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Kids under 10: “what do you know about love?” Here are some of their responses:
· One little boy said, “Well, I know that you’re shot with an arrow in the beginning, but then after that it’s not supposed to hurt anymore.”
· Another said, “I think it has something to do with the way you smell. That’s why deodorant is so popular.” 
· Another little guy shared some practical advice. He said, “One of you should know how to write a check because you can have loads of love, but you still got to pay the bills.”
· Another boy said, “It’s ok to kiss your mom. But if it’s somebody new, you have to ask their permission.” 
· But this response is my favorite. One boy said, “Don’t forget your wife’s name because that will mess everything up.” 

PAUSE
Today, we’re jumping back into our journey through the book of Ruth and if you’ve been tracking along through this series, you may be wondering, “where is this sermon going?”
In chapter 2, there’s obviously a development of warmth and affection between Boaz and Ruth, but at the end of the second act, the narrator leaves us wondering what’s going to happen next in the story.
· Will the relationship blossom or will it fade?
· But more importantly, we’re left wondering about the significance of it all? 
· What was Samuel communicating to his original readers and what is God communicating us today?
· These are the questions we will attempt to answer as we work through chapter 3.

So, let’s pick up where we left off two weeks ago and follow the three main characters as they move forward in their relationships with God and then we’ll take a step back and marvel at how this story points us to Jesus.

So, let’s jump into…
Ruth 3:1-6 NLT One day Naomi said to Ruth, “My daughter, it’s time that I found a permanent home for you, so that you will be provided for. 2 Boaz is a close relative of ours, and he’s been very kind by letting you gather grain with his young women. Tonight he will be winnowing barley at the threshing floor. 3 Now do as I tell you—take a bath and put on perfume and dress in your nicest clothes. Then go to the threshing floor, but don’t let Boaz see you until he has finished eating and drinking. 4 Be sure to notice where he lies down; then go and uncover his feet and lie down there. He will tell you what to do.” 5 “I will do everything you say,” Ruth replied. 6 So she went down to the threshing floor that night and followed the instructions of her mother-in-law.

I. Naomi
The third act in the book of Ruth begins with Naomi in the spotlight. And at first glance, she kind of seems like a stereotypical scheming mother-in-law, who’s just determined that her plans will succeed.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  David Jackman and Lloyd J. Ogilvie, Judges, Ruth, vol. 7, The Preacher’s Commentary Series (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Inc, 1991), 330.] 


But Naomi isn’t scheming, she’s carrying out her parental duty to Ruth.
In those days, it was customary for Hebrew parents to arrange marriages for their children (Jud. 14:1–10).[footnoteRef:2] [2:  John W. Reed, “Ruth,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 424.] 

· And since Ruth had no family beyond Naomi, Naomi takes on the matchmaking responsibility.

She knew there was warmth and affection between Boaz and Ruth. 
· She heard about their lunch dates in the field throughout the harvest, she noticed that Boaz liked and commented on all of Ruth’s Facebook posts, and she saw the smile on his face every evening when he walked her home after work.

But Naomi also knew that Boaz was a close relative — a kinsman-redeemer.
· Church, this is one of the keys to making sense of what’s going on in this story.

The term kinsman-redeemer comes from a Hebrew verb which means “to buy back.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  John D. Barry et al., Faithlife Study Bible (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2012, 2016).] 

According to Levitical provision, a kinsman redeemer was a close relative responsible for rescuing family members in distress.
· If relatives became so poor that they had to sell their land or themselves as slaves, the kinsman redeemer was responsible for buying back their land or purchasing their freedom. This practice is outline in Leviticus 25:25-55.
· But also, in certain situations, a kinsman-redeemer could marry a childless widow to continue the family line. This practice is outlined in Deuteronomy 25, and it aimed to provide a child for the deceased, ensuring his family name and inheritance continued, while also providing stability for the widow.

Most likely, there were other men who would gladly have married Ruth (v. 10), but they could not have redeemed her. Only a kinsman could do that, and Boaz met the requirements.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Warren W. Wiersbe, Be Committed, “Be” Commentary Series (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1993), 40.] 

· A redeemer had to be a near kinsman (related by blood) and capable of paying the price (ability). Boaz was both. 
· The only question was whether Boaz was willing to do it.
· Naomi had hoped that Ruth would walk through the door one evening with a big diamond on her finger, but the harvest season had come to an end and Boaz hadn’t made his move.

So, Naomi put together a plan and since she had probably been preparing for this proposal for weeks, she knew the exact day and time that Boaz would be at the threshing floor.
The people of Bethlehem took turns using the threshing floor which was usually a raised platform outside the village on a hillside where it could catch the evening breeze.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Wiersbe, Be Committed, 44.] 

· And they’d pile the sheaves on the threshing floor and then it would be trodden over by a team of oxen to separate the husks from the kernels.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Reed, “Ruth,” 424.] 

· Then in winnowing, the farmers would toss the threshed grain into the air with a pitchfork. The breeze blew the lighter chaff away (it was later retrieved to be used as fodder), while the grain fell back to the threshing floor.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Victor Harold Matthews, Mark W. Chavalas, and John H. Walton, The IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament, electronic ed. (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000), Ru 3:2.] 


It sounds like work, but it was a time of festivity and rejoicing.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Reed, “Ruth,” 424.] 

· And we can only imagine the mood surrounding this harvest.
· If you remember from chapter 1, there had been a terrible famine in the land and if we align the book of Ruth with the book of Judges, it’s likely that this is the first crop Israel has experienced in seven years.
· No wonder Boaz was spending the night guarding his crops. 
· Naomi knew that he’d been waiting for this for 7 years.

But before rushing off to the threshing floor, Naomi tells Ruth to wash, put on perfume, and her best dress which is the Hebrew way of saying, “Ruth, you need to get all dolled up.”[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Robert L. Hubbard, The Book of Ruth, The New International Commentary on the Old Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1988), 201.] 

· She was to curl her hair, get a manicure, and put on lots of deodorant because just as third-grade boys will tell you, “It’s important that you smell good.”

Then, after getting dolled up, Ruth was to go down to the threshing floor and wait for Boaz to finish his supper.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Hubbard, The Book of Ruth, 202.] 

· Naomi doesn’t tell Ruth to wait until Boaz is drunk. Throughout this book Boaz is presented as a man of character.
· She simply tells Ruth to wait until he has his belly full and is in good spirits. The Hebrew could be translated, “wait until he’s content.”
· “It hit the spot.”

Timeless advice, right? But then, there’s a strange detail in verse 4…
Ruth 3:4 NLT Be sure to notice where he lies down; then go and uncover his feet and lie down there. He will tell you what to do.

Sadly, some want to interpret Naomi’s instruction here as illicit and immoral, charged with sexual overtones.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Daniel Isaac Block, Judges, Ruth, vol. 6, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1999), 685.] 

· But nothing in the passage supports this kind of interpretation.
· Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz are presented as people of character and integrity.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Reed, “Ruth,” 424–425.] 


We know from the Mishna, which is a commentary on Jewish customs and laws, that a man was forbidden to act as kinsman redeemer toward a Gentile woman he had already been sexually involved with outside of marriage.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  https://www.wisdomonline.org/teachings/ruth-lesson-06?_tag_jsz=1] 

· And how could Boaz bless Ruth for her action (v. 10) and characterize her as a supremely noble woman (v. 11) if she was seeking dishonor God’s standard for sexuality and marriage?[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Block, Judges, Ruth, 686–687.] 


Stephen Davey said, “It’s like the old rhyme, First comes love. Then comes marriage. Then comes a baby in the baby carriage. That’s pretty good theology and it also happens to remain the progression God designed to protect both women and men.” 

There is no suggestion in the text that Ruth’s actions are to be interpreted sexually or that anything lurid is happening here.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Block, Judges, Ruth, 686.] 

· Naomi tells Ruth to pull the blanket off Boaz’s feet which would expose them to the night air knowing that eventually he’d wake up with cold feet.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Hubbard, The Book of Ruth, 204.] 


What Naomi didn’t know was how Boaz would respond. Her statement, “he will tell you what to do,” could also be rendered something like, “at that point, it’s in God’s hands!”[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Jason Driesbach, “Ruth,” in Cornerstone Biblical Commentary: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, ed. Philip W. Comfort, Cornerstone Biblical Commentary (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 2012), 533.] 

· But under the cover of night, Ruth could propose and Boaz would have the opportunity to reject her proposal if he chose, without embarrassing her and without the whole town knowing about it.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Reed, “Ruth,” 425.] 


PAUSE
It was a bold plan. But one thing is for certain. Naomi was not passive. She didn’t sit back and say, “whatever happens, happens.” She took the initiative, but she followed the direction which she believed God was already leading.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  David Jackman and Lloyd J. Ogilvie, Judges, Ruth, vol. 7, The Preacher’s Commentary Series (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Inc, 1991), 334–335.] 


If we keep reading the narrator tells us that…
Ruth 3:7-9 NLT After Boaz had finished eating and drinking and was in good spirits, he lay down at the far end of the pile of grain and went to sleep. Then Ruth came quietly, uncovered his feet, and lay down. 8 Around midnight Boaz suddenly woke up and turned over. He was surprised to find a woman lying at his feet! 9 “Who are you?” he asked. “I am your servant Ruth,” she replied. “Spread the corner of your covering over me, for you are my family redeemer.” 

II. Ruth.
Now, the spotlight swings from Naomi to Ruth.
Just as Naomi suspected, Boaz wakes up with freezing toes. As he reaches forward to adjust the blanket, he notices he’s not alone.
· Boaz must not have been easily startled because he didn’t scream, jump, or kick. He simply asks, “who’s there?”

And Ruth reveals herself not as a foreign worker in the field but someone who’s eligible for marriage and then she proposes.
· “Spread the corner of your covering over me” is a Hebrew way of saying, “Will you marry me?”

Nowadays, proposing marriage is often an elaborate affair.
· Hawaii proposal.
· Here, Ruth proposes to Boaz after he’s just been snoring away.

And there’s an interesting play on words in her proposal…
· The word “garment-corner” can also be translated as wings (“wings [of refuge]”) in Boaz’s earlier wish (2:12). 
· If you remember when Boaz first met Ruth out in the field, he said to her…
· Ruth 2:12 NLT May the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge, reward you fully for what you have done.”

In other words, Ruth asked Boaz to answer his own prayer![footnoteRef:20] [20:  Hubbard, The Book of Ruth, 212.] 

· She reminds Boaz that he is a near-kinsman.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Arthur E. Cundall and Leon Morris, Judges and Ruth: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 7, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1968), 281.] 

· And then she looks him in the eye and says, “Boaz, I want you as my kinsman–redeemer.”[footnoteRef:22] [22:  J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary: History of Israel (Ruth), electronic ed., vol. 11 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1991), 69.] 

· I know that you are a man of God, would you be the man God wants you to be?[footnoteRef:23] [23:  Jackman and Ogilvie, Judges, Ruth, 335.] 


PAUSE
This was daring faith on Ruth’s part.
In all forward spiritual movement and growth, there are moments when we have to trust the bare word of God’s promise and venture out in faith. 
· There are many times when we cannot see how it is going to work out, but that is no reason not to trust God, commit our way to Him, and act.[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Jackman and Ogilvie, Judges, Ruth, 336.] 


It is possible to be so afraid of making mistakes that we do nothing. 
· But provided our lives are in a right relationship with God, we’re not harboring sin, and we honestly want to go His way and not our own, He gives us permission to launch out in faith and to risk for His sake.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  Jackman and Ogilvie, Judges, Ruth, 336.] 


Let’s finish the chapter…
Ruth 3:10-18 “The Lord bless you, my daughter!” Boaz exclaimed. “You are showing even more family loyalty now than you did before, for you have not gone after a younger man, whether rich or poor. 11 Now don’t worry about a thing, my daughter. I will do what is necessary, for everyone in town knows you are a virtuous woman. 12 But while it’s true that I am one of your family redeemers, there is another man who is more closely related to you than I am. 13 Stay here tonight, and in the morning I will talk to him. If he is willing to redeem you, very well. Let him marry you. But if he is not willing, then as surely as the Lord lives, I will redeem you myself! Now lie down here until morning.” 14 So Ruth lay at Boaz’s feet until the morning, but she got up before it was light enough for people to recognize each other. For Boaz had said, “No one must know that a woman was here at the threshing floor.” 15 Then Boaz said to her, “Bring your cloak and spread it out.” He measured six scoops of barley into the cloak and placed it on her back. Then he returned to the town.

III. Boaz

The situation begins to turn out better than Naomi or Ruth could have imagined. Boaz not only understood Ruth’s meaning but blessed her for choosing him.[footnoteRef:26] [26:  Jackman and Ogilvie, Judges, Ruth, 337.] 


The Hebrew phrase “The Lord bless you, my daughter” could also be rendered as hot diggity dog.

Boaz didn’t take offense at Ruth’s open and candid statement of need, because he knew her heart and her motivation. 
· He calms her fears and promises his help.
· Clearly, that same God who had been prompting Naomi had been preparing Boaz.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  Jackman and Ogilvie, Judges, Ruth,  338.] 


As Boaz speaks, we learn that he wasn’t dragging his feet after all. He would have taken the initiative as redeemer himself already, were it not for the fact that there was a nearer kinsman than he (v. 12). 
· Rather than trying to do things his own way, Boaz wanted to follow God’s commands. 
· And church, he reminds us that we never work for our good when we set aside Scripture.[footnoteRef:28] [28:  Jackman and Ogilvie, Judges, Ruth, 337–338.] 


Boaz agreed to address the situation first thing in the morning, but as a token and pledge of his commitment to her, and as an expression of his generous love, he sent her home with six measures of grain. This was a lot, probably about eighty pounds. 
· But it’s significant that it’s six measures. Seven is the number of completeness. Six is incomplete. Ruth is almost there, but not quite. 

Ruth runs home and tells Naomi everything and the third episode in this story ends like the first two — we’re still left wondering what’s going to happen. 

PAUSE
The book of Ruth is everything a Hallmark movie ever wanted to be. 
But the best part is how this story brings us to Jesus. 
· As I’ve mentioned, Boaz is clearly a picture of our kinsman-redeemer, Jesus Christ. 

Just as Boaz dealt with Ruth, so Christ deals with every one of His repentant, believing children. 
· He became one with us, in all but our sinfulness, so that we might become adopted sons and daughters of God, through faith.
Galatians 4:4–5 NLT But when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, subject to the law. 5 God sent him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that he could adopt us as his very own children.

Jesus stepped down from his heavenly throne to fully identify with sinners, bearing burdens far greater than any outsider like Ruth. 
· He lived a life of righteousness in perfect obedience to the Father’s will, yet He willingly took on our sins, sorrows, and failures and carried the weight of our rebellion to the cross. 
· He bore our shame and died the death that we deserve to die.

And now, He offers us redemption by His precious blood (1 Pet. 1:18–19). 
Through His ultimate sacrifice, He offers us His name, making us children of God and granting redemption to all who trust in Him.
· When we cast ourselves at His feet, dependent on His mercy, and claim the covering of His blood for all our sins, He welcomes us with a steadfast love and kindness that are limitless.[footnoteRef:29] [29:  Jackman and Ogilvie, Judges, Ruth, 338–339.] 


Through Jesus’ death, anyone who believes receives eternal life. 
No matter how broken by sin we are, God invites us to surrender to him, become part of his family, and be clothed in Christ’s righteousness.

PAUSE
Church, this is a story that calls for a response—will we acknowledge our need, come to our Redeemer, and seek His covering of grace? We are utterly helpless without Him, yet through his sacrifice, Jesus offers restoration us and the gift of eternal life.

Have you put yourself at the feet of the Lord of the Harvest?[footnoteRef:30] [30:  Wiersbe, Be Committed, 50.] 



5

