
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER  

April 19, 2026 

 
MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

34 E. Orange Street 
Shippensburg, PA 17257-1993 

Web Site: memluth.org 
E-mail: office@memluth.org 

717-532-4614 

 
Welcoming all  

Reaching out in love 
Growing together in Christ 

Worshiping and serving in Jesus’ name 

 
Reverend Godfred Effisah 

717-532-4614 (church office) or 571-572-0119 (cell) 
pastor@memluth.org 

Office hours: Monday to Thursday: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 
Children are an active part of Memorial’s community of faith! We welcome you to 
worship each week! Children’s bulletins and Quiet Bags (lots of exciting things 
to do!) are available at the doors coming from the parking lot. Please take one  
of each as they may help your children bring smiles into our time of worship!   

 

 

https://memluth.breezechms.com/people/view/46108831#


2  

 

Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church. As you prepare for 
Worship, please silence your cell phone.  
 

INTRODUCTION 
Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, 
overcome with sadness, loss, and disappointment. They had hoped 
Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet the 
risen Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in the breaking 
of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the scriptures 
are proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and wine 
is poured. The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship 
each Lord’s day. 
 

GATHERING 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE  “Come Away to the Skies”                                           - Held  
 

CHORAL INTROIT  “Jesus Stand Among Us”                   Senior Choir  
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the 
Lamb! 
Amen. 
 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 

Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving. 
 

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of 
creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for 
the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named). Blessed are 
you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our 
journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and 
resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed 
are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.  
 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break 
down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed 
are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
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Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for 
making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you 
honor and praise, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
GATHERING HYMN  “As We Gather at Your Table”               ELW 522  
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  “This is the Feast” 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together.   
O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the 
breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see 
him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

 
 



6  

 

Please be seated. 
 

WORD 
 
FIRST READING                                                        Acts 2:14a, 36-41  
Today’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following 
the giving of the Holy Spirit to the apostles on the day of Pentecost. 
The center of his preaching is the bold declaration that God has made 
the crucified Jesus both Lord and Christ. 
 
14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the 
crowd]: 36 “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty 
that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you 
crucified.” 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and 
said to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 
38 Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you, for your 
children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our 
God calls to him.” 40 And he testified with many other arguments and 
exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 
41 So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day 
about three thousand persons were added. 
 
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM        Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19     READ RESPONSIVELY 
1 I love the Lord, who has heard my voice, 
  and listened to my supplication, 
2 for the Lord has given ear to me 
  whenever I called. 
3 The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came  
      upon me; 
  I came to grief and sorrow. 
4 Then I called upon the name of the Lord: 
  “O Lord, I pray you, save my life.”  
12 How shall I repay the Lord 
  for all the good things God has done for me? 
13 I will lift the cup of salvation 
  and call on the name of the Lord. 
14 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 
  in the presence of all God’s people. 
15 Precious in your sight, O Lord, 
  is the death of your servants. 
16 O Lord, truly I am your servant; 
  I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me  
      from my bonds. 
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17 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
  and call upon the name of the Lord.  
18 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 
  in the presence of all God’s people, 
19 in the courts of the Lord’s house, 
  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!  
 
SECOND READING                                                       1 Peter 1:17-23  
The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter under-
stand that they are strangers in a strange land. Christians no longer 
belong to this age. Through the death of Christ we belong to God, so 
that our focus, faith, and hope are no longer on such things as silver or 
gold. 
 
17

 If you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to 
each person’s work, live in fear during the time of your exile. 18 You 
know that you were ransomed from the futile conduct inherited from 
your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold 19 but with 
the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blem-
ish. 20 He was destined before the foundation of the world but was re-
vealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21 Through him you have 
come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glo-
ry, so that your trust and hope are in God. 22 Now that you have purified 
your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mu-
tual affection, love one another deeply from the heart. 23 You have 
been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through 
the living and enduring word of God. 
 
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. Our hearts burn within us while you open to us the           
scriptures. Alleluia. (Luke 24:32) 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 24th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL                                                                  Luke 24:13-35 
The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to 
Emmaus answers the question of how Jesus is to be recognized 
among us. Here, he is revealed through the scriptures and in the 
breaking of bread. 
 
13 Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called 
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each  
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other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talk-
ing and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 
but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, 
“What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They 
stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleo-
pas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does 
not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19 He 
asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and 
all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him 
over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped 
that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is 
now the third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some 
women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this 
morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there they came back 
and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that 
he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and 
found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 25 Then 
he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to be-
lieve all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that 
the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 
27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to 
them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 28 As they came near 
the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were 
going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because 
it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to 
stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, 
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were 
opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. 32 
They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while 
he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures 
to us?” 33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and 
they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They 
were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Si-
mon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road and how he 
had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SERMON   
 
Please stand as you are able. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  “Now the Green Blade Rises”                ELW 379  

 
NICENE CREED    
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father. 
     Through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven; 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
     and was made man. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
     On the third day he rose again 
     in accordance with the Scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
     dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
     He has spoken through the prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our 
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Eternal Father, you invite each of us to share in the life and ministry of 
your Son, Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit to transform our faith 
family into a community of disciples. In this year of discipleship, teach 
us how to listen to Jesus, to love Jesus deeply, and to share Jesus 
with everyone we meet. Through the Holy Spirit, guide us to deepen 
our commitment as disciples of Jesus. Lead us, we pray, to grow as an 
intentional community, committed to our call to discipleship. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
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Prince of peace, calm us who wait and watch as events beyond our 
power and understanding unfold. Deliver us from fear that paralyzes 
our ability to seek faithfully the ways you would have us be your               
presence to all people. Help us to dwell in your presence one moment 
at a time, and to know that you are ceaselessly at work in our lives and 
in the world, bringing your reign of peace. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
 

Living Savior, just as you journeyed with the disciples to Emmaus,                       
accompany us on our journey of faith. Gather us at your table, that we 
recognize you in the breaking of the bread. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
 

Healing Savior, your resurrection brings hope to a hurting world. Heal 
those who are sick (especially). Strengthen the weary, give courage to 
the despairing, and comfort the dying. Merciful God, receive our     
prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

Eternal Light, we give thanks for (Olavus Petri, Laurentius Petri and) all 
who have nurtured your church’s life in ages past. Bring us at last with 
them to the brightness of your glorious presence. Merciful God,            
receive our prayer.  
 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the 
good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen 
Savior. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
SENIOR CHOIR OFFERTORY  “Rejoice, Rejoice”           J. M. Marshall                   
                                                                                                          
The Ushers will collect the offering. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE   
     “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                      ELW 884 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
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MEAL 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray together. 
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you 
glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body 
and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and 
bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE - EASTER 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for 
the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal 
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has                      
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, 
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the                              
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels 
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn:  

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                      Read Together 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, that whoever be-
lieves in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and accom-
plished our salvation. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 
eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving Passion 
and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to 
come again, we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, not as we 
ought, but as we are able; and we implore you mercifully to accept our 
praise and thanksgiving, and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless 
us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine; that we 
and all who share in the body and blood of your Son may be filled with 
heavenly peace and joy, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be 
sanctified in soul and body, and have our portion with all your saints. 
 
All glory and honor is yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in 
your holy Church, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Lord remember us in your Kingdom, and teach us to pray.  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
        hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, 
        forever and ever. Amen. 

 
LAMB OF GOD                                                                        page 191 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
 
Please be seated. 

 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come forward by the center 
aisle at the usher’s direction. If you choose to have wine for commun-
ion, take an empty cup from the usher. If you prefer grape juice,                     
receive a pre-filled cup at the altar. If you or a child has never received 
the sacrament, fold hands to receive a blessing instead. After receiving  
communion or a blessing, you may choose to remain at the altar for 
extra time in prayer. When you return to your pew do so by the side 
aisles. Please deposit the empty cup in the basket. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING   
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.  
Amen. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Let us pray together. 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to 
anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to 
the nations. In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 
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SENDING 
 
 

BLESSING 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless 
you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN  “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”                              ELW 392 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
 
POSTLUDE  “Prelude in F Major”                                                 - Bach                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Olavus Petri, priest, died 1552; Laurentius Petri, Bishop of Uppsa-
la, died 1573; renewers of the church - Sunday, April 19, 2026 
These two brothers studied with Luther at the University of Wittenberg 
and then returned to their native Sweden to introduce the Lutheran  
reforms. Olavus published a catechism and hymnal; Laurentius was a 
professor who defended the office of bishop and later became one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All 
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS004243. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copy-
right © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation 
on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
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Pastor 
Pastor Godfred Effisah  

 
Organist & Pianist 
Nancy Fogelsanger 

  
Senior Choir / Bell Choir  

Director 
Kathy Kerr 

 
Parish Coordinator 

Amy Piper 

 

Mary Kay Dagenhart   Trina Ruth 

Doug & Pat Maun   Wayne Widney 

Jeanne Naugle   All Caregivers 

Dorothy Railing 

Check out our church website using this QR Code! 


