Faith Lutheran Church

Third Sunday of Easter
April 19t 2026
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Introduction

Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with
sadness, loss, and disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified,
would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet the risen Christ walks with them and then
opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts burn within
us as the scriptures are proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is broken
and wine is poured. The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship
each Lord’s day.

Gathering

Gathering Hymn
ELW 479 “We Come to the Hungry Feast”

Thanksgiving for Baptism
Responses on the screens

Kyrie
ELW Setting One Kyrie & This is the Feast
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray  to the Lord
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For the peace of the whole world, lor the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Greeting

Prayer of the Day

Children’s Sermon & Sunday School

Word
First Reading Acts 2:14a, 36-41

Today'’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following the giving of the Holy
Spirit to the apostles on the day of Pentecost. The center of his preaching is the bold declaration
that God has made the crucified Jesus both Lord and Christ.

4= Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the

crowd]: * “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has
made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

s Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to
the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” * Peter said to them, “Repent
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins
may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. *° For the promise
is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord
our God calls to him.” “> And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted
them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” ' So those who
welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand
persons were added.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
1 love the LORD, who has heard my voice,
and listened to my supplication,
“for the LORD has given ear to me
whenev- er | called.
*The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me;
| came to grief and sorrow.
“Then | called upon the name of the LORD:
“O LORD, | pray you, save my life.”
'2How shall | re- pay the LORD
for all the good things God has done for me?
21 will lift the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LORD.
41 will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all God’s people.
> Precious in your sight, O LORD,



is the death of your servants.
0O LORD, truly | am your servant;
| am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my
bonds.
71 will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call upon the name of the LORD.
81 will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all God’s people,
Yin the courts of the LORD’s house,
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!

Second Reading 1 Peter 1:17-23

The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter understand that they are strangers
in a strange land. Christians no longer belong to this age. Through the death of Christ we belong
to God, so that our focus, faith, and hope are no longer on such things as silver or gold.

71f you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each
person’s work, live in fear during the time of your exile. * You know that you were
ransomed from the futile conduct inherited from your ancestors, not with
perishable things like silver or gold '° but with the precious blood of Christ, like that
of a lamb without defect or blemish. 22 He was destined before the foundation of
the world but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 2' Through him
you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory,
so that your trust and hope are in God.

22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that
you have genuine mutual affection, love one another deeply from the heart. 2 You
have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the
living and enduring word of God.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation ELW Setting One
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Lord, o whom shall we go?  You have the words ol ¢-ter-nal life.



The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 24" chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Luke 24:13-35

The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers the
question of how Jesus is to be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed through the
scriptures and in the breaking of bread.

*Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus,
about seven miles from Jerusalem, “ and talking with each other about all these
things that had happened. > While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself
came near and went with them, ¢ but their eyes were kept from recognizing

him. 7 And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you
walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. *® Then one of them, whose name was
Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not
know the things that have taken place there in these days?” * He asked them,
“What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 2 and how our
chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified
him. 2' But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides
all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. > Moreover, some
women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this

morning, **and when they did not find his body there they came back and told us
that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. > Some of
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said,
but they did not see him.” 2 Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and
how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared!  Was it not
necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his
glory?” 2 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them
the things about himself in all the scriptures.

26 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as
if he were going on. 2 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because
it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with
them. ** When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it,
and gave it to them. * Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and
he vanished from their sight. 2 They said to each other, “Were not our hearts
burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the
scriptures to us?” * That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and
they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. ** They were
saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” ** Then they
told what had happened on the road and how he had been made known to them
in the breaking of the bread.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon & Silent Reflection



Hymn of the Day
ELW 374 “Day of Arising”

Nicene Creed

Prayers of Intercession
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

The prayers conclude:
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

Meal

Peace

Offering

“For Jesus, the quality of the gift is not how large it is, but the proportion you give and
the heart with which you give it.” There are many options for giving including plate
giving, text to give (833-686-4752) or through our website.

Offertory Hymn
ACS 1092 “Thank you, Lord”
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1 Thank you, Lord, thank you, Lord, thank you,
2 Been so good, been SO good, been SO
3 Been my friend, been my friend, been my
4 Love you, Lord, love you, Lord, love you,
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Lord, I just want to thank you, Lord.
good, I just want to thank you, Lord.
friend, I just want to thank you, Lord.
Lord, I just want to thank you, Lord.



Offering Prayer

Holy Communion
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Thanksgiving at the Table

...as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

...Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit.

...burning with justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from euvil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Lamb of God
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Distribution Hymn
ELW 377 “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!”

Prayer after Communion

Sending

Blessing

Dismissal

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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Faith Lutheran Church is a community living in God’s love which embraces and welcomes every person as part of God’s Beloved Community. We celebrate
each person created in God’s image as we strive for justice, peace, and racial equity in our community and the wider world. We openly welcome and affirm all
persons of every race, age, socioeconomic class, culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, physical and mental ability, marital and family
status, background, and experience. We seek to live as a community of God’s people that values each person’s voice, gifts, and full participation in all areas of

the congregation’s life and worship. We embrace the work of the Holy Spirit moving in and through us as we care for the earth and all of God’s people.
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Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

FAITH ACTIVE IN LOVE

Gathered as a community living in God’s love we serve all people, care
for the earth and embrace the work of the Holy Spirit.

Faith Lutheran Church will be recognized as a community of spiritual growth, a place of acceptance and
inclusion, a gateway for environmental stewardship, a creator of partnerships and an advocate for social
justice and peace.

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP this Sunday includes:

Presiding Rev. John C. Norquist

Organist/ Pianist Stephen V. Hibbard

Reader Aaron Gresch

Communion Assistant Aaron Gresch

Cup Deacons

Greeter

Sunday School Instructor

Ushers Borkenhagen Family

Communion Set-up Bev Yurske, Jean Benz, Virginia Anderle
Live Stream Schoofs Family

April Mission of the Month: Advocates of Ozaukee County
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Easter Lilies

Virginia Anderle in Memory of Bruce Anderle, LaVerne Gresch in Memory of Jim & Cathy,
Ruth Gollnick in Memory of Jim Gollnick, Wayne Krueger in Memory of Lois Krueger, Carol
Alexander Coutts in Memory of Jim & Lee Coutts & Don Alexander, Sandy Stelter in Honor of
my Four Great Grandchildren, Nancy Hammen in Memory of John Hammen, Sean & Laura
Kinnunen in Memory of Rebecca Lederer and Gerald & Lois Scherbert, Barbara Johnson in
Memory of Mary Ann, Joe & Dottie Dorr in Memory of Rev. Erik Jelinek, Cindy Ehlers in
Memory of my Husband and Parents, Glenn & Bev Yurske in Memory of Ken & Renny
Rappold, Alisa & John Norquist in Memory of Cheryl Bostrom, Joyce Caldwell in Memory of
Mike Caldwell, Vonna Pitel in Memory of Eldon & Marceda Pitel, Michelle Burton in Memory of
Richard & Sonia Burton, Vangie Sherman in Memory of Hal Sherman, Cindy & Phil
Dellegrazio in Memory of Michael Dellegrazio

The Way of Resurrection

In some Bibles the subheading for today’s gospel reading is “The Road to
Emmaus.” Although this is a suitable description, we could also call it “The Way to
Emmaus.” On the road or way to Emmaus, two disciples encounter the risen
Christ. Notice that as Jesus accompanies them, he meets them where they are,
holds their heartache, questions their assumptions, challenges their perspectives,
and ultimately guides them deep into God’s word. All this happens on the way!

Only one of the two companions on the way with Jesus is named: Cleopas. Why is
the other disciple’s identity a mystery? Luke may be using a clever storytelling
device, one designed for readers to see themselves as part of the narrative. In
that case, you may be the unnamed disciple in this Jesus story! (Aren’t we all
disciples on the way, accompanied by Jesus on the journey of Easter faith?)

Eventually, after Jesus blesses and breaks bread at a meal, the two disciples
finally recognize him. Their hearts are kindled with faith and activated by the word
of God encountered on the way with Jesus. It is no surprise that they hit the road
again, racing back to Jerusalem to tell the others what just happened on the way.

From the very beginning, the way of faith in Christ has been a movement of
resurrection promise. This movement has never stopped sharing the grace and
love of God with everyone it encounters along the way. We are called to join this
movement, with all our heartaches, assumptions, and misunderstandings. We are
not people with all the answers, but sojourners or pilgrims on the way.

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
N35 W6621 Wilson Street
Cedarburg, WI 53012
262-377-0960
www.faithlutherancedarburg.com
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