
Title: Paul The Prisoner Of Jesus Christ For Us! 

Text: Ephesians 3:1. 

Tonight we are only gonna focus on verse 1 about Paul being a prisoner for Jesus. 

Verse 1-
During his Roman imprisonment Paul was under house arrest. In the day he was free to move around the house with the supervision of soldiers, but every night he was chained to a soldier to make sure he did not escape before his trial before Caesar. 
He knew that Jesus was the Lord of his life, not the Roman government, so if he was a prisoner, he was Jesus’ prisoner.
The entire reason he was under arrest and awaiting trial was because of his missionary efforts on behalf of the Gentiles.
Paul suffered for the very truth he would explain to the Ephesians, and this did not make him back down one bit.
The last thing Paul wanted was people to feel sorry for him because he was imprisoned. 
He wanted his readers to realize that it was a benefit for them that he was a prisoner.
Paul was imprisoned over 5 years of his 35 year ministry.
Over 2 and half years in a literal jail cell. 
While in prison he wrote 4 epistles that are in the Bible today.
The Book of Ephesians.
The Book of Philippians.
The Book of Colossians.
The Book of Philemon.
PAUL WAS A PRISONER. 
He told the church’s not to think down on him for his chains or being in prison it was for the furtherance of the gospel.
Lots of times God takes our comfort away and makes us uncomfortable for the gospel sakes. 
The Bible says in Acts 26:29.
The Bible says in Philippians 1:12-14. 
The Bible says in Ephesians 6:20. 
The Bible says in Colossians 4:2-4&18. 
The Bible says in 2 Timothy 1:8-12. 
PAUL WAS PERSECUTED. 
The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 1:8-11.
The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 4:7-12.
The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 11:20-28. 
PAUL WAS PUT AWAY. 
The Bible says in 2 Timothy 4:9-18. 
PAUL WOULD PREVAIL. 
The Bible says in Philippians 1:19-26. 
Lastly…
The Apostle Paul isn’t the only one who suffered for Jesus and it cost them their life.
According to sources over 70 million people to date have suffered death for Jesus sake.
According to foxes book of the martyrs the early church leaders and disciples all suffered death. 
I want to share some.

Under Nero

Stephen

Stoned to death at Saul’s feet. 

James the Great

Beheaded about 10 years after Stephen in A.D. 44. 

Philip

He was scourged,
thrown into prison, and afterwards crucified, A.D. 54.

Matthew

The scene of his labors was Parthia, and Ethiopia, in which latter country he suffered martyrdom, being slain with a halberd in the city
of Nadabah, A.D. 60.

James the Less

He was elected to the oversight of the churches of Jerusalem; and was the author of the Epistle ascribed to James in the sacred canon. At the age of ninety-four he was beat and stoned by the Jews; and finally had his brains dashed out with a fuller's club.

Matthias

Of whom less is known than of most of the other disciples, was elected to fill the vacant place of Judas. He was stoned at Jerusalem and then beheaded.

Andrew

Was the brother of Peter. He preached the gospel to many Asiatic nations; but on his arrival at Edessa he was
taken and crucified on a cross, the two ends of which were fixed transversely in the ground. Hence the
derivation of the term, St. Andrew's Cross.

Mark

Mark was dragged to pieces by the people of Alexandria, at the great solemnity of Serapis their
idol, ending his life under their merciless hands.

Peter

Jerome saith that he was crucified, his
head being down and his feet upward, himself so requiring, because he was (he said) unworthy to be
crucified after the same form and manner as the Lord was.

Paul

The soldiers came and led him out of the city to the place of execution, where he, after his
prayers made, gave his neck to the sword.

Jude

The brother of James, was commonly called Thaddeus. He was crucified at Edessa, A.D. 72.

Bartholomew

Preached in several countries, and having translated the Gospel of Matthew into the language of
India, he propagated it in that country. He was at length cruelly beaten and then crucified by the
impatient idolaters.

Thomas

Called Didymus, preached the Gospel in Parthia and India, where exciting the rage of the pagan priests, he was martyred by being thrust through with a spear.

Luke

The evangelist, was the author of the Gospel which goes under his name. He travelled with Paul through various countries, and is supposed to have been hanged on an olive tree, by the idolatrous priests of Greece.

Simon

Surnamed Zelotes, preached the Gospel in Mauritania, Africa, and even in Britain, in which latter
country he was crucified, A.D. 74.

John

He was the only apostle who escaped a violent death.

Barnabas

Was of Cyprus, but of Jewish descent, his death is supposed to have taken place about A.D. 73.

Timothy 

Was martyred around A.D. 97 in Ephesus. He was reportedly beaten and stoned to death by a mob for preaching against a pagan festival.

Please buy the book Foxes Book Of The Martyrs and read what our brothers and sisters went through for believing in Jesus. 

Altar Call And Challenge- 

Will you come tonight and thank God for being able to share your faith in a free country and ask God to give you boldness to share it loud and proud for Jesus ? 

