
Christ Lutheran Church & The Bridge Campus Ministry 
Third Sunday of Easter - April 19, 2026 

Connecting people to people • people to faith • faith to life 
69 Mill Street • Athens, OH • (740) 593-3144 

info@clcathens.org • www.clchathens.org 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 
Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, loss, and 
disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! 
Yet the risen Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread. 
Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the scriptures are proclaimed and Christ appears to us 
as bread is broken and wine is poured. The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our 
worship each Lord’s day. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Choir Director: 
Christian Yoder; Choir Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Pianist: Patricia Cambridge; Asst/Lector: 
Mim Almquist; Livestream: Sam Hanson; Greeter: Cathi Schwalbaugh, Ushers: Dan Snoddy, 
Wanda Weinberg;  Time with Children: Puppets!; Acolyte: Elizabeth; Tray Server: Marilyn Shealy 
 
WELCOME​ ​ (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
 



PRELUDE​ ​ ​ Ave Verum  W. A. Mozart​ ​ ​ CLC Choir 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named). 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG ​ ​ As We Gather at Your Table (ELW 522) 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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CANTICLE​ ​ ​ All Glory Be To God On High (ELW 410) 

 
​
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Let us pray.  

O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. Open the 
eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
​
FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
A reading from Acts. 
14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 36 “Therefore let 
the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, 
this Jesus whom you crucified.”​
​
  37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far 
away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40 And he testified with many other 
arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 So 
those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons 
were added. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

​
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:17-23 
A reading from 1 Peter. 
17 If you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each person’s work, live in 
fear during the time of your exile. 18 You know that you were ransomed from the futile conduct 
inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold 19 but with the 
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20 He was destined before 
the foundation of the world but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21 Through 
him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that 
your trust and hope are in God.​
  22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have 
genuine mutual affection, love one another deeply from the heart. 23 You have been born anew, 
not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

5 
 



The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

ACCLAMATION​ Now to the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray (ELW 743) 

 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 24:13-35 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
13 Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven 
miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 
15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but 
their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What are you discussing 
with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, 
whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not 
know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” 
They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word 
before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 
condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem 
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Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, 
some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and 
when they did not find his body there they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a 
vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb 
and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 25 Then he said to them, 
“Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 
26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his 
glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things 
about himself in all the scriptures.​
  28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were 
going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and 
the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with 
them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, 
and they recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not 
our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 
scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the 
eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen 
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road and 
how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY​ ​ We Who Once Were Dead (ELW 495) 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Rejoicing in the mighty acts of God who has delivered his people from sin and death through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, Let us lift our voices and pray. 
Risen Lord. Hear our prayer. 
 
Let us give thanks to God for the multitude of blessings he showers upon us: 
For our lives and the lives of those we love, 
For the beauty of this home God has created for us, 
For our families and friendships, 
Let us give thanks to the God of life. 
Risen Lord.  Hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for the church, that it may carry forward works of God: 
For our clergy and bishops, 
For the many lay people who serve the church, 
For those gathered here in worship and prayer this morning. 
Risen Lord.  Hear our prayer. 
Let us pray for the nations and the peoples of the world, that the powers that oppress and 
destroy may decline and that justice, peace and prosperity be lifted up.  Let us pray for the 
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people of Gaza, The West Bank, Israel, Lebanon, Iraq, Iran, Yemen, Syria, Sudan, Myanmar, 
Russia and Ukraine, that they may soon, once again, live in peace. 
Risen Lord.  Hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for those who are sick, those who suffer, those who struggle and those who have 
died.  And let us also pray for their families and caregivers.  May the hope born of Easter give 
them peace. 
Risen Lord.  Hear our prayer. 
 
Lord God, hear these, the prayers of your people.  Infuse a measure of patience in us, a 
confident expectation of your promises.  Strengthen us in body, mind and spirit, and bring us 
comfort, Lord, with your unending love. 
AMEN 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give​  
There you will also find instructions on how to text to give or download our church app! 
 
ANTHEM​ ​ ​ I Heard A Forest Praying  Christian Yoder ​ ​ CLC Choir 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
God of love, 
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
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and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of new life. 
Receive the risen Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
COMMUNION​
​ ​ ​  
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy One, 
through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. 
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 
to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. 
In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ​ ​ Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing (ELW 389) 

 
 

DISMISSAL​
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!​
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!​ ​ ​  
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