
3rd Sunday of Easter - With One Voice​
April 19, 2026 – 8:15 & 10:45 am 

​
Accompanist                                                   Diane Rauser​ 
Liturgists​ 8:15 - John & Vickie /10:45 - Rynn & Erika  

  

ELW= the red hymn book under your seat.  Hymns are located 
in the back of the book. A black Bible is also located beneath 
your seat. 

† indicates stand as able 

Gathering 

Prelude  

Welcome 

† Confession and Forgiveness 
We confess our sins before God and one another.  

Merciful God, Give us the willingness to be honest with 
ourselves, with one another, and with you about the ways in 
which we have caused harm in this world. Give us the openness 
to see where our actions or failures to act have led to pain in 
those closest to us and in those far away. Do not let us sink 
further into self-harm through self-blame and hatred, but give us 
the courage to set right our wrongs, and to return to you again 
and again for forgiveness. 

The risen God has raised you to newness of life in Jesus’ 
name. You are in Christ a new creation, and God forgives you 
every wrong. Amen.  



† Gathering Hymn: I Love to Tell the Story                ELW 661 
I love to tell the story 
of unseen things above, 
of Jesus and his glory, 
of Jesus and his love. 
I love to tell the story, 
because I know it's true; 
it satisfies my longings 
as nothing else would do. 

Refrain 
I love to tell the story; 
'twill be my theme in glory 
to tell the old, old story 
of Jesus and his love. 

I love to tell the story: 
how pleasant to repeat 
what seems, each time I tell it, 
more wonderfully sweet! 
I love to tell the story, 
for some have never heard 
the message of salvation 
from God's own holy word. Refrain 

I love to tell the story, 
for those who know it best 
seem hungering and thirsting 
to hear it like the rest. 
And when, in scenes of glory, 
I sing the new, new song, 
I'll sing the old, old story 
that I have loved so long. Refrain 



 
Liturgy of the Word  

† Greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with 
you.  

† Kyrie ​  

 
† Hymn of Praise​
Refrain: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Refrain  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Refrain  

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

† Prayer of the Day  
God of mystery, You come to us in obvious and subtle ways, 
calling us into your work of love and service to you and our 
neighbors near and far. Help us to recognize you in all those 
we encounter, that we might know you are near, guiding and 
equipping us for the work ahead. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen.  
Acts 9: 1-19a 
1Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against 
the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked 
him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he 
found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might 
bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going along 
and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice 
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5He 
asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, 
whom you are persecuting. 6But get up and enter the city, 
and you will be told what you are to do.” 7The men who were 
traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the 



voice but saw no one. 8Saul got up from the ground, and 
though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led 
him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9For three 
days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 10Now 
there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord 
said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, 
Lord.” 11The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street 
called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of 
Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12and he 
has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay 
his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13But 
Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this 
man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 
14and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all 
who invoke your name.” 15But the Lord said to him, “Go, for 
he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name 
before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 16I 
myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake 
of my name.” 17So Ananias went and entered the house. He 
laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord 
Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me 
so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” 18And immediately something like scales fell from his 
eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was 
baptized, 19and after taking some food, he regained his 
strength.  
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 



† Gospel Verse  

† Gospel Reading: Matthew 6: 24 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 6th chapter. 
Glory, to you, O Lord. 
24[Jesus said,] “No one can serve two masters; for a slave 
will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to 
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
wealth.”  

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children's Sermon ​ Kelly Ahrens 

Sermon​ Pastor Beth Wartick 

† Hymn of the Day: Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies​
                                                                            ELW 553​
Christ, whose glory fills the skies,​
Christ, the true and only light,​
Sun of righteousness, arise,​
triumph o'er the shades of night;​
Dayspring from on high, be near;​
Daystar, in my heart appear. 



Dark and cheerless is the morn​
unaccompanied by thee;​
joyless is the day's return,​
till thy mercy's beams I see,​
till they inward light impart,​
glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 

Visit then this soul of mine,​
pierce the gloom of sin and grief;​
fill me, radiancy divine,​
scatter all my unbelief;​
more and more thyself display,​
shining to the perfect day. 

† Apostles’ Creed​  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,​

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
​ who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,​  
​ born of the virgin Mary,  
​ suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
​ was crucified, died, and was buried;  
​ he descended to the dead. ​

On the third day he rose again; ​
he ascended into heaven, ​
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,​
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, ​
the holy catholic Church, ​
the communion of saints, ​
the forgiveness of sins, ​
the resurrection of the body, ​
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 



† Prayers of Intercession  
With renewed confidence in God’s power and love, we pray for 
the church, the world, and all in need.  

O God, you choose and use the most unlikely people for your 
work. Show us the path you have prepared for us, and give 
us all strength and courage to follow. God of new life, Hear 
our prayer.  

As we celebrate Earth Day and Month, we look to the natural 
world as our teacher and life-giver. Guide us in creative and 
compassionate ways to preserve the ecosystems with which 
we are so closely intertwined. God of new life, Hear our 
prayer.  

Disrupt leaders and laws that oppress and harm the 
powerless. Open the eyes of thoughtless leaders to the 
consequences of selfish action, that they might change not 
only their own ways, but the direction of societies in favor of 
the flourishing of all. God of new life, Hear our prayer.  

Be with those who minister to the sick and the dying. Give 
hope to the suffering, and remind them that you hold them, 
suffer with them, and share their challenging journey, 
especially Janet and Brian. God of new life, Hear our prayer.  

Following the trail blazed by the earliest carriers of the Good 
News, we take our place in the line of redeemed saints 
whose joy it is to praise your name forever. God of new life, 
Hear our prayer.  

Hear all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, and gather them 
into your loving arms, for the sake of our risen savior, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 



† Peace 

Liturgy of the Meal  

Offering: RLC Ministry relies on your generosity. 
You can make a gift in support of our ministry by 
placing it in the offering plates as they are 
passed, or by scanning the QR to give securely 
online.  Thank you for your faithful stewardship. 

Offering Prayer 
Holy God, Jesus was clear that we cannot serve both you and 
wealth. Accept these gifts out of our financial possessions as 
a sign that you are our God and our gifts are to be used in 
service to you and our neighbor. Bless them for this holy work 
in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

† Great Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

   ​It is right to give our thanks and praise. ​   

† Proper Preface  
It is indeed right…join their unending hymn:  

† Holy, Holy, Holy 

 



† Eucharistic Prayer  

† Lord’s Prayer / Padrenuestro​   
Our Father in heaven,​ Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo,​
hallowed be your name,​ santificado sea tu nombre.​
your kingdom come,​ Venga tu reino. 
your will be done,​ Hágase tu voluntad​
on earth as in heaven.​ en la tierra como en el cielo.​
Give us today our daily bread.​ Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día.​
Forgive us our sins​ Perdona nuestras ofensas​
as we forgive those​ como también nosotros​
who sin against us.​ perdonamos a los que nos ofenden.​
Save us from the time of trial​ No nos dejes caer en tentación​
and deliver us from evil.​ y líbranos del mal.​
For the kingdom, the power,​ Porque tuyo es el reino, tuyo es​
and the glory are yours,    ​ el poder y tuya es la gloria, 
now and forever.  Amen.​ ahora y siempre. Amén. 

Communion 
If you are communing from home, receive the bread with 
these words “The Body of Christ given for you” and the 
wine/juice with “The blood of Christ shed for you.”  

 



Communion Song: Lamb of God 

 
Communion Hymn:  All Are Welcome​ ELW 641 

Let us build a house where love can dwell 
and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

Refrain: 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 

Let us build a house where prophets speak, 
and words are strong and true, 
where all God's children dare to seek 
to dream God's reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 



and as symbol of God's grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: Refrain 

Let us build a house where love is found 
in water, wine and wheat: 
a banquet hall on holy ground 
where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
is revealed in time and space; 
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: Refrain 

Let us build a house where hands will reach 
beyond the wood and stone 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 
and live the Word they've known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger 
bear the image of God's face; 
let us bring an end to fear and danger: Refrain 

Let us build a house where all are named, 
their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 
as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: Refrain 

Post-Communion Blessing  
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace.  Amen.  

Sending  

Announcements 



† Blessing  
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior 
Jesus Christ fill your hearts; and the life of the Spirit 
☩ bless you and give you peace.  Amen. 

† Sending Hymn:  Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service                     
                                                                                            ELW 712​
Lord, whose love in humble service​
bore the weight of human need,​
who upon the cross, forsaken,​
worked your mercy's perfect deed:​
we, your servants, bring the worship​
not of voice alone, but heart;​
consecrating to your purpose​
ev'ry gift which you impart. 

Still your children wander homeless;​
still the hungry cry for bread;​
still the captives long for freedom;​
still in grief we mourn our dead.​
As you, Lord, in deep compassion​
healed the sick and freed the soul,​
by your Spirit send your power​
to our world to make it whole. 

As we worship, grant us vision,​
till your love's revealing light​
in its height and depth and greatness​
dawns upon our quickened sight,​
making known the needs and burdens​
your compassion bids us bear,​
stirring us to ardent service,​
your abundant life to share. 



Called by worship to your service,​
forth in your dear name we go,​
to the child, the youth, the aged,​
love in living deeds to show;​
hope and health, good will and comfort,​
counsel, aid and peace we give,​
that your servants, Lord, in freedom​
may your mercy know and live. 

† Dismissal  
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude  
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