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Habakkuk'’s cry in 1:1-4 (“How long, Lord, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you,
“Violence!” but you do not save?) resonates with us today,
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as Israel in his time faced uncertainty and fear, enduring attacks from the Babylonian Empire and feeling
abandoned by God, while, it seemed, evil prevailed.

RIS AR Y LSRR E A HEFZME - RZkE O e Er Rt - IR s s 5 B - FHE5R
FET EX -

We too question how to persevere and, more than that, how to thrive in mind, body, and spirit during
challenging times.

BA HAER] - FEARMERTEAZ » AeIRRF T HEEATE - AR LR - BERRIR S TR RS ED AR -
Habakkuk cried out to God. We should do the same in our time of trouble, fear, or confusion, for God has
promised to answer the cry of His People. This promise is repeated throughout the Bible.
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One example: “People of Zion, who live in Jerusalem, you will weep no more. How gracious he will be when
you cry for help! As soon as he hears, he will answer you” (1s.30:19).
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Habakkuk eagerly and expectantly waited for God’s answer: “I will climb up to my watchtower and stand at my
guard post. There I will wait to see what the LORD says and how he will answer my complaint” (2:1 NLT).
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God’s answer: “the just shall live by his faith” (2:4 KJV). This is not a simplistic answer to a complex
problem.
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By ‘the just” God means those who are “justified by faith”: i.e. at peace with God through God’s
righteousness.
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As Christians, when we know we are “right” or “at peace” with God through Jesus Christ, then our faith can
help us to face the challenges of confounding times.
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It is our faith in our Good and Just Heavenly Father that will bear us through!
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Throughout the rest of Chapter 2, God provides "lessons in living by faith” by using the Babylonians'
contrasting behaviour as an example.
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He is essentially saying: “Look at the Babylonians: don’t do as they do!”
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It seemed to the devastated Israelites that the marauding Babylonians were unconquerable.
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But God reminds them that though it may not be apparent at the time, justice is coming because the seeds of
the destructions of the oppressors are already in play.
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The enemy “is arrogant and never at rest. Because he is as greedy as the grave and like death is never
satisfied” (2:5).
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Even as they sacked the great nation of Israel, they would soon discover that wealth and power when
pursued at all moral costs would never provide what all truly desire: satisfaction and contentment.
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It is essential for us to recognise that genuine and enduring satisfaction does not result from accumulating
material possessions or wealth.
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True and lasting contentment is only found as we live by faith, because when we live by faith in the One
True God, we...
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Trust God to meet our material needs.
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Jesus deals with the issue of trusting him regarding our material needs head on in the Sermon on the Mount.
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In Matthew 6:24 He declares: “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other,
or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”
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We instinctively know this is true, yet how often do we try to finesse the line between trusting God and trusting
in our own strength and devices?
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His point is this: if money or material concerns and worries is our God or our guiding light, then our lives will
be filled with worry as we obsessively run after the fleeting things of this world.
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On the other hand, if the One True God is truly our God, then we need not worry, for we can trust that just as
He cares for every other living thing in his creation, He will care for we who are “made in His image”.
S—JiHE - R EMERE 2RI > A ABA T RS - ROVFRATAT LIAR(E - IEAIH IR A 6l i iy
FAEY—AE - S IR X S e A g a "

We do not need to turn to devious and dishonest means to meet our needs.
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Jesus summed it up this way: “But seek first [God’s] kingdom and righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well” (Mt.6:33).
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A person who is truly “living by faith” will live under God's rule as king and their lives will be steered by
Kingdom values.
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But we must note that Jesus’ promise here is very particular.
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He promises that God will supply “all these things”, not “all things”. What are “these things”?
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He refers to what we shall “eat...drink...wear” (31) i.e. the essentials or basic staples of life, those things that
every person needs to feel safe and to be well.
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The disciple is promised survival not affluence; this is no carte blanche.
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Do you trust God to supply your needs? Do you believe that He will provide not all that you want, but all that
you need?
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God knows best what we need. Trusting God in this regard is what it means to “live by faith.”
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To live by faith means that | find my satisfaction in God alone.
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We all know that true and lasting satisfaction and contentment are elusive. When we are discontent, we are
restless, constantly searching and longing, disappointed, and even possibly, angry.
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We live in an angry age because people are looking in the wrong place for fulfilment and happiness.
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Nebuchadnezzar, King of the ever-expanding Babylonian Empire was constantly pillaging and plundering in
his vain search for satisfaction and purpose.
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But those who live by faith in the One True God can find this elusive treasure!
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God declared to His People that if we live by “kingdom values” (i.e. “seek first His kingdom”)
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“The Lord will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land and will strengthen your
frame. You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail” (1s.58:11).
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Does this describe you today? We admit that sometimes the land does feel “sun-scorched” and our strength
runs low. At times it seems as though the “stream has run dry”.
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There are some essential keys to satisfaction that require intent on our part. Some are:
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Seeing God clearly. F&EHE LM -

The Psalmist claimed: “/ will be satisfied with seeing your likeness” (17:15).
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This is the same phrase that is used in Numbers 12:8 when Moses met God “face to face”.
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This means seeing God clearly and soberly, fully receiving the wonder of who He is.
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But this can be a great challenge. It can be difficult to see God clearly through the shrouding fog of religion,
tradition, time, and culture.
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We must be hyper-aware of any distorted vision of God resulting from poor teaching or “bad theology” and
weak study of the Word, which is the ultimate revelation of God.
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Negative influences and challenging life situations can alter our perception of God.

T TEI s M RIARME Y A AR AR o] BE U HeAl I E %

When our understanding of God is distorted, it may be difficult to trust or follow Him, and we might develop
unrealistic expectations.
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Gaining a clear view of God is essential for achieving genuine and enduring satisfaction and contentment.
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We often ask, “Who am I? A poor or distorted self-image leads to much discontent and unhappiness.
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We must allow our Creator to answer this question, and He does so decisively: “So God created Mankind in
His own image” (Gen.1:27).
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We, each one, “reflect the divine”, expressed through moral reasoning and free-will, creative capacity, and
spiritual experience.
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We are “sacred”. We have worth and dignity simply because of who we are.
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This means that we have the responsibility to treat others with respect for this same reason.
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James forbids us to “curse human beings, who have been made in God'’s likeness” (3:9).
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We recognize that this image is scarred but not obliterated by the Fall. It is restored in Christ!
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The Apostle Paul proclaims: “If anyone is in Christ the new creation has come. The old is gone, the new is
here” (2Cor.5:17)!
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This standing “by grace through faith in Jesus Christ” raises us up, so that “we are a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, God's special possession...” (1Pet.2:9a).
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This is who you are! Don't let anyone else, whether Satan himself or even your own self-talk tell you
otherwise!
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Life will try to steal your assured sense of self. So, we need to return to this truth often, letting it settle into our
minds and our souls!
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Knowing my purpose in life. IR AL EHL -

John enthused: “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of
God! And that is what we are! (1Jh.3:1)
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There is a profound difference between knowing about God and knowing that we belong to Him.
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The Apostle John doesn’t say we might be children of God or that we feel like His children—he declares, “that
is what we are.”
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Through Christ, our identity is forever changed. We are no longer defined by our past, our failures, or even
the opinions of others.
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Another way of expressing this wondrous truth is to declare that we are “children of the King”.
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This wonderful idea comes from the incredible truth that when we accept Christ, we become part of a royal
family. We are now God’s “heir” (Rom.8:16).
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Being a child of the King fills us with identity, purpose, and hope. It means we have access to the “throne
room” of God.

TENBEENILZL - KBy - HEVRI SRR T34 > BREEATAT DA AT E RER -

We are constantly reminded in the Bible of our heavenly heritage, and it's important for us to meditate on
these words, letting them sink deep into our hearts.
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This fact informs and guides our life on every level.
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We now know that our heavenly purpose is to live as spiritual royalty as we glorify and honor our King, and
live our life by “kingdom principles”, as outlined in the Sermon on the Mount.
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To live by the principles of the Kingdom of God is to be shaped by God’s rule—His values, character, and will.
e ER R4S - shEw e RS B C—Ha i EW ~ SR EE -

It means we don’t simply call Him King in word, but we submit to His reign in how we think, act, and relate to
others.
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Jesus described the Kingdom as something both present and growing within us (Luke 17:21).
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So, living by Kingdom principles begins inwardly, with a transformed heart, and then flows outwardly into daily
life.
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In short, to live by Kingdom principles is to live a life that reflects Jesus—where His rule is evident in our
priorities, attitudes, and actions.
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Knowing my future. AIREREGFEE -

Uncertainty about the future is a primary source of anxiety in our lives. This fear often inhibits us from fully
and confidently living our lives, causing deep discontent.
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So, we must continue to read on in John’s First Epistle: “Dear friends, now we are children of God, and...we
know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is” (3:2).
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This is a certain promise of transformation and hope. One day we will be like our Savior in his perfect,
glorified body, and in holiness.
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Paul explains it thus: “And just as we have borne the image of the earthly man so shall we bear the image of
the heavenly man” (1 Cor.15:49).
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or, “Christ will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.” (Phil.3:21)
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This is not only a future hope. This process is happening now because we are now a child of God,
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as we now, “‘with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord's glory”, and thus, “are being transformed into his
image with ever increasing glory” (2Cor.3:18).
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This is the process of sanctification empowered by faith and the Holy Spirit.
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Just as the Prophet Habakkuk, we live in troubled and uncertain times!

EASeRIEEE—F » BA DEERBAA T E IR !

Today you may be struggling with fear, anxiety, a deep sense of dissatisfaction, or an unsettling discontent.
I'm not here to judge you.
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Like Habakkuk we may cry out: “How long, Lord, must I call for help, but you do not listen?”
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But He is listening. He is assuring us that we can trust Him with our lives. He is reminding us of who we are in
Him.
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He is listening to you. Are you listening to Him?
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