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 Several weeks ago, I sat with a man named Edward and prayed for him 
as he was preparing the next day for a long bus trip down to San 
Antonio, Texas. He had apprehensions about going, but he said it would 
be his first opportunity to see his mother in over 8 years. I met Edward 
about a month before through the work of our Benevolence Fund. We 
supported Edward with a few hotel stays and cards for food as he tried to 
find a job in the Beaver Dam area, before he finally made the decision to 

travel back home. If you can, please say a prayer for Edward that God would be 
opening providential doors for him and a good welcome home. 
  
In the early days of the church, as the apostles began traveling far and wide with the 
good news of Jesus Christ, one of the other important tasks they continued to remind 
each other of was, “Remember the poor” (Gal.2:10). Just as Jesus’ preaching about 
the Kingdom of God came with tangible experiences (healings and miracles), 
Christians, as Jesus’ followers, must always seek by the Holy Spirit’s power that others 
would feel the gospel as well as hear it. This means, as individual Christians and as a 
church, we ask for attentiveness to where God may use us to help alleviate the burden 
of poverty, even in small ways. 
  
At FRC, our Benevolence Fund sees plenty of activity as it receives and sends out 
support for our Mission-of-the-Month offerings, the Thanksgiving offering and our 
regular pledges to missionaries, but as the Deacon Board has begun discussing this 
year, we’d like to connect the church more to the work of our “Local Needs” fund within 
our Benevolence. Last year, our Local Needs giving totaled $4,412, including hotel 
stays, gas and food cards, rent assistance, and contributions to families with sudden 
emergencies. For the first time, the Deacon Board has set itself a goal for Local Needs 
giving – to increase giving 20% in 2026 to $5,300. This means that in addition to 
people coming to us with needs, the Deacon Board wants to prayerfully keep eyes 
open over this year for perhaps a few more places where the Spirit is calling us to 
show Christ’s compassion. 
  
Even though Benevolence requires confidentiality, we are also seeking ways of 
keeping the church more up-to-date broadly on our ministry of addressing local needs 
– both needs within our church and in the community. After all, “the poor” is not just a 
group of unfortunate people over there but an experience that comes to many of us in 
different forms and at different times. For those who give to our Benevolence Fund, 
thank you, and we look forward to letting the church know more about how 
Benevolence work is going. And if you have any specific thoughts or ideas, please feel 
free to share them with one of our deacons. 
  
God’s Kingdom come, 
Pastor Luke 

REMINDER 
IMPORTANT DATES 
 
April 5     Easter Sunday 

April 7     Election Day 

May 10  Mother’s Day 
        Youth Sunday 
 
May 17    Promotion Sunday 

May 25    Memorial Day 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Happy Anniversary 
 
6   Tom & Linda Dykstra  (35th) 
9   Hugh & Jana Roberts  
 

If your birthday or anniversary is missing or  
wrong, contact Jana at 210-2784 or  

1strandolph office@gmail.com 

Happy Birthday 
 

1   Reuben Horton  
  Fred Saeman 
4   Dave Retzlaff 
6  Daniel Schumacher 
7   Berwyn Westra  
8  Renae Means  
9   Debra Wells Beekman 
  Harold DeYoung  
  Stan Holwerda 
  Travis Hahn 
10   Pastor Luke Baehr 
11   Jeff Vander Velde 
12     Debbie Schilling 
13   Scott Reed 
14   Karen Alderden  
  Casen Tietz 
  Kayah Tietz 
  KaeLynn Wilcox 
15  Jerry Westra  
18  Nola Van Dyke 
19  Roger Runkel  
20  Pam Bylsma 
  Jason Weaver 
22  Lauren Grieger 
         Cal VanBeek 
23   Mary Meyer 
24   Darlene Minnema 
25   Daryl Katsma 
28  Tom Dykstra 
  Travis Rose 
  Jayden Rose 
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 Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Memorial Day Service  
Monday, May 25 

9:30 a.m. Randolph Cemetery 

Happy Anniversary 
2   Ron & Shirley Schueler  
5  Bob & Anna Johnson 
11   Roger & Sue Scheenstra (40th) 
12     Pastor Luke & Joelle Baehr  
19  Ryan & Amber Alvin 
21  Jason and Jodi Wickstrom  
28   Seth & Heidi Braker (20th) 

 Happy Birthday 
 6  Heidi Braker 
  Dawn Stiemsma 
  7     Jim Jahn 
12  Matthew Roach 
13   Evan Anderson 
15   Sue Scheenstra 
  Erin Anderson 
16   Rita Hookstead 
  John Weaver 
17   Kathy Kok  
18   Emily Dykstra 
20    Andrew Roach 
22  Donna Dykstra  
24  Ron Schueler 
25  Karryl Carlin 
26  Joan Karow  
27  Gertrude Gaastra  
29   Randy Alsum 
  Tim Meekma  
30  Jim DeVries 
  Janet DeVries 
  Amy Jo Reed 

If your birthday or anniversary is missing or  
wrong, contact Jana at 210-2784 or  

1strandolph office@gmail.com 
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Present: Pastor Luke, John VerHage, Randy Paul, Deb Cupery, Hugh Roberts, Mike Grieger, Darren 
Alsum, Aaron Retzlaff, Kyle Roberts & Nick Leystra    DEVOTION & OPENING PRAYER – Deb Cupery 
 
CHURCH OFFICER REPORTS 
Pastor’s Report – Pastor Luke:   
-Focused on extra Lenten services and preparation for Holy Week 
-Making more time, especially on Mondays, for pastoral visits 
-Proposed having a regular review of church safety every two years. Further discussion postponed until next 
month 

 
Elders Report – Randy Paul 
-Planning this Sunday for baptism and receiving of the Wilcox family as new members 
 
TEAM REPORTS 
Finance Report – Kyle Roberts  
-General Fund:  $138,990.87  -Benevolent Fund: $29,403.63 (Gathering Place: $134,883.76)  
-Building Fund: $51,228.06 (Sign: $5,620.59)      -MSC to approve the Finance Report 
 
Education Report – Deb Cupery 
-Update from Shirley on youth group activities 
-Catechism ends on March 25 
-Youth Sunday set for April 26 (at FRC) 
-Discussed what further attention we can give to our education programs given that several of our new fami-
lies were drawn to FRC for its ministry to children 

 
Decorating Team – Mike Grieger 
-Amy Reed will be taking over decorating the bulletin board in the narthex 
 
Mission Report – Aaron Retzlaff 
-The Deacon Board has set a 2026 goal of contributing 
$5,300 (20% increase from last year) to local needs 

 
Property – Nick Leystra 
-MSC to approve PHE’s proposal for replacing the bro-
ken northside sewer pipe. Cost is $10,184 but will be 
completely paid for by an anonymous donor 

-Replaced water damaged ceiling in the original stairwell 
-Will be contacting a locksmith for replacing a defective 
lock on a main door and opening an old church safe 

-Will be receiving a quote on reglazing and caulking 
sanctuary stained glass windows 

-MSC to reverse a previous decision to remove the ce-
ment from the northwest doorway to the sidewalk. Ce-
ment will be replaced hopefully in coordination with the 
sewer project. 

-Renewed mowing/spraying contract with D&D 
-Will need to discuss trimming trees along High Steet in 
the near future 

 
 
 

March Consistory Minutes 

February 2026 Financial Report………. 
 
General Fund: 
Offerings          $18,502.00 
Disbursements           $17,137.50 
 
Benevolent Fund: 
General Offering      $     875.00   
Special Offering      $  2,600.00 
         
Disbursements  
Autumn Rain (Pollasch)   $      250.00 
CRU Emily Dykstra     $      325.00 
Fishers of Men      $      810.00 
Local Needs       $      412.95 
Gideons Intl       $      700.00 
Schillings        $        40.00 
Gathering Place      $17,772.83 
   
Building Fund:      $      352.50 
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Personnel Report – John Verhage 
-Checked in with all church employees 
-Daryl would like to hand off the job of overseeing the church heating/cooling schedule 
-Need clarification on who to contact for church use scheduling 
 
Music/Tech Report – Randy Paul 
-2026 Easter Cantata freewill offering will go to local food pantries 
-Sanctuary soundboard needs replacement 
-Contacted Nate Hall (Brandon, WI) to consult on sound for sanctuary and Gathering Place 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
-Need to find someone to clean church after June 20 wedding. Daryl and Dave Missall are unavailable on 
that date 

-Gathering Place Updates 
  Construction is complete, final touch ups scheduled 
  Furniture to be delivered March 16-20 
  Musicians have recommended an electric piano (Yamaha clavinova) 
  Approved a rental agreement (4 current rental requests pending) 
MSC to adjourn. Closing prayer offered by Pastor Luke   
 
 
 

 

 

 

Date Nursery Kids Church 

April 5 Deb Well No Kids Church 

April 12 Zoe Kok Niki VanBeek, Annika Reed & Abigail Stiemsma 

April 19 Stephanie Wilcox Kim  & Ariah Parks   Saige Pfeffer 

April 26 Lydia VanBuren Holly & Saige Pfeffer   Ariah Parks 

Date Nursery Kids Church 

May 3 Jamie Weaver Tessa Reed, Emma Grieger & Lydia VanBuren 

May 10 Annika Reed Emma Grieger, Annika Reed & Abigail Stiemsma 

May 17 Amy Vredeveld No Kids Church 

May 24 Bryelle Hollander No Kids Church 

May 31 Kayla Smith No Kids Church 

March Consistory Minutes Cont. 

Serving the Congregation 
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Cornerstone Schedule & Sisters Keepers 

              

SAVE THE DATE!  
Sisters Keepers 

Annual  Women’s Event 
 

“Are YOU Walking With  
Flip Flop Faith?” 
Saturday, May 16 

11:00 a.m. 
at  the Gathering Place 

 
Guest Speaker:   

Betsy Marvin 
Speaker, Coach, Podcaster 

 
 All are Welcome!! 

Special Event  - Sunday, April 12 

Date Activity 

April 5 Easter 

April 12 RCYF & Cornerstone Students 
Bowling at Tower Lanes 

Plan to be at church by 4:45 so we 
can leave for Beaver Dam by 5:00pm  

April 19 Plan for Youth Service 

April  26 Cornerstone End of the Year Party 

May 10 Youth Service  at First Reformed 

Thank You—A special thank you to Timothy 

VanBuren, William Wilcox, Sam Wilcox, Pastor Luke 
and Ron Schueler for helping with set up and take 
down of the tables for the Horse Figure Show at RCS. 
-Shirley Schueler 

Mariam Ibraheem was born in a Sudanese refugee camp and raised 

Christian after her Muslim father died in 2013, Sudanese authorities 

declared she was legally Muslim because of her father’s background 

and accused her of breaking the law by marrying a Christian man. 

She was ordered to abandon her faith, her marriage, and her child — 

or face punishment. Mariam refused every demand to deny Jesus. A 

Sharia court sentenced her to 100 lashes and death by hanging. 

Shackled tells the remarkable true story of Mariam Ibraheem, a brave 

young mother who risked her life rather than renounce her beliefs. 

She advocated for women facing gender-based mistreatment and for 

those enduring religious persecution. 

Come and be encouraged as Mariam testifies to God’s faithfulness in 
the midst of persecution. Her story is a powerful reminder that Christ 
sustains His people through every trial, and her courage will chal-
lenge and strengthen your own walk with Him. 

Everyone Is Welcome 
To hear Mariam’s Story on 

Sunday, April 12 at 10:30am 
at The Gathering Place 
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Youth Group Events & Summer News 

We have decided to do a few other things instead of a mission trip. We will be going to LifeFest July 

9–12, doing a few service projects, and spending a day in the Dells. 

ABOUT LIFEFEST—It is a celebration of Christian artists, along with many other activities. We 

would like to invite all young people in our church to join us. We have a campsite reserved 

(unfortunately, I booked late and could not get electricity or water supply. (It will be an adventure!). 

Not everyone has to stay the whole time, although it will be fun; you are welcome to come whenever 

it works for your schedule. 

-A male chaperone is needed for the afternoon and night and this can be split into shifts.  If any 

women are interested in going with me or coming during the day, please let me know. I am looking 

forward to a meaningful experience for all. 

-If anyone other than students would like to come for a day or for one of the concerts, feel free to 

check out where we are staying and join us for a meal or a snack. 

-Anyone else can come for a day or concert or visit our site and join us for a meal or snack. 

-More info about LifeFest, tickets, and parking is on the narthex shelf or available from Shirley. Let 

me know by April 19 if you want me to buy your tickets, or order directly on the LifeFest website. 

You're welcome to join even if you decide later. 

On March 19, Cornerstone created Resurrection Gardens. We began with a snack that everyone 
helped make and then enjoyed together. The group discussed the story of the stone being rolled 
away and celebrated that Jesus is alive—Alleluia! 
Next, we assembled our gardens in pie plates. As each item was added, we talked about its 
symbolism and what it represents at Easter: 

Dirt — Reminds us that we are formed from dust and will return to dust- Ash Wednesday      
Flower pot — Represents the tomb where Jesus was buried. 
Grass seed — Symbolizes new life. 
Large stone — Stands for the stone rolled away from the tomb, signifying Jesus’ resurrection. 
Cross — Represents Jesus dying on Good Friday for our sins. 
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Youth Group Fundraiser—Pizza Ranch 

The Youth Group 

would like to  thank 

everyone that 

came out and 

supported us at the 

Pizza Ranch.  We 

were able to raise $905 for our 

upcoming summer events. 
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April Bible Reading 
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May Bible Reading 
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 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 

2 

6pm Maundy 

Thursday 

Communion 

3 

6pm Good Fri-
day Service @ 
Courtland UM 
Church 

4 
8:30am Grief 
Share 

5 
9:00am Easter 
He is Risen! 
 
7pm Easter 
Cantata at 
Bethel CRC 

6 

6:30pm  
Women’s Bible 
Study  
Lesson 36 

7 
No Mark 
Bible Study 
 
6:30pm Prayer 
Team 

8 
5:30pm  

Galations Bible 

Study 

9 10 11 
8:30am Grief 
Share 

12 
9:00am  
Worship 
 
10:30am  
Miriam Ibrahim 
Presentation 

13 
 

14 
8:30am Mark 
Bible Study 

15 
5:30pm  

Galations Bible 

Study 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
8:30 am Grief 
Share 

19 
9:00am Easter 

 

20 
6:30pm Elder’s 
Meeting 
7pm Consistory 

21 
8:30am Mark 
Bible Study 

 

 

22 
5:30pm  

Galations Bible 

Study 

23 24 25 
8:30 am Grief 
Share 

26 
9:00am 
Worship 

 

27 
6:30pm  
Women’s Bible 
Study  
Lesson 37 

 

28 
8:30am Mark 
Bible Study 

 

 

29 
5:30pm  

Galations Bible 

Study 

30   
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 1 2 
8:30am Grief 
Share 

 
 
 

3 

9:00am 
Worship 

4 

 

5 
8:30am Mark 
Bible Study 
 
6:30pm Prayer 
Team 

6 

 

7 8 9 

8:30am Grief 

Share 

10 
9:00am 
 
Happy Mother’s 
Day 

11 
6:30pm Elder’s 
Meeting 
7pm Consistory 

12 
8:30am Mark 
Bible Study 
 
 

13 

 

14 15 16 

8:30am Grief 

Share 

17 
9:00am  
Promotion 
Sunday 

18 19 
8:30am Mark 
Bible Study 

 

 

20 

 

21 22 23 

 

26 
9:00am 
Worship 

27 
9:30am  

Memorial Day 

Service at  

Randolph  

Cemetery 

 

28 
8:30am Mark 
Bible Study 

 

 

29 30 31  


