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Welcome to Saint Paul!  
We are happy to have you here! 

 

How to know when to stand, sit, or speak 
Whenever you see an asterisk (*) at a heading, you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are not required to stand, so if, for health or emotional reasons you cannot or do 

not wish to stand, that is okay.  You are invited to speak the words printed in bold type. 
 

How to sing hymns in harmony 
To save space in printing the bulletin, we usually limit what is printed to the melody. If 

you’d like to sing in harmony, the hymn numbers are listed in our bulletin so you can 

open the red books in the pews (called ELWs).  
 

We are an Open Communion Congregation 
This means that any Christian who has received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is 

invited to receive Holy Communion.  
 

How to financially support us 
Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside 

door to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex 

near the entrance of the sanctuary. 

 

A note on Communion Wafers 
To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it 

possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerance to be able to 

eat the Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads 

and are known as “Low Gluten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts 

of gluten. However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much 

gluten is in them. Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain 

15ppm gluten or less (The US FDA defines most food products with 20ppm or less as “gluten 

free”). Use the QR Code and look for the link that gives the most recent test results. 

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten-free wafers available upon request.  

 

 

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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Gathering 
The Gathering for worship began when you started readying yourself for worship. 

 

Introduction to the day 
Have you ever walked away from something — a loss, a disappointment, a hope that didn't 

pan out — and felt the world go gray? The two disciples on the road to Emmaus knew that 

feeling. They were done. But the risen Christ walked alongside them in their grief and opened 

their eyes at the table. That is why we are here: because Christ still meets us in our own 

Emmaus moments — in the Word proclaimed and the bread broken. 
 

Prelude – Out of consideration for our musicians, please refrain from talking during the prelude. You 

are encouraged to use this time to breathe and center yourself. 
 

*Paschal Greeting   
L: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
A: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

*Confession and forgiveness 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

P: Let us pray: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
A: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

P Most merciful God, A: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn: “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright”        (ELW 384) 

 
 

*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.      A: And also with you.   
 

Hymn OF PRAISE  

 



5 

 

 



6 

 

*Prayer of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you.  A: And also, with you. 
 

P: Let us pray, O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of 

bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. A: Amen. 

Word 
First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
During Easter the first reading is always from the Acts of the Apostles. This week’s continues 

Peter’s sermon to the crowd on Pentecost, after it had gathered in wonder that they could 

understand the apostles in their own languages 
 

14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the 

crowd]: 36 “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has 

made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

 

  37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the 

other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent and be 

baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, 

and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you, for your 

children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to 

him.” 40 And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save 

yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 So those who welcomed his message were 

baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.          

         R: The word of the Lord.   A: Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm: 116:1-4, 12-19 
This psalm is the amazed and joyful song of those – like the crowd at Pentecost and like us – 

who discover that their sins have not put them outside God’s fervent love. 
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Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:17-23 
Throughout Easter the second reading will be from 1 Peter, a sermon given to the newly 

baptized. This week’s reading includes a passage Luther quoted in his Small Catechism’s 

explanation of the second article of the creed, using the image of our salvation as the 

payment of a ransom. 

 
17 If you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each person’s 

work, live in fear during the time of your exile. 18 You know that you were ransomed 

from the futile conduct inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like 

silver or gold 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect 

or blemish. 20 He was destined before the foundation of the world but was revealed at 
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the end of the ages for your sake. 21 Through him you have come to trust in God, who 

raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your trust and hope are in God. 

  22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you 

have genuine mutual affection, love one another deeply from the heart. 23 You have 

been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and 

enduring word of God.            R: The word of the Lord.  A: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

*Gospel Acclamation  

 
   

*Gospel Reading: Luke 24:13-35 
While .the Gospel readings during this year are normally from Matthew, today we hear from 

Luke the longest description of a post-resurrection appearance. According to Luke, two men 

in shining clothes had told three women at Jesus’ tomb that he had been raised. When the 

women tell this news to the apostles, they are not believed. So, in Luke’s gospel, this story is 

the first appearance of the resurrected Jesus. 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.  
A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13 Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about 

seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that 

had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and 

went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to 

them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, 

looking sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the 

only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in 

these days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of 

Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the 
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people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to 

death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, 

and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, 

some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this 

morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there they came back and told us that 

they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those 

who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they 

did not see him.” 25 Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of 

heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the 

Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then beginning 

with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all 

the scriptures. 

  28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he 

were going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost 

evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he 

was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to 

them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished from 

their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he 

was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33 That same 

hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their 

companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he 

has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road and how he 

had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.                                           

            P: The gospel of the Lord.  A: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
 

Sermon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



10 

 

*Hymn of the Day: “O Christ Who Walked Emmaus' Way!!”      

 
 

*Invitation to Baptism 
 

*Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
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On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

*Prayers of Intercession 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let 

us pray for the needs of all creation, thinking of people and places in need of prayer. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

L: Living Savior, just as you journeyed with the disciples to Emmaus, accompany us on 

our journey of faith. Gather us at your table, that we recognize you in the breaking of 

the bread. Merciful God, A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Almighty God, you provide for the needs of all creation. Bless the fields that are being 

prepared for planting, and send favorable weather so that the soil may yield an 

abundant harvest. Merciful God, A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: God of justice, where leaders abuse power, confront them and call them to 

repentance. Where there is corruption, bring integrity; where there is violence, sow 

peace. Merciful God, A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Healing Savior, your resurrection brings hope to a hurting world. Heal those who are 

sick (especially). Strengthen the weary, give courage to the despairing, and comfort the 

dying. Merciful God, A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Gracious One, you have made us your own through the gift of baptism. Unite us in 

genuine love for one another and uphold this community in your name. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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L: Eternal Light, we give thanks for Olavus and Laurentius Petri, Marilyn Niemann, Paul 

Anderson, Joelle Ferguson, Layton B. Jones, Louise Henry, and all who have nurtured 

your church’s life in ages past. Bring us at last with them to the brightness of your 

glorious presence. Merciful God, A: receive our prayer. 
 

L; God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 

new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. A: Amen. 
 

*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  

Meal 
Offering 
 

Musical Offering 
 

* Offertory  

 
*Offering Prayer 
L: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a 

table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. 

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us 

and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, A: Amen. 
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*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
* DIALOGUE 

 

 
 

*PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 

Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has 

destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene 

and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
 

*Sanctus 
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*Thanksgiving at the Table 
P: Holy, living, and loving God, 

we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, 

for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, 

and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 

We give you thanks for Jesus 

who, living among us, 

healed the sick, 

fed the hungry, 

and with a love stronger than death, 

gave his life for others. 

In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Through our remembrance we proclaim the mystery of our faith  
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

Remembering, therefore, 

his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 

we await your promised life for all this dying world. 
A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 

carry us in your arms from death to life, 

that we may live as your chosen ones, 

clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
A: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.  

Through him all glory and honor is yours,  

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,  

in your holy Church,  

both now and forever. A: Amen.  Alleluia! 
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*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus has taught us 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those  

who sin against us. 
Lead us not into time of trial,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*Invitation to Communion   
P: Come to the table of new life.  Receive the risen Lord. 
 

 
*Lamb of God  
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Communion  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  A: Amen.    

 

*Communion Hymn – “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!”                      (ELW 377) 
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*Post-Communion Blessing  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strength and keep you, body, mind, and 

soul, now and unto eternal life. A: Amen 
 

*Post-Communion Canticle – Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise (ELW 207) 

 
 

*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are 

making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, 

and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, A: Amen. 

 
Sending 

 

*Sending of communion 
 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  
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*Charge to the People  
 

*Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and 

the Son, ☩ and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 
 

*Sending hymn: “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain”        (ELW 363) 
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Dismissal  
L: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
A: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

L: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
A: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Postlude 
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Serving Today 
Worship Leader...….……………………………………….Pastor Paul Tomkiel  

Assisting Minister…………………………………………..Lauren Tingle 

Musician.……………………………………………............. Jacob Heller 

Sacristan……………………………………………………..…Ann Reede 

Reader……………………………………………………………Jeff Muthler 

 

About St. Paul 
Purpose 

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 
 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, where we gather for 

worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous 

siblings who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and call it their home.  
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