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“Outside In” (The Mount Series - Ep. l)

In Matthew 5:17-48, Jesus Christ takes us deeper than behaviour. He goes
after the heart. He moves us from the Outside In.

Jesus isn't just giving rules here, He's revealing this “outside in” kind of
person that we're called to be who belongs to God'’s Kingdom.

“Jesus is reframing righteousness from the outside to the inside.”
-Steven MacDonald

“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not
murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.” 22 But | tell
you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to
judgment.” Matthew 5:21-22a

God cares more about our inner life, not just our outward compliance.

Instead of try harder to be perfect, you need a new heart, and Jesus
gives it.

“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” Matthew 5:48
Jesus begins to take our understanding of success, achievement, goals and

begins to turn it all around.

1. Jesus Came to the Standard, Not Lower it.

“Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have
not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” Matthew 5:17

“Jesus is saying, “I am the one the whole story has been pointing to.”

-N.T. Wright

2. Jesus Calls Us to a Kind of

“For | tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees
and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the Kingdom of
Heaven.” Matthew 5:20

“The Kingdom is already - but not yet.” -N.T. Wright

3. Jesus Goes After the
. (vs. 21-26)
J (vs. 27-28)

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.” 28 But |
tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed
adultery with her in his heart.” Matthew 5:27-28

(vs. 29-30)

“If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away.
It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to
be thrown into hell.” Matthew 5:29

. (vs. 33-37)

“All you need to say is simply “Yes’ or ‘No’; anything beyond this comes
from the evil one.” Matthew 5:37

. (vs. 38-42)

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.” 39 But
| tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right
cheek, turn to them the other cheek also.” Matthew 5:38-39

, Not Just the Fruit.

¢ Radical

. Your Enemies (vs. 43-47)

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbour and hate your
enemy.” 44 But | tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you...” Matthew 5:43-44

4. It's About , Not Just Doing.
“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” Matthew 5:48

In this Kingdom vision of a transformed life, anger turns into reconciliation,
lust turns into honour, revenge turns into grace, and enemies are met
with love.

All scripture is from the New International Version unless otherwise note.
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In Matthew 5:17-48, Jesus Christ takes us deeper than behaviour. He goes
after the heart. He moves us from the Outside In.

Jesus isn't just giving rules here, He's revealing this “outside in” kind of
person that we're called to be who belongs to God'’s Kingdom.

“Jesus is reframing righteousness from the outside to the inside.”
-Steven MacDonald

“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not
murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.” 22 But | tell
you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to
judgment.” Matthew 5:21-22a

God cares more about our inner life, not just our outward compliance.

Instead of try harder to be perfect, you need a new heart, and Jesus
gives it.

“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” Matthew 5:48
Jesus begins to take our understanding of success, achievement, goals and
begins to turn it all around.

1. Jesus Came to Fulfill the Standard, Not Lower it.

“Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have
not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” Matthew 5:17

“Jesus is saying, “I am the one the whole story has been pointing to.”
-N.T. Wright
2. Jesus Calls Us to a Different Kind of Righteousness.

“For | tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees
and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the Kingdom of
Heaven.” Matthew 5:20

“The Kingdom is already - but not yet.” -N.T. Wright

3. Jesus Goes After the Root, Not Just the Fruit.
* Anger (vs. 21-26)

e Lust (vs. 27-28)

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.” 28 But |
tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed
adultery with her in his heart.” Matthew 5:27-28

* Radical Action (vs. 29-30)

“If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away.
It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to
be thrown into hell.” Matthew 5:29

* Truthfulness (vs. 33-37)

“All you need to say is simply “Yes’ or ‘No’; anything beyond this comes
from the evil one.” Matthew 5:37

* Retaliation (vs. 38-42)

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.” 39 But
| tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right
cheek, turn to them the other cheek also.” Matthew 5:38-39

* Love Your Enemies (vs. 43-47)

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbour and hate your
enemy.” 44 But | tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you...” Matthew 5:43-44

4. It's About Becoming, Not Just Doing.

“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” Matthew 5:48
In this Kingdom vision of a transformed life, anger turns into reconciliation,

lust turns into honour, revenge turns into grace, and enemies are met
with love.

All scripture is from the New International Version unless otherwise note.



