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Land Acknowledgement
We acknowledge that for many thousands of years the Indigenous peoples of Turtle Island walked on this land.  We are thankful to share in the special spirit of this place, rich in the energy of Mother Earth and the love of all creation.

God Welcomes Each One of Us with Loving Grace

Lighting the Christ Candle
We light the Christ candle each week, reminding ourselves of Christ’s presence with us.  May Christ illumine our way.

Introit - VU 396 “Jesus Stand Among Us”

Announcements and Opportunities @Trinity

Minute for Affirming - Betty Hancey

Gathering Words (by Brenda Simon)
One:	God knows us inside out, upside down and backwards.
All:	God notices even the things we think but never share.
One:	God wants good things for us.
All:		More good things than even the grains of sand on a beach.
One:	God is with us wherever we go and whatever we do.
All:		Even if we wanted to hid from God, God would still be with us.
One:	That means that God is with us right here and right now.
All:		God is ready to listen to our prayers 
		and show us how to live good lives. 

Opening Hymn: MV 1 “All Are Welcome”

Opening Prayer (by enfleshed)
God, when you called each of us into being, you delighted in your works. You gifted us with differences that illuminate the breadth of beauty, wisdom, and practices of love in your creation. In whatever ways we still struggle to accept and celebrate our own unique offerings, free us from narrow thinking that confines, constrains, or condemns your good work in us. Amen.

Prayer of Confession (inspired by a prayer from the Uniting Church of Australia)
O Jesus Christ, we confess that sometimes we are so busy talking that we fail to find you walking beside us, sometimes we are so focussed on our questions that we don’t slow down enough to listen for your response to us, sometimes we are so anxious that we fail to share our real questions and doubts and fears instead getting stuck in troubled silence. Stay with us, Jesus Christ.  Reach out towards us and invite us to pause and meet you.  Come and meet us here in our community of vulnerable faith, we pray.

… a pause for silent contemplation

Words of Assurance
Whether we believe it, or not, Jesus Christ never leaves us nor forsakes us. Let us open our hearts to receive the grace  which Christ brings to us in faithfulness. We are forgiven! Thanks be to God.

Sung Response - VU 179 (chorus only) “Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Give Thanks”

Theme Conversation (Children’s Time) - “Many Gifts”

Special Volunteer Recognition

Volunteer Appreciation Prayer (in unison)
Loving God, thank you for all the amazing people who are part of our church community and for all the gifts we share together in your service.  Send your Holy Spirit upon them and upon us all that we might serve with joy and love and grace, today and always. Amen.

Hymn - MV 171 “Christ Has No Body Now But Yours”

God Speaks to Us with Peace and Assurance 

Prayer for Illumination (by Christian Aid)
Living Jesus, whose presence on our daily road we often fail to see; warm our hearts with fresh confidence in your Word, so that, in making room for the stranger beside us, we find your hospitality awaiting us, and the reassurance of your presence to inspire us to tread the road again and to share the good news of your resurrection life.  Amen.



Scripture Readings
· Psalm 139 (VU 861)
· Luke 24: 13-35
Bell Choir - Run Away to Spring

Message: Sarah Bruer, Voluntary Associate Minister

Hymn - VU 184 “As We Walked Home”

God Supports and Lifts Us

Pastoral Prayer (modified from a prayer by the Church of Ireland) and Prayer of Jesus

Acknowledging our Offerings in Support of Trinity United’s ministries
The love of God in Jesus meets us in the moments of our ordinary lives when meals are shared, when good news is spoken, when hope is rekindled, when love is extended.  As a community of faith we strive to be about that kind of work in our community and in the world. Your gifts are vital to our ability to do that.  If you are able to support us financially, cash or cheques can be left in the offering plate at either entrance or mailed or dropped off at the church office.  You can also give by e-transfer to office@collingwoodunitedchurch.ca or by signing up to donate monthly through PAR.  If this is your first donation, please make sure we have your name and address and email address (if available) for tax receipt purposes.  Thank you for all the ways you support us with your time, your talents and your financial resources.  With grateful hearts we pray: 

Like the disciples at Emmaus, we offer what we have. They offered their company, their table, their bread. We invite you to be with us, Jesus, 
as we offer you our love, our devotion, these gifts. May our eyes be opened to your holy presence among us, now and always.  Amen.

Closing Hymn - VU 187 “The Spring Has Come”

Commissioning 
We go out this day as new people, renewed by our glimpses of the Risen Christ and empowered to share the love of God with both friends and strangers.
And as we go: 

Benediction (by Jan L. Richardson)
May God, who comes to us in the things of this world, bless your eyes and be in your seeing.
May Christ, who looks upon you with deepest love, bless your eyes and widen your gaze.
May the Spirit, who perceives what is and what may yet be, bless your eyes and sharpen your vision.
May the Sacred Three bless your eyes and cause you to see.

Choral Blessing - VU 974 “Amen, Hallelujah, Amen” 

 Music to Inspire our Serving - Bell Choir, Beach Spring
************************************************************************
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