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Pastor’s Message

As we step into the joy and promise of the Easter season, we
do so having walked together through the depth and reflection
of Lent. This season invited us, both personally and as a church
family, to rediscover what it truly means to follow Jesus Christ
and to stand at the foot of the cross. Those days of prayer,
reflection, and honest self-examination have prepared our
hearts to receive the good news once again: Christ is risen!

But Easter is not meant to be contained within a single Sunday
morning. It is a way of life. We are, as the Church has long
proclaimed, an Easter people—a resurrection people—called

I\\,/IVIZSI;Z to live in the light of that victory every day of the year. The
congregation, question before us is not simply, “Do you believe in the
in humble and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ?” The deeper question is:

selfless

, , How are we living it?
service to God, will

go forth joyfully, | We live the resurrection when hope rises in us, even in difficult
empowered and . . : i
moments. We live it when love is extended where it is not
enabled by the Holy o .
spirit, to seek out, | €xpected. We live it when grace shapes our words, our actions,
welcome, accept, and | and our witness. My prayer is that here at First Clover UMC, we
hurture personsto | will continue to embody that resurrection life with passion,

become faithful and s
effective disciples for authenticity, and a deep love for one another and our

Jesus Christ. community.
& %e,, As part of that ongoing journey of discipleship, | am excited to

"%,o— invite you to our next Bible study, beginning Tuesday, April 7th

4"‘ at 11:00 AM in the Steve Camp Room (Room 104). Together,

o * we will explore “A Faith That Lives: An Eight-Lesson Bible
Study on the Epistle of James.” The Book of James
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(Pastor’'s Message continued)

challenges us not only to hear the Word, but to live it—to put our faith into action
in meaningful and practical ways. Like our previous studies, this will be a time of
rich conversation, thoughtful reflection, and growing together in Christ.

| also want to share a couple of important resources from the South Carolina
United  Methodist Conference. You are encouraged to visit
www.umcsc.org/transition, which provides helpful, detailed information on the
transition from 12 to 10 districts for the 2026—-2027 appointment year. Additionally,
you may follow updates and information about this year’s Annual Conference at
www.umc.org/ac2026. The Annual Conference will take place June 7—10 in
Greenville, South Carolina, and these resources will help you stay informed about
the life and direction of our Conference.

As we move through this Easter season together, may you be continually
reminded that the risen Christ walks with you—bringing hope where there is
uncertainty, peace where there is worry, and new life where it is needed most. It
is truly a joy to serve alongside you at First Clover UMC, and | give thanks to God
for every one of you.

May God bless you richly this April, and may we continue to share in fruitful, life-
giving ministry together.

God Bless, Pastor Scott

FOREVER YOUNG & FRIENDS

Forever Young & Friends will meet on Thursday, April 30, 2026 in room 104 at 10:30.
We will not meet on April 23.

Happy Birthday to Our Homebound

Angels &%
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In April we celebrate the birthdays of Kirkie Gibson and Sarah Currence. <=



~W Altar Flowers s*%7%

The 2026 Flower Calendar is now in place on the bulletin board near the door to the
Missions & Fellowship Center. This is a lovely way to remember or honor your loved
one, or a special day, and is also a beautiful addition to our worship experience. If you
would like to provide flowers, please place your name beside the date(s) you would like
to reserve.

Billy Gallien Memorial Scholarship

The Billy Gallien Memorial Scholarship is available for students graduating high school
in the Class of 2026. To qualify students must be a member of FUMC Clover.
Applications are available in the church office. The deadline to return the applications
to the church office is April 17, 2026. Scholarship amounts will be based on the funding
available. For questions please cotact Renee Gallian 704-898-7602 /
rgbfhist@bellsouth.net

Nothing But Nurture-

Card Ministry- We will resume the Card Ministry on April 61" at 11:00am. Everyone
is welcome to help us in this meaningful ministry! Please let Denise Bono know if there
is someone we can add to our list.

Nurture Meeting - The next Nurture Team Meeting will be on April 9" at both
11:00am and 7:00pm. New ideas and new people are always welcome!

Notes on Missions-

Matthew 25:40 ‘Truly | tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did for me.’

We are called to be the hands and feet of Christ. As we approach each day, let us
look for ways to impact others for the Kingdom of God. One way you can do that
is by donating to the Food Project. Thank you to everyone who faithfully donated.
Please help us continue to support our neighbors in a way that reflects Christ's
compassion.



Children Ministry Events

e Parent's Night Out - Friday, April 24 - more information to come

e Vacation Bible School - June 14 -17 with dinner

After-School Tutor/Mentor Program

Our Wednesday after school tutoring program is growing and we really
need 2 more volunteers. If you enjoy helping children and can spare a
couple of hours, please contact Sherry Gibbs 910-269-7729.

Blood Drive

Our next drive will be held on June 26 in the Mission and
Fellowship Center.

Sign up today by logging on to:

oneblood.org/donate-now using Sponsor Code: 42679

Message from Samaritan's Purse

We praise God that Samaritan's Purse collected 12,205,900 Operation Christmas Child
shoebox gifts in 2025. Thank you for your faithful partnership to help take the Gospel
of Jesus Christ to the ends of the earth. We know these shoeboxes are a result of
numerous hours of planning, packing, and prayer that required a lot of support. We are
now 10 months away from National Collection Week.

The Evangelism and Mission Committee will be participating in Operation Christmas
Child shoeboxes this year with our Christmas in July event. So start thinking about
what you will want to purchase and hit those sales throughout the coming months.



Nursery Schedule April 2025

Enclosed is the nursery schedule for the upcoming fall months. | hope everyone had a
wonderful summer and that these autumn months will be full of blessings for you and
your families. If there is going to be a problem with a Sunday when you are scheduled,
and you aren't able to find someone to swap with, just let me know, and | will be take
care of getting it covered. As always, thank you all for your willingness to care for our
babies. You are such a blessing to them and their parents - and to me!

8:45 Sunday School 10:00 Service
04/05 Christine Payseur Jeannine Wyatt (803/810-2511)
Hope Long Ann Grindle (980/329-2984)
04/12 Hope Long April Suh
Hope Long
04/19 Charlotte Dowd Bob Gibbs
Hope Long Courtney Rogers
04/26 Sarah Dover Lindee Dover
Hope Long Sarah Dover
05/03 Christine Payseur Chris Wilson

Hope Long Hope Long

Note to My Special Church Family

Thank you for all the cards, phone calls and prayers. These meant R th.
so much to me. Please keep me in your prayers that | will receive o_,o ab‘f*

some vision in my eye. 'g =
Thank you again.  Love, Judy Bailes S &



First United Methodist Church

124 Bethel Street
Clover, SC 29710
(803) 222-3496
www.firstumcclover.org

Find us on
facebook

FUMC Staff

Reverend Scott Gilmer, Senior Pastor
Reverend J. Richard Gibson, Pastor Emeritus
Cheri King, Director of Music Ministries — cking@cloverfumc.com
Jay Oden, Organist & Pianist — jay.oden@gmail.com
Christine Payseur, Church Business / Technical Coordinator — cpayseur@cloverfumc.com
Shirley M. Davis, Administrative Assistant / Financial Secretary — sdavis@cloverfumc.com
Tracie Kite, Sexton — kitetracie@hotmail.com
Hope Long, Nursery Care Worker / Coordinator
Newsletter — suzr74@att.net
Anna Livingston, Lay Leader
Renee Gallien, Jason King, Judy Falls, Conference Lay Members
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