Song: Thank the Lord & Sing His Praise 

 

Communion Prayer 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water to give 
new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, 
that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

~Sending~ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Announcements & Special Blessings 

Benediction  
May God, who comes to us in the things of this world, bless your eyes and be in your seeing. May Christ, who 
looks upon you with deepest love, bless your eyes and widen your gaze. May the Spirit, who perceives what is 
and what may yet be, bless your eyes and sharpen your vision. And may the Lord bless you and keep you. The 

Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 

Sending Hymn: #391 (cranberry hymnal) This Joyful  

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God.  
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~Announcements~ 

 Fellowship: Join us after worship today in the Fellowship Hall for coffee & conversation. All are welcome. 

 Wednesday Book Club: The Wednesday Book Club is focusing upon What if Jesus was Serious – A Visual 
Guide to the Teachings of Jesus We Love to Ignore. It meets at 10:30 a.m. each Wednesday in the 
Fellowship Hall. You can join at any time, so if you haven’t been able to attend before now, why not 
consider doing so. 

 Children’s Choir: Choir practice is at 3 p.m. today in the Fellowship Hall. 

 5-Loaves Volunteers Needed: April 25 is our next 5-Loaves meal delivery day. If you can help with 
deliveries beginning about 9:30 a.m. next Saturday. We also need some volunteers to help with meal 
preparation on Friday, April 24. If you can help either of these days, please let Norine Hazen, Terri Watson, 
or Jo Moss know 

 Time of Prayer and Coffee: We are invited to join our siblings in Christ from the Methodist church for a 
time of prayer and coffee at 10:30 a.m. each Thursday at Kangaroo Coffee -- in the Marketplace on 
Commercial Street. 

 God’s Work Our Hands: Terri Watson is coordinating efforts to match people who are able to provide 
outreach and support to members of our congregation who need assistance, such as rides and errands. 
For more information talk to Terri or use the sign-up sheets in the Fellowship Hall. 

 Zion’s Camp Out: Mark your calendars! We have reserved the group camping area at Trinidad Lake State 
Park May 31 (Sunday) through Wednesday June 3. We are looking for people interested in leading 
activities and coordinating this adventure. Please see Pastor Lisa if you have suggestions. 

 We’re Here for You: For pastoral care, call Zion’s at 719-846-7785 or send an email: zionsluth@gmail.com. 
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