From the Table to the Cross: The Final Hours of Jesus
Matt. 27:17-54
4/3/26 – Good Friday (Evening)

Good Friday reveals the depth of Jesus’ love in the midst of sin at its ugliest and most horrific displayed through His suffering, His sacrifice, and His final words.

1. The Passover Dinner — Love Demonstrated 
Matthew 26:17–30
· Jesus gathers with His disciples
· He washes their feet (John 13)
· He predicts betrayal and denial
· He institutes the Lord's Supper

*Communion:
Jesus gave us a tangible gift in the celebration of Communion to help us remember His incomparable love for us.
· Matt. 26:26-28
26 As they were eating, Jesus took some bread and blessed it. Then he broke it in pieces and gave it to the disciples, saying, “Take this and eat it, for this is my body.”

27 And he took a cup of wine and gave thanks to God for it. He gave it to them and said, “Each of you drink from it, 28 for this is my blood, which confirms the covenant between God and his people. It is poured out as a sacrifice to forgive the sins of many.

Jesus knew what was coming… and loved them anyway, even Judas


2. The Garden of Gethsemane — The Weight of the Cross 
Matthew 26:36–46
· Jesus prays in agony "Let this cup pass from me..."
· Disciples fall asleep
· Jesus submits to the Father's will, not once, not twice, but 3 times to where His sweat was that of blood...
· Luke 22:44 He prayed more fervently, and he was in such agony of spirit that his sweat fell to the ground like great drops of blood.

The cross didn’t start at Calvary… it started in the garden.



3. The Arrest — Betrayed and Abandoned 
Matthew 26:47–56
· Judas betrays Jesus with a kiss
· Soldiers arrest Him
· Disciples scatter and flee
· Jesus stands alone

Everyone left Him… but He still chose to move forward.


4. The Trial — The Innocent Condemned 
Matthew 26:57–68; 27:11–26
· False witnesses accuse Him
· Jesus remains mostly silent
· Pilate finds no fault
· Crowd chooses Barabbas
· Jesus is sentenced

The guilty went free… and the innocent was condemned.


5. The Road to the Cross — The Suffering Savior 
Matthew 27:27–32
· Jesus is mocked
· Crown of thorns placed on His head
· Beaten and scourged
· Forced to carry His cross

The cross was heavy… because it carried our sin.

6. The Crucifixion 
Matthew 27:33–44
· Nails in hands and feet
· Mocking continues
· Darkness covers the land
· Jesus suffers publicly

This wasn't just execution… this was love nailed to wood.


7. The Last Words of Jesus — Last Few Minutes 

1. "Father, forgive them..."
Luke 23:34
· Forgiveness
This is the first recorded statement of Jesus on the cross — and it's shocking when you really think about it. Jesus doesn't begin with anger. He doesn't call down judgment. He doesn't defend Himself. Instead… He forgives. What Makes This So Powerful? He forgave in the middle of pain. He didn't wait until the pain stopped. He forgave while nails were in His hands.

2. "Today you will be with me in paradise."
Luke 23:43
· Salvation
This is the second statement of Jesus on the cross — and it's a powerful picture of salvation. Jesus is hanging between two criminals. One mocks Him. One turns to Him.
One rejects. One believes. And in that moment, the criminal who believes says:
"Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom."  And Jesus responds with incredible grace: "Today you will be with Me in paradise." What Makes This So Powerful?
Salvation is available even at the last moment. This criminal had: No good works. No baptism. No church attendance. No time to make things right. Yet Jesus still saves him.
Why? Because salvation is not about what we do, it's about who we trust.

3. "Woman, behold your son."
John 19:26–27
· Compassion
This is the third statement of Jesus on the cross — and it reveals compassion. While Jesus is beaten, bleeding, struggling to breathe, carrying the weight of sin, He looks down…and sees His mother. Even in unimaginable pain, Jesus notices someone else's pain. What Makes This So Powerful? Jesus shows compassion in suffering. Crucifixion made it hard just to breathe. Every word cost Him physically. Yet Jesus uses His breath…
not to ease His own pain…but to care for His mother. This shows us Jesus' love didn't stop at the cross, it shined through it forever.
4. "My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?"
Matthew 27:46
· Separation
This is the fourth statement of Jesus on the cross — and it is the most heartbreaking moment of the crucifixion. Up until now, Jesus has forgiven others, offered salvation, shown compassion, but now… everything changes. For the first time in eternity, Jesus experiences separation. What Makes This So Powerful? Jesus experienced separation so we wouldn't have to. Jesus had always called God "Father", "My Father", "Abba", but now He cries: "My God, My God…" Why? Because in this moment, Jesus is carrying the sin of the world. Jesus wasn't just feeling pain…He was becoming the sacrifice for sin.


5. "I thirst."
John 19:28
· Suffering
They lifted sour wine to His lips. Sour wine was not a refreshing drink. It was bitter. It was what was given to those suffering. It represented dryness, lack, and the harsh reality of life under sin. What Makes This So Powerful? It shows Jesus was fully human. Jesus wasn't just appearing to suffer. He actually felt the pain. His body was breaking. His mouth was dry. His strength was fading. When Jesus received it, He was not just tasting something physical. He was stepping into the full bitterness of what sin had produced in the human experience. This reminds us, Jesus understands human suffering.


6. "It is finished."
John 19:30
· Victory
This is the sixth statement of Jesus on the cross — and it's a declaration of victory and completion. These were not words of defeat…These were words of triumph. Jesus didn't say: "I am finished", "It's over", "I lost" He said "It is finished." What Makes This So Powerful? "It is finished" means the debt was paid in the Greek. It’s means completed, accomplished. Jesus was declaring the debt of sin has been paid in full. No more sacrifices. no more earning, no more trying to be good enough. Jesus finished the work.

7. "Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit."
Luke 23:46
· Surrender
This is the seventh and final statement of Jesus on the cross — and it reveals surrender. 
After the pain, the suffering, the separation, the victory, Jesus ends with trust in the Father. He says "Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit." What Makes This So Powerful? Jesus ends where He began — with the Father. Earlier, Jesus cried: "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" But now, He returns to: "Father…" The separation is over. The payment is complete. The relationship is restored. Jesus entrusts Himself fully into the Father's hands.
Closing
When He breathe His lasts, something happens...The temple veil tears, the earth shakes, the centurion declares: "Surely this was the Son of God." (Matthew 27:54). You see, this wasn't just an execution…this was redemption.

This evening, “Who do you say He is?” 
The blood that was spilt upon the wooden cross and rocks below, was not spilt for nothing...But it was shed for every heart in this room, online, and that is living today. Sure it’s a popular story, this story of a man, dying on a cross, but I assure you it’s more than a story. It’s a passage of death to life and life abundant. 
· Colossians 2:13-14
13 You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. 14 He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross.

So what’s next? He made it so simple...
· Romans 10:9-10
9 If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by openly declaring your faith that you are saved.

· 1 John 1:9
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

...if you would only receive His invitation to be washed of your sins by faith believing and confessing your sins.

That’s right, this blood that was shed, has that power. To wash away all your wrong, all your sin, and make you white as snow...all by you believing in faith, that this wasn’t the last hours of just a good man, but the Lamb of God, who loved you so much, he laid His life down, so that you might receive His free gift of Salvation...And if you do, you can and will walk out of here a new person...!

The Price has been paid, but the choice is yours...
Prayer

If you’ve made that choice to accept Jesus and begin a new relationship with Him, we want to 1st of all say welcome to the family and we also want to make sure you grab a free Bible that will help you on your new journey. Meet us in the Welcome Center after service and let the Welcome Team know you’ve given you heart to Jesus and would love a Bible...



Prayer...
Jesus,
I grieve that the torture and sorrow You endured on the cross were necessary to save not just humanity, but me. All because You didn't want me enslaved to fear, anxiety, or sin—You sacrificed Yourself so that Love could live. It's Love that hung upon the cross and gave up everything to rescue me. "It is finished" was a cry of victory, because You defeated everything that held me in captivity or will! Because of Your sacrifice, I can experience intimacy with You forever. Thank You! Help me to know You more, and to reach people with the hope found in You.	
In Jesus' Name, Amen.

Video

Service Ends...To Be Continued


