
My response to today’s message

Information without application falls short of God’s best for us.  He wants us to apply what we learn so that we will change and grow, becoming more like Christ.  The following questions are for personal and group study to move us from hearing the message to living a life of joy.

1) Read Ecclesiastes 4:1.  How do you feel when you look again at the injustice in our world?

2) The reality is that life is unfair.  Read and review the examples from Ecclesiastes.  What specific examples can you point to (personal, local, national, international) that illustrate the truth of these texts?

3) Read and review the reasons why God allows unfairness and injustice.  Which reason is the easiest to accept and apply?  Why?  Which is the most difficult to accept and apply?  Why?  In times like these when people are asking, Why does God let it happen?, how can you communicate these reasons to others and “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have” (2 Peter 3:15)?

4) What should our reaction and response be to unfairness and injustice?  Review and apply the three biblical responses.  How do you plan to personally apply these principles?  

5) How do you reconcile the apparent paradox that Life isn’t fair, but God is good?  What hope and encouragement do you find in this truth? 
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Remember: God has your best interest at heart. He’s given you the freedom of choice – to choose good or evil. God has set the precedent of dealing with injustice by sending His Son to die on behalf of those who rejected Him.  He took the hurt in order to resolve the hurt.  It is on that basis that fully devoted followers of Jesus can rightly respond to unfairness and injustice.  (see Ephesians 4:31-32 and Romans 12:14-21)

Pray with and for one another in your small group, focusing on how you can implement the simple, three step outreach strategy of Prayer—Care–Share this week as we strive to know Christ and make Him known.

What is the main thing that God has impressed upon you today?

What are you going to do about it? 

Remember:  The smallest obedient act is better than the greatest intention.







Welcome to Focus Church—a Christ-centered community learning to follow Jesus with purpose and passion.  Our mission is to know Christ and make Him known – to follow Jesus fully through biblical teaching, authentic relationships, joyful worship, and compassionate service. Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here.

Guests:  Please complete a “Connect Card” and pick up a blue gift bag as our “thank you” for being with us today.
 
Sunday, April 12
9am – Adult Sunday School – a study in Matthew’s Gospel
10am – Worship Celebration

Church Office & Mailing Address
10475 Crosspoint Blvd Ste 250
Indianapolis, IN 46256-3387
317-813-5996   https://www.myfocuschurch.com/

Would you like to experience and enjoy peace with God and share His peace with others? Go to peacewithgod.net to learn more.



TODAY’S MESSAGE, APRIL 12, 2026
SERIES: For Such A Time As This
“When Life Isn’t Fair” (Ecclesiastes 4:1)
Brian Boone, Lead Pastor  


I looked again at all the injustice that goes on in this world.
(Ecclesiastes 4:1, GN)


THE REALITY: ____________________________________________

· criminals go unpunished

Why do people commit crimes?  Because crime is not punished quickly enough.  (8:11, GN)

· the oppressed are unhelped

Then I looked again at all the injustice that goes on in this world.  The oppressed were crying and no one would help them… their oppressors had power on their side.  (4:1, GN)

· politicians are unethical 

If you see… miscarriage of justice anywhere throughout the land, don’t be surprised!  For every official is under orders from higher up, and the higher officials look up to their superiors.  And so the matter is lost in red tape and bureaucracy. (5:8, LB)

Here is an injustice I have seen… an injustice caused by rulers.  Stupid people are given positions of authority. (10:5-6, GN)

· good people are unrewarded 

There is something else meaningless… righteous men who get what the wicked deserve and wicked men who get what the righteous deserve.  (8:14)

· capable people are unsuccessful 

In this world fast runners do not always win the races… wise men don’t always earn a living, intelligent men don’t always get rich, and capable men don’t always rise to high positions.  (9:11)                                                                                           




THE REASON: ____________________________________________

    1) Because ______________________________________________

        (God says) “I am giving you the choice between a blessing and a 
         curse…”  (Deut. 11:26)

    
     2) Because ______________________________________________
 
           In due season God will judge everything man does, both good and
           bad.  (Eccl. 3:17, LB)


     3) To show us ___________________________________________

         There is no one on earth who does what is right all the time and 
         never sins.  (Eccl. 7:20)

         God is letting the world go on its sinful way so that he can test 
         mankind, and so that men will see that they are no better than 
         beasts.  (Eccl. 3:18, LB)

           We all have sinned… yet now God declares us “not guilty”… if we 
          trust in Jesus Christ who freely takes away our sins.  
                                                                                         (Rom. 3:23-24, LB)

    4) Because ______________________________________________

          …suffering produces character…  (Rom. 5:4)


MY RESPONSE: __________________________________________

    1) ______________________________________________________

         (Jesus says)  “In the world you will have trouble.”  (John 16:33)

     2) ______________________________________________________
    
          Learn to do right.  See that justice is done, help those who are 
         oppressed.  (Isaiah 1:17)

     3) ______________________________________________________

           These… temporary troubles are winning for us a permanent 
          reward out of all proportion to our pain.  (2 Cor. 4:17, Ph)
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